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1.

Cin biét thy ¢6 bic twdng gach cao bao quanh, nhung tréo d6 ching ton
may stec. Ngwoi dan 6ng dén diy biang 6 t6. Cdi 6 to tai hang nhe hén van
ding & nha. Chi can leo 1én thung xe 13 ¢6 th& dé bé dit chan 1én trong.
R'6i hin ct th&” dot nhap vao bén trong ma khong hé may may do du.

Biét thy bé th&’ ndm lot trong khudn vién rong thénh thang. Hén khong
twong tAn vé cach bd tri phong 6c¢ noi day, chi biét mdi vi tri khué phong
ctia Remi. Th& nhung, bA’y nhiéu dé 1a dd véi hin.

beén dom trong biét thy da tit hét. Duy chi con ngon dén dém leo Iét
chi€u sang cho manh veon. Ngwoi dan ong di chuyén, ¢6 tranh dnh sang
hét hiu d6. Hin d&n phia nam caa ciin biét thy. O ding ndy ciing ¢ sin
veeon. Tham cd trai ra trén nén dat, lwdi tap golf dwoc bd tri & géc vwon.
Xem ra chd nhén biét thy nay thich choi golf. Chi nhan ¢ day, tirc 1a cha
ctia Remi.

Kho chita d6 dwoc bo trf nhur the gén chit vao twong. Nha kho nay khd
cao. Du strc nhét van tregt tuy€t vao bén trong.

Nguwoi dan 6ng ddng bén canh nha kho, ngudc mét 1én nhin biét thy.
Ngay trén kia c6 mot cdi ban cong. Lén dwoc ban cong d6 thi hin c6 the
gap Remi roi.

H4n bam hai tay 1én mdi nha kho, dung k¥ thuat du xa nha’c ngudi Ién.
Tiép do, h&n dit ban chan xudng, treo 1€n noc. Tieng kim loai kéo ket vang
1én nhung khong qué 1én. Khi hin ding trén néc nha kho, ban cong dd nim
ngay trirgrc mét. Trdi tim hin ngan 1&n ron rang. Gi¢ ndy, Remi dang 1am gi
bén kia canh ctra d6?

Han nam lan can cda ban c¢6ng, treo ngwoi nhw con khi, sau dé dat chan
1én gid do cua mang nwoéce, roi tréo vao ban cong. Han ting kinh qua mon



the duc dung cu. Kinh nghiém tr vai nim tredc da gidp ich cho hin T'4n
nay.

Hin quay mit nhin vé phia cin phong d6. Rém trong phong duwoc déng
kin bung.

Nguwoi dan 6ng dat tay 1én canh ctra triegt. Chi day nhe sang bén, ctra da
mau chéng mé ra. Hin 1ién thé phiao nhe nhom. Remi, qua nhién ning
dang doi minh.

Hin d4y canh ctra ra mot khoang c& vai chuc phan, roi cdi gidy, k& dé
bang qua tdm rém ctra, dat chan vao trong can phong. Cai cam gidc cham
chan 1én tAm tham truyén d&n co thé hdn qua ddi tat. Chi thé thoi da lam
hin xtdc dong khon ngudi. Cudi cliing thi hin ciing t&i dwore khué phong cia
Remi.

Hén nhin quanh mot lwot. Ang chirng cin phong rong khoang muoi
chiéir /. Trong béng t&i nhd nhem, hén tréng thdy vai mén d6 nhw gid
sach, ban viét, dan piano dang ding. Tiep d6, 4nh mit hdn cham t&i cdi
girong 1on. Trén giwdng, ngudi con gai hin ngay dém mo twdng dang say
gid’c nong trong chan &m ném €m.

Khong dworc roi, hin nghi.

Nang cé dang ngi that hay khong? No6i khong ching nang da phat hién
ra minh t&i diy roi cling nén. Cling ¢6 khi nang phat hién ra réi nén maéi
gia vor ngu.

Hin budc mot bude, roi hai budc, d&n bén chiéc giwdng. Mot mui tya
hrong hoa thoang thoang bay trong khong trung. Han say swa ngdm nhin
nang. Dang trao trong long cam giac minh dang & ngay bén canh mdt sy
ton tai cao quy.

Remi dang nhim mat. Nang that diém 1& biét bao. Hin cdm nhén 15 vé
diém 1& d6 ngay c4 trong béng t6i.



Hin thA’y tim minh run ray.

Han veon canh tay phdi, dinh cham vao md nang. Han tin rang hanh
dong d6 s€ khdi ddu moi chuyén. Nang sé thirc gid’c, nhin han, va né& nu
cwoi rang r& voi han. Anh a, em biét 1a anh s€ d€n ma.

Ngay khi nhitng ngén tay toan cham vao md nang, hin chot cdm thay
khong khi dang chuyén dong. Hén lién ngodi lai ding sau. Ctra dd m ra, ai
d6 dang ding & ctra.

“Tranh xa khoi Remi ngay!” Mot giong néi gay git vang 1én. Trén tay
ngudi dé cAm mot mén d6. Nong sting dai, den béng lot vao fAm mét hin.

H4n hot hodng roi khdi giwong. Han tha'y d6i phrong gio’ sing 1én.
Hin lao ra ngoai ban cong, hudng vé phia nha kho ma nhdy. Tiéng sting
vang 1én gan nhu ciing lic hin nhdy xudng, sau lung hén, ctra kinh vé& tan

tanh.

Ngip trong nhitng manh kinh v&, hin gao thét trong tdm kham. Remi o1,
tai sao lai nhw vay?



2.

Kusanagi Shunpei ngdm di€u thu6c trong miéng, cham Itta bang diém. Vira
toan quang tan diém vao trong gat tan, trong thd'y mot di€u thudc méi sém
khoang mot phan gac trén d6, anh 1ién khyng tay lai. Anh syc nhé ra minh
vira dat né & dé6 @ mot phiit triedre thoi. Ngodi bén canh, Makita cwoi khiic
khich.

“Anh Kusanagi, trong anh mét méi qua.”

Kusanagi dui di€u thuéc dé vao gat tan.

“Nguoi ngom thi khong mét méi 1m. Nhung ma, biét néi sao nhi, toi
chang thi€t lam gi ca. Long t6i chi thd'y ban khodn, rdt cudc t6i dang lam

g1, nhirng viéc t6i lam c6 chit y nghia gi hay khong?”

“Néu la chuyén d6 thi em cung gidng anh thdi.” Makita nghiéng
nghiéng coc ca phé. “Nhung du sao d6 cling 1a mdt phan ctia cong viéc.”

“Hay 18m. Cau to't bung thit. Toi thi khong thdt ra dwore cau d6.”

(‘Thé’ a?’?

“T6i bdo chuyén niy hay 1dm.” Kusanagi ghé sit mit Makita. “Cau c6
long tdt 1a b&i lam canh sat chwa dwoc bao 1au. Theo duoi cai nghé nay lau,
con ngwoi ta s€ cang ldc cang vor vun. Cir nhin ddi tredng cua chiing ta thi
bi€t.”

Makita bat cwoi. “Vay anh Kusanagi cling vo' vun kha kha r'6i a?”

“O), vo’ nat r'oi day. Néu khong som dwore diéu chuyén dén noi khac, toi
s€ khong the'hoa nhap cong dong nira dau.”



Vwra hay nhan vién phuc vu di qua, Kusanagi goi thém c6c nwdc nira.
Nét mat c6 ta tha’p thodng vé hoai nghi. C6 1€ vi thdy anh toan goi nwd’c ma
khong ddng dén giot ca phé nao.

Chwrng nao ca phé con trong c6c, thi di ndn na bao l1au cling s€ khong bi
todng c¢O khdi quan, anh tinh todn nhw vay. Tuy vao ngwoi lat niva s€ dén
day, tinh todn d6 co the sé can thiét.

“O), phai nguoi d6 khdng a?” Makita chi tay ra ctra quan ca phé va noi.
Mot ngeoi dan 6ng méc do polo vira bwd'c vao bén trong quan. Anh ta

kep chi€c cap dudi nach. M&i hai mwoi bay cai xuan xanh ma trong anh ta
da toat 1én vé chirng chac, phai chang vi kiéu toc r€ ngdi 1éch bay ba d6?

Nguwoi dan 6ng ngé quanh mot lwot bén trong quan ca phé, roi dirng mét
& ban cta Kusanagi. B&i ngoai ho ra, ching ¢6 vi khach ndo nom gidng
mot b ddi canh sat cd. Khich khira tai ddy khong din theo gia dinh thi
cling 1a d6i 1ira hen ho hodc ddm hoc sinh pho thong tim nadm tum ba.

“Anh Nakamoto phai khong?” Kusanagi cat ti€ng hdéi ngwoi dan Ong
dang budc lai gan chd ho.

“Vang,” ngwoi dan ong git dau. Chic biét d6i phuong 13 cinh sit nén
anh ta m&i to ra cang thang dén vay.

“T6i 1a Kusanagi, ngwoi da goi dién cho anh. Vi nay la d6ng nghiép ctia
t0i, cdnh sdt Makita. Thanh that xin 16i vi 1am phién anh vao ngay nghi.”

Kusanagi dirng 1én, vira cdi dAu vira cdo 10i. Hom nay 1a thi Bay.

“Khong sao, tién to1 cing c6 cOng chuyén can ra ngoai.” Nakamoto nodi
vay ro1 ng 61 xudng ghe”. Tha’y nhan vién phuc vu dén, anh ta goi ca phé.

“Anh c6 tip tanh choi golf khong?”

Guong mét Nakamoto 16 vé sirng so't triedre cu hdi ciia Kusanagi.



“Sao anh bi€t?”

“Nhin tay trdi cia anh. Tay phai sam lai vi chdy ning, ma tay trdi hau
nhu khong chdy teo nao. Nén td1 dodn anh choti ra tro day.”

“Do cdi tay nay a? D&n c6 em gai con ché cwoi t6i la that mat mat.”
Nakamoto gid'u tay trdi xu6ng dwdi ban, ndn ra nu cwoi ngwong nghiu. Co6
1€ cam giac cang thang trong anh ta da voi di dang k€.

“Anh c6 k€ voi ngueoi than chuyén gap chiing t6i khong?”

“Khong dau. Hoi dau di k€ chuyén dira ban cung 1op tw doi thud nao
pham t6i, va minh vi vy d6 ma di gdp canh sat d€ cho ho lo nghi khong
dau.”

“No6i cling ding,” Kusanagi gat dau. “Nhw da trao doi qua dién thoai,
ching t6i dam bao khong cé viéc gi gy phién toai cho anh ca. Chi can anh
cho ching t6i xem thtr d6 1a dd r'6i.”

“Véng, t6i hi€u ma, nén da can thian dem t&i day.” Nakamoto dit cdp 1én
dau go61, doan 18y mo6t cudn sO lwu bit tw trong cap ra, d€ 1én trén ban.
“Moi anh xem. Ch tdi ddn gid'y nhé d6.”

“Cam on anh. T6i xin phép.” Kusanagi cam cudn so 1én.

D6 1a mot cudn sO cii ky, voi bia cieng hoa tiét ké ca r6. Tuy cé chit
hirng thid v&i nhitng trang khdc, nhwng Kusanagi van 14t trang ddn gid'y nhé
mau vang ra xem tredee tién.

“0,” anh ba't gidc budng 151 cam than. “Bic tranh dep qud.”

“Cau ta vé dep ldm.” Nakamoto noi.

Trén trang giA’y hoa con biip bé bang biit chi mau.



La bup bé bé gdi, mai téc mau hat dé, doi mét xanh biéng bi€c, trong
nhw ngwoi ngoai qudc. Trén nguwoi bip bé di€n bd vy Iién than mau do,
gi'u vdy mau tring bay bay. Chan x4 gidy cling mau dd, tt mau tring.

Bén canh con biip bé ghi dong chtr Lén cap hai cling mong cau giip do
t& nhé! Sakamoto Nobuhiko bing biit da. Nhung diéu thu hit sy chi y cta
Kusanagi hon ca 1a hinh vé 6 tinh yéu nho xinh & géc trang gid’y. Bén dudi

chié€c 0, hai cai tén Sakamoto Nobuhiko va Morisaki Remi vi€t canh nhau.

“C6 day nay, khong chéch di dau dwoec.” Kusanagi mé han cuén so Ivu
biit ra, dit 1én ban, rdi chi tay vao hinh vé chié€c 6 d6. “Chd nay nay.”

“Puing that.” Nakamoto ddp lai bing mot diéu cudi phitc tap.

“Anh Nakamoto cling khong hoi dwgc chiil nhén céi té€n nay la ai nhi.”

“Cau ta bao d6 la ngwoi yéu twong lai. Du ai gang hdi thé nao,
Sakamoto ciling chi trd 101 ¢6 th€”. Xung quanh chang c6 dira con gai nao tén
nhw vdy ca, v&i lai von di chwa ai tieng nghe néi dén cai ho Morisaki d6
bao gio’. Thé nén, toi suy dién rang ciu ta tw nghi ra cdi tén d6.”

“Anh chic chin hinh nay dwoc vé& ldc anh hoc 16p sdu chir?”

“Vang. Ca 1&p viet ting toi lru biit ky niém h'6i sip stra t6t nghiép ma.”

“S6 phan cudn sO nay sau dé thé nao?”

“Thi ndm phil bui trong thiing carton & ti Am twdng. Liic tim nd, tdi tién
tay don dep lai cdi ta luén.”

Nguwoi phuc vu da buwng ca phé toi. Nakamoto nhap tirng ngum ca phé
den that ngon lanh.

“Anh Nakamoto chi choi than v&i nghi pham Sakamoto mdi dao d6 thoi
a?r’



“Lam gi d&n mirc than thi€t. Chi hoc cling nhau h'6i hai ndm cudi ti€u
hoc thodi. P&n c4p hai thi chwra mot Tan chung 16p. Lén cAp ba lai mdi dira
mot treong, tie sau khi td't nghié€p cdp hai chiing t6i con chwa gép lai nhau
[an nao.”

“Vay trong ky ¢ hai nam hoc chung, anh thdy anh ta la d&a tré thé
nao?”

“To6i khong nhé 1dm dau. La mot diéu 1a téi chi nhé nhw in chuyén
ngwoi yéu twong lai cua cdu ta thoi. Noi don gian thi ciu ta khac nguoi.
Ch:flng maYy khi choi véi ban be, t6i ¢6 gip ciu ta & noi nao khac ngoai
treong hoc dau.”

“Ki&u nhw bi bét nat hay tw ky a?”

“Ai ma biét.” Nakamoto croi kho. “C6 1€ thoi nay nguwoi ta goi nhw vay,
nhung h'd1 &y chung t61 nao bi€t d€n khai niém do.”

N6i ¢6 ly, anh chi bi€t nhan xét the”.

Kusanagi quay sang nhin Makita, ddnh mét ra hiéu xem c4u con cau hdi
gi nita khong. Cau dan em lic dau, dung 4nh mét d€ ddp lai: Em biét héi gi
trong tinh hudng nay day.

“Xin hédi.” Nakamoto cat 1oi. “T6i c6 doc trén bdo, chuyén d6 1a that a?
Sakamoto da dét nhap vao tw gia cua gia dinh Morisaki, va ¢6 con géi ctiia
gia dinh d6 tén la...”

“Guom da!” Kusanagi gio’ ban tay lIén, ngan anh ta n6i ti€p. “To61 biet
anh c6 nhiéu thic méc. Nhung vé nguyén tic, ching to6i khong dwoc phép
ti€t 10 viéc diéu tra cho dén khi vu an két thic.”

“A, c6 nguyén tic d6 a?” Nakamoto gii dau.

“Chtng t6i gitr thir nay dwoc ch?” Gap cudn sO lwu but lai, Kusanagi
hoi.



“Véng, anh c ty nhién.”

“Mong anh thtr 16i. Sau khi ki€m tra xong xudi, ching tdi sé gii lai anh
ngay.”

“Khong sao. Cac anh ctr gitv di. D6 cling khong phai mén d6 gi quan
trong.” Nakamoto néi, roi lai nha'm nhap ca phé.

Ra khoi quan, Kusanagi dwa cho Makita cu6n so.

“Cau cam cdi nay, quay lai phong diéu tra trwdc. T nha bd me
Sakamoto, chiing ta ciing thu dworc sach vé va ghi chép clia hin h'6i nhd
ding khong? Hay doi chi€u bit tich trong d6 véi cuén s6 nay. Chic, ma
chang can tdi dan thi ai d6 cling ha 1énh cho ciu thoi.”

“Anh Kusanagi di dau bay gio a?”

“Toi tat qua chd ndy mot chit.”

“Tat di dau a? Doi tredng lai can nhan cho ma xem.” Makita cuoi toe
toét.

“C bio 12 t6i d@&n chd Galileo. N6i thé” thi dng ta khong cian nhin dau.”
“A, chd thay Yukawa.” Makita git ¢4u v&i vé dong tinh. “Em hiéu r'o6i.”

“Thé nao tdi chang bi cwoi vao mat vi mu tit khoa hoc. Ngan dén tin co
N9

Iro1.

“Chuyén 101 gidp rang em g gdm hy vong vao thdy 4y nhé!” Makita
noi ro1 cudc bd vE phia nha ga.



3.

Vu viéc xay ra mot tudn tred'c. S& canh sat Tokyo nhan dwgc tin bdo vEé vu
gdy tai nan r'oi bd tron tai Setagaya. Tuy nhién, sau khi di€u tra ky cang, ho
nhin dinh d6 khong phai tai nan giao thong don thuan. B&i ngay tredc khi
gdy tai nan, hung thd da dot nhap vao can biét thy cach hién trrong tai nan
vai phut di bo.

Ay 1a tu gia cia gia dinh Morisaki. Mot nha ba ngudi sinh sdng tai doé.
Chu ho 1a Morisaki Toshio, gidm d6'c mdt cong ty budn ban hang héa nhap
khau, ngwoi vor Yumiko, va ¢6 con gdi doc nhat Remi hién dang theo hoc
treong ne sinh. Nhwng vao dém xay ra vu viéc, Morisaki Toshio dang &
Singapore vi vaedng ban cong viéc.

Theo loi khai ctia Yumiko, tAm hai gio' sdng, mot ti€ng ddng nao d6
khié&n chi ta choang tinh gidc. Dong tai 1én nghe ngéng, chi ta cam gidc c6
ngwoi ¢ ban cong.

Ban cong nay ndi li€n ba can phong & tang hai. Phong cia Remi cédch
phong ngu cia vo chong ho mot phong.

Nghe thdy ti€ng m& ctra treeot, chi ta doan ai d6 dang dot nhap vao
phong con gai minh. Do dd, chi ta khong do dw, dwa tay xudng gam
giwong.

O d6 giau mot khau sing san.

Khau sing thudc s& hiru cia Morisaki Toshio. Thoi dai hoc, anh ta sinh
hoat trong cau lac bo bén sing, d&n khi ra treong roi van tn huedng viéc
san ban nhuw mot tha vui.

Puwong nhién 1a ho khong ke ke khau sung dwdi gam giwvong quanh nam
sudt thang. Vor chong Ay duy tri théi quen dit né & d6 mdi ban Toshio di
cong tac dai ngay. Cé vé Yumiko da dwgc chong chi day cho cach st dung



sting co’ ban d€ ty vé trong nhitng tinh hudng ba't tric. Va chij ta da rim rip
lam theo lo’i can din ctia chong.

Chi ta cAm stng lao vao phong Remi ding ldc mot ngwoi dan 6ng dang
ding bén canh giwong, toan lam gi d6 v&i con gai minh. Yumiko 1ap tirc
hét 1én. Tiéng thét cta chi ta khién hin hdt hoang, voi tim duong thodt
than. Yumiko da kéo co stiing, nhwng la sau khi ngwoi dan 6ng nhdy khoi
ban cOng.

Hin dé&n bang 6 t6 tai hang nhe. Hin lao xe vit di, trén dwong tau thodt
thi tong vao mot cw dan sd6ng gan do.

Hung th nhanh chéng bi tom gon. D6 1a mét ngwoi dan 6ng hai mwoi
bdy tudi, tén Sakamoto Nobuhiko, tri tai quan Koto. Hin phu viéc trong
ctra hang thi cong d6 dién ctua gia dinh. Chi€c xe tai hang nhe la phwong
tién kinh doanh cua ctra hang.

Trong vong hai thang tré lai day, Sakamoto luon 1€o d€o bam theo Remi.
Thé& nén, khi canh sat héi c6 nhan thdy di€u gi khac thwong khong, Remi
lap tic néi ra tén hin. Pia chi nha Sakamoto ciing nhanh chéng sing td.
Hin d3 gtri hét 14 thw nay dén 14 thu khdc cho Remi, trén mdi phong thu
déu viét dia chi ro rang. Trong v6 van 14 thw bi qufmg di, 14 the duy nha't
con sot lai qua 1a mon qua cho to diéu tra.

Piéu tra vién tirc toc t&i nha Sakamoto. Liic d6 hén ru rd trong phong,
chang chiu ra. Khi diéu tra vién hdi hin c6 phai dd chuih bj sin tim 1y bi
bét, thi hin lién ngoan ngoan thira nhan hanh vi pham toi.

Qua la mot vu an don gian, ¢ thoi di€m do, ai cling nghi vay.

Xe 0 td ctia Kusanagi lan banh qua canh cong dai hoc Teito sau khi anh
chia tay Makita khodng ntra ti€ng dong h'6. Anh tAp xe vao chd trong cling
ctia bai dd xe, roi di vao bén trong khu hoc x4 nhudm mau thoi gian. P6 1a
hoc x4 cua bd mon Vit ly, khoa Khoa hoc tw nhién. Phong nghién ctru s6
muoi ba toa lac & ting ba.



Kusanagi leo cdu thang, khi bwdre lai gdn can phong d6, anh nghe tha’y
giong noéi nhw ti€ng hiéu 1énh twr dau vong t&i. Giong dé dang néi “Hay do,
hay do6!” thi phai. Lai con vong ra ttr phong nghién ctru s& mwoi ba.

Kusanagi nghiéng dau, go ctra. Nhwng chaalng cO ai dap lai. N6i ding
hon, ti€ng go ctra da bi giong ndi kia at di.

Anh bén mé& ctra ra. Mot canh twong khé tin hién ra treéc méit. T4t fan
tat ban gh& dwoe ké sat vao twong, & khoang tréng chinh gitra cdn phong,
mot ddm sinh vién dang choi kéo co. Ho chia 1am hai doi, gdp lai c& chirng
hon hai chuc nguoi.

Yukawa Manabu & ngay dang treéc. Anh khodc 4o blouse tring, ngoi
trén gh€ gd’p, cham chu quan siat dam sinh vién.

Trede con mat chirng ki€n cua Kusanagi, ddi bén phai da gianh chién
thang. Ai nd’y trong déu mét nhoai, c6 ngwoi con thé hon hén.

Kusanagi vO vao vai Yukawa. Vi phé gido sw tré quay nguwoi lai, cuoi
toe toét. “Chao!”

“Cau dang lam gi vay?”
“Cau nhin thi bi€t. Pang kéo co.”
“Cai do toi bi€t roi, nhwng d€' lam gi?”

“M0ot thi nghi€ém vat 1y don gidn, cé tén ‘cach kéo co bat bai’. Puwoc
roi.” Yukawa vira v tay bom bop vira dieng ddy. “Khéch khira dong du roi,
chiing ta do strc thém mdt van nira nhé! Moi ngwoi dirng vao hang réi cam

day lén!”

Ha, lai ntra w, ddm sinh vién miéng cin nhin, nhung tay vin cAm day
dléng vao vi tri.



Yukawa quay mat vé phia Kusanagi. “Mat cong dén day roi thi to1 gi
khong choi. Cau dodn gitip t6i xem doi ndo sé thing.”

“Ha, kho thé&!”

“Ct¢ phan dodn bang tryc gidc va kinh nghiém ctia cdu di!”

“O” Kusanagi quan sat hai ddi, ngam so sanh. Tang ngwoi hai bén hau
nhw twrong d6ng. Du vay, nho tdi két qua ban ndy, anh 1ién chi tay vao doi
bén phai. “Viy, t6i chon ddi nay.”

“OK, vay né&u doi nay thang, tdi s€ moi moi ngwoi nwde ép. Nguwore lai,
n&u ho thua, cdu phai moi doi kia nwde ép.”

“O, duoc day.”
“Cau ¢6 1o khuyén nao danh cho ho khdng?”
“Loi khuyén v?”

“O. Vi du nhw giang chan rong ra, hay la ngd ngwoi vé phia sau chéng
han.”

“A., phdi roi.” Kusanagi nhin ddm sinh vién r6i ngdm nghi. Anh nh¢é lai
loi ddn do cha gido vién chil nhiém trong ngay hoéi thao xwa, khi anh thi
mon kéo co. “Viéc quan trong dau ti€n chdc 1a ha thap hdng.”

“O, vay ra cau khuyén ho ha thap hong 4?” Yukawa khoanh tay truéc
nguc, néi v&i vé tram tro.

“Diing vdy. Chi y€u 1a ha thdp hong xudng, va dirng that chic. Vi ding
thang thi khong kéo manh dworc.”

“Ra vAy. Phién ciu 1am miu cho moi ngwdi xem nhé! DE con biét ha
dén mirc nao.”



“Pén mirc nao w, o thi, cang thap cang t6t.”

Kusanagi ha hong thdp d&n marc cham ca san, roi tao dang nhw dang
kéo co.

“Pa hi€u chwa ha, cic c¢6 cdu sinh vién? Gio cdc em hay lam tw thé
gidng cha cdu ta di! Pung c¢6 phi pham loi khuyén da’y! Nao, ha hong
xudng, va cam day 1én!”

M4&Yy van ddng vién ddi bén phdi cwoi kho, ram rap lam theo 1o cua
Yukawa. Chang r6 tai sao, ho trong cé vé iu xiu.

“Thé& 101 khuyén cho ddi con lai 1a gi?” Yukawa héi.

“Khong c6 gi ca. Cr lam gi tuy thich.”

“Thé thi cr lam tw thé nguoc véi tw the cda doi kia di!” Yukawa 1énh
cho d6i bén trdi nAng hdng cao 1&n mdt chit. Trong mit Kusanagi, twr the” d6
khong chic chin gi cd. Th& nay thi thing thua & mwdi mwoi roi, anh mé

co’ trong bung.

“Nao, vay cudc thi bit dau. Hai doi vao vj tri! Chuah bi... mot, hai, ba,
bat dau!”

Tran da'u bat dau voi ti€ng ho ciua Yukawa. Hai d6i déu ra siec kéo soi

day. Nhung bat ngo 1am sao, doi bén phai 14p tirc bi 16 Xénh xéch vé dang
tredee.

“Ha hong thap xudng, ha xudng ntra di!” Kusanagi 1o'n ti€ng ra 1€nh.

Nhuwng anh c6 la hét bao nhiéu ciling tdn cong vo ich, ddi bén phai bi ha
guc dé dang.
!’?

Yukawa quay d4u lai, mim cwoi. “Pwng ¢6 quén tién nwde ép day

“Chéc lai do c4u xdi bay chit gi? Nén ho m&i c6 tinh thua.”



“Cau nghi the"a?”

“Khong phai sao?”

“Thé t61 hdi cau mot cau nhé, sao cau nghi nén ha tha’p hong?”
“Thi b&i twe thé” d6 on dinh hon. On dinh va dé ding chic.”
Nhung Yukawa lic dau.

“Nguwoc lai thi ¢6. Khi kéo co, nang hdong cao sé gilip cdu dirng chac
chdan hon.”

“Lam gi c6 chuyén do.”

“Thir nghi ma xem, khi kéo mdt vat & chd thap, chan sé giAm xudng dat
manh hon khi kéo & chd cao ding khong? N6i mot cach chuyén mon thi 1a
lwc phap tuyén tang 1én. K&t qua 1a lwc ma sat dat cyc dai. T 1a gidp ta
dirng chic. N&u tu th& cta ddi thi khong thay doi, thi ching toi chi cin
nang cao ngudi 1a cAm chic phan thing roi. Cau hiu chwa hi,” Yukawa
noi.

Kusanagi nghién ngim lai 101 gidi thich d6 trong dAu. Nhwng chi thay
mot con dau dAu 1Am rAm 4p t&i. Anh lic dAu ngudy ngudy. “Tdi khong
dinh tham gia hoi thao nwra dau.”

Yukawa curoi khong thanh ti€ng. Anh dap bop mdt cai vao vai Kusanagi,
roi nhin ddm sinh vién.

“Cac em thu don phong 6¢ gidp téi nhé! T61 va cau ta di dam dao vat ly
mot chut.”



4.

“C6 1€ vu nay khong héc bida dén vay. Hung thu da sa lwdi, va thanh khan
khai nhin t0i trang. Tang chirng vat ching day di. Tém lai nhirng manh
mdi can cho viéc pha dn d€u da dworc thu thip dau vao ddy.” Tya lung vao
lwdi sét trén san thwong, Kusanagi néi.

“T6't qua r'oi con gi? May khi gap dwoe chuyén t6t nhw thé” dau? Tw tan
ddy long, cdu nén cam thdy vui ming v&i van may nay mdi phai.”

Noi doan Yukawa vung vot vut qua bong dung trong mon qudn vot mém
[2] ndm 13n 16¢ & gbc san vao biec twong. Khong hd danh con 4t chi bai cia
cau lac bo cau 16ng, anh phd dién k¥ ning diéu nghé nhw dd qué quen vdi
viéc cam vot. Qua bong dap vao vi tri gan nhw twong dwong trén birc
trong.

“Chi 1a, t6i ¢ lan tan mai mot chuyén.” Kusanagi noi.

“Chuyén gi vay?”

“Pong co’ gdy an cua hung tha.”

“Podng cor v?” Yukawa ngung vung vot. Qua bong bat ngwoe lai twong
roi c thé lan 16ng 16¢c. “T6i khong hi€u. Tai sao dong co lai ¢c6 van dé?
Muc dich cfia hung thd 1a théa man duc vong v&i ngwoi con gai han tham

thwong trom nh¢'. Thé 1a dwoe r'oi con gi?”

“Cau no6i khong sai, nhung van dé 1a tai sao hung thd nham dén cd géi
do. Ma truedre hét, co ta tén 12 Morisaki Remi nhé.”

“T6i chang hirng thi v&i tén ¢ ta.”

“Khéng dau, trong vy dn nay, cdi tén vd cung quan trong. C6 vé trong
vong hai thang tré lai ddy, hung thi Sakamoto Nobuhiko luén lang vang



bam theo Morisaki Remi, va hanh dong nay bat ngudn tw tén cda cd ta.”

“C6 khi nao cb ta trung ho tring tén v&i ngwoi phu nir da tw chdi tinh
cam cfia han ngay trwedc?”

“Gan ddng ro6i day, chi 1é&ch mot chut théi. Hung thu Sakamoto
Nobuhiko khai th& niy: Van ménh gin két t6i va c¢d &y. T murdi bdy nim
tred'c, vin ménh da an bai.”

Yukawa ha hd'c miéng, bat cwoi triede cau noéi ciia Kusanagi.

“Ching phai h'i xwa ngwdi ta hay ding may 101 d6 d€ tan tinh nhau a2
Nhitng g luon 13i nhdi ring ‘vin ménh géin k&t anh va em, chiing ta khong
the€ chdng lai van ménh’ &y. Thoi budi nay roéi, con ¢6 ké bé b6 may ciu co
10 T d6 w?”

“Pé&n chiing t6i thoat dau ciing cudi nhao hin. Nhung nghe nhitng gi
hin khai nhan, dan d4n ching t6i khong cudi ndi nira.” Kusanagi rit mot
btrc anh twr trong tii 4o khodac ra, doan day vé phia Yukawa.

“Cai gi day?” Yukawa chau may. “Mot doan trong bai tap lam van thi
phai.”

“Sakamoto Vi€t lic hoc 1op bon day. Bai van ¢6 tya dé ‘Gid’c mo clia
em.’ Trong d6 viét hin mo thdy ¥ trung nhin twong lai cia minh. Va tén
cia cd gai d6 la Morisaki Remi. Cau nhin cho ky birc anh di! Cai tén
Morisaki dwgc viét bing chir cing ding khong?”’

“O doc ra thé& that.” Yukawa git ddu, néi. Nu cwoi trén mat anh da tit
lim.

“T6i hdi nguoi than cha hén ro6i. Ho kh?ing dinh 11 hdn néi 1a that. Cé
vé tr thuéd nhd, Sakamoto luén miéng bio mot ngiy nao d6 hin s& nén
duyén v&i ngwoi con gdi tén Morisaki Remi. Ngoai bai van nay ra, rat
nhiéu @6 dac khdc con sét lai & nha hin da chirng thwc cho diéu d6. Ban



nay tdi vira gap ban hoc h'6i ti€u hoc clia hian, xem ra 1oi han néi khong ¢6
phian nao doi trd.”

Kusanagi ciing k€ chuyén cudn s0 lru but. Yukawa van ¢Am vot, khoanh
tay tred’c nguc.

“Hai mwoi bay tuoi dau con 6m mong tinh si thi ding la chuyén la. ba
vay con gap dwore cd gai gidng tén nguoi trong mor a?”

“Troi xui da't khién thé nao hin lai biét d&n cd nir sinh Morisaki Remi &
ngoai doi thye. K& tir d6, tinh hinh ndm ngoai tAm ki€m soat. H&t goi dién
thoai, dé€n gi thw, r'oi rinh mo dgi ¢b ta di hoc hay tan treong. Morisaki
Remi so khi€p via, dén ndi dao gan diy khong dam budc chan ra khoi
cura.”

“Chinh la céi loai chuyén bam duéi ngwoi ta 8y a?”

“Hang ngudi d6 ching ¥ thire dwoc minh bi ngwdi ta ghét cay ghét déng
thé nao, nén md&i gy ra bao chuyén toi té. Sakamoto con tuyén bd rang
Remi van nhd dai, nén hin s& ty minh bdo vé Remi cho d&n khi cd ta

tredng thanh.”

Cha cha, Yukawa 14c dau. “Mot sy trung hop gieo rac bat hanh cho ca
hai bén.”

“Van dé & d6 da'y. Ma nay, cau nghi c6 sy trung hop nhw vay a?”

“Y cdu la viéc gdp dwoc ngwoi con géi ¢6 céi tén minh dd mo thd'y h'oi
nhd sau muwoi bdy nam w?”

“DPwong nhién 1a nhw vay.”

“Thé& thi ding da’y.” Yukawa ndi tinh bo. “Vi chuyén xay ra that ma, nén
danh cha’p nhan thoi.”



“Nhung c¢6 nang nay tén la Morisaki Remi. N&u la cdi tén co nhuw
Yamamoto Yoshiko thi con bao la tring hop dwgrc, chir Morisaki Remi thi
c6 kha nang khong?”

“Thé& n€u khong phai truing hop thi la gi?”

“T6i khong bi€t. Nén m¢i dién cai dau day.”

“Nay, 1€ nao céu kéu t6i giai dap bi an d6?”

“Chinh 1a cai ‘1€ nao’ d6 ddy.” Kusanagi dat tay lén vai Yukawa, nhin
anh bang 4nh mét chan thanh hé&t mitc. “Canh sit bon tdi kém may chuyén
ki€ nay 1im. Xin ciu ddy. Hiy cho chiing t6i mwon kién thirc va trf tué
cua cau di.”

“T6i thi gidi chic?”

“Thé& khong phai ciu ting pha gidi bi an hon lia khéi xac sao? Gik
nguyén phong d¢ do la duoc.”

“Po6 1a hién twong vat ly. Con vu nay la bi an tdm 1y. Khong phai chuyén
mon cua t6i.”

“Chang 1€ cau tin vao gidc mo tién tri hay gid’c mo tré’ thanh hién thyc
a? Chang giéng cau chit nao.”

“T6i khong bado minh tin ma’y thi d6. Toi chi néi d6 don thuan 1a mot sy
trung hop.”

“Trung hgp gi ma qua mirc thé.”
“Thi sao? Trung hop thi ¢6 gi khdng on a?”

“Chaalng c6 gi khdong on ca, nhwng trung hop hay khong lai 1a van dé
16m.”



“Y cau la sao?”

“Pdu ti€n, cac phwong ti€n truyén thong dai ching sé nhdy vao xau xé
vu nay. Nao 1a gid’c mo bdo hiéu, ro6i thi ludn h'di, chic chin né sé tré thanh
mi€ng mdi ngon cho s& thich héng hét chuyén ky bi vo van cua cong
ching. Thd thyc v&i cdu, ho da danh hoi ra r'oi. Dao géan day trén ti vi cling
dwa tin ro1 d6.”

“T6i mong cho dwoec xem ddy.” Yukawa néi, vé mat chang 18y gi lam
vui vé.

“Tht hai, vu an sé bi dwa ra xét x&. V@i tinh hinh nay, t6i ddm chac luét
s s€ té nwdrc theo mwa, bao chira rang hung thi bi r6i loan tAm thén.”

“Chtr con gi nira.” Yukawa git gu. “To6i ma la luat sw thi cling lam vay.
V3 lai, nghe nhitng gi ciu k&, t6i thd'y dau 6c hin ding 13 khong binh
thwong.”

“Nhwng néu cé ké gid thi doan nao do thi sao? N&u chi don thuan 1a rdi
loan tam than thi khong the gidi thich hop 1y moi chuyén.”

“Tha doan?”
“Thé& nén t6i mudn cau nghi gitp theo chiéu hwdng d6.”

Yukawa cwoi kho trede 1oi van nai cua Kusanagi. Anh xoay doc céi vort,
lam mdt ci ddp bong, roi nhin Kusanagi v&i vé mat nhu da nghi ra di€u gi
do.

“Néu khong phai truing hop thi 1a ta't nhién. C6 nghia ngwoi dan Ong
Sakamoto &y biét c4i tén Morisaki Remi ttr mwdi bay nim trwde 12 bdi hin
da gdp c6 ta ldc d6.”

“Canh sat bon t6i cling tinh d&€n kha nang d6 roéi. Nhung dé la chuyén
khong twong. Morisaki Remi gio mé&i mwoi sau tuoi dau. Khi &y cd ta con
chwa c¢6 mat trén c6i doi nay. Quan trong hon, gitra Sakamoto va gia dinh



Morisaki khong c¢6 mdi lién hé nao cd. Lic mwoi tuoi ranh thi Sakamoto ¢6
cong c6 viéc gi d€ ma phai dé€n Setagaya ch?”

“Néu khong phai kha nang d6 thi toi ciing chiu.” Yukawa gio’ hai tay
dang cam vot 1én.

“Pén cdu con noi the thi tdi bi€t phai lam sao.” Kusanagi vo dau bt tai.
“Ching nhé 1a tring hop that w? Hay hén ta bj hoang twéng ma thoi? Cho
nén ma&i ao twdng ca chuyén the moi nira.”

“Thwe moi 1a sao? C4u dang néi gi vay?”

“Sakamoto khai rang dém d6 hin dworc Morisaki Remi moi dén. Hén
nhin duwoc birc thw dai ¥ co ta s& doi & phong riéng, bdo hin dén dé.
Purong nhién 1a Remi pht nhan chuyén nay.”

“Hum...”

Yukawa budc lai gan ludi thép, ding ling nhin canh sic phia xa xim.
Durong nhién, trong anh nhr dang ngdm canh vdy thdi, chit it hian trong

dau dang ngon ngang tram ngan suy tuw.

Chang ma’y chdc, anh quay dau lai nhin Kusanagi. “Trwdc hét, ciu cho
to6i xem cudn so lwu but d6 dworc khong?”

“T6i s€ goi xin phép doi tredng.” Kusanagi ndi.



S.

Poéng cubn so lai, Yukawa budng mdt ti€ng thd dai thwon thwot. Anh dwa
tay phai chdng cim, ngén trd ban tay trai gd boong boong 1én mit ban hop.
Trwdc médt anh bay la liét sach v&, bai tdp lam vin, sO tay ciia Sakamoto.
Quyén nao quyén nay déu vi€t it nhat mot Tan cdi tén Nhirng tai liéu lién
quan dén “gid’c mo tién tri” cua Sakamoto Nobuhiko dwoc lwu trir trong
modt can phong ciia don canh sat Setagaya. Chi c6 Kusanagi va Makita
bwde chan vao can phong nay. Nhirng diéu tra vién khac dinh ninh vu dn da
dwoc gidi quyét xong xudi, von di tr dAu ho da ching min ma gi véi gidc
mo tién tri. D6 ciling 12 Iy do ma dan thwong nhwe Yukawa dé dang vao dworc
day chang t6n cong strc.

“Cau nghi th&’ nao?” Kusanagi hdi tht.

“Ky la that.” Yukawa ddp. “Toi chi biét néi 1a ky la thoi.”

“R6t cudce van 1a trung hop a?”

“Khong, t0i nghi khic. Xem xong chd tai liéu nay, toi thd'y kha ning
tring hgp khong nhi€u. Chuyén c6 ké nang long dén vay véi mot nguoi
trong twdng twong da da hy hiru r'éi, lai con viéc & ngoai doi thue ¢6 ngwoi
tring ho tring tén v&i ngwoi trong gidc mo nira, lam gi c6 sy tring hop
dén murc d6.”

“Nhwng ciu cling c6 giai thich dwoc dau?”

“Hién tai thi th€"” Yukawa nhin nhung tai li€u trén ban thém lwot ntra.
“T6i hdi ciu clu nay, cdi tén Morisaki Remi tir ddu ma ¢6?”

“Thi da bao 1a Sakamoto mo’ tha’y r'6i ma.”

“Y toi khong phai vay, t6i hdi cdi ngudi trong doi thye co. Nguwdi dit
tén Remi 1a 6ng bo a?”



“Khong, 1a ba me.”
“Cau chac che?”

“Chac chan da’y. Thu thyc 1a sau khi nghe Sakamoto k&€ vEé gidc mo’ ti€n
tri, t6i da tirc t6'c d€n nha Morisaki, hdi han ho doi diéu. Chuyén vé nguon
gdc céi tén, tdi cling hdi vao lic d6.”

Lic Kusanagi dén tw gia nha Morisaki, ngwoi chdong Toshio dang & nha.
Nghe néi vira hay tin vu an, anh ta da ba chan bon cang vé nwéc. Toshio
ndi tran 16i dinh, t dau t&i cudi gho twdng 1én, ning nic doi x& tk hung
thu. Kusanagi thuat lai chuyén gid’c mo' tién tri ctia Sakamoto cho vo’ chdng
ho va Remi nghe, r6i hdi xem ho c6 bi€t manh m&i gi khong.

Toshio mit do tia tai, dwong nhién la kién quy€t pha nhén.

“Mo v&i chda mdng, doi nao ¢6 chuyén ngu xuan nhw thé”. Lai con mo’
dwore nén duyén voi Remi w? Plia méc ma dinh choi mam son a? Hin
mudn go gac ti tinh ti€t gidm nhe nén mdi thdt ra may loi ngd ngan doé
thoi. Tén con bé trong sich v& ngay xwa w? Tin thé” qudi nao dwoc. Bi€t
Remi r'oi mdi viét vao thi ¢4.”

RO rang gid thi€t ctia Toshio khong th€ hinh thanh. Viéc Sakamoto that
st bi€t dén cai tén Morisaki Remi tor mwoi bdy ndm tredc da dwoe vo s&
st that khiach quan chitng minh. Cu&n s& lrru biit ctia hin ciing 12 mot trong
s& do.

Kusanagi da hdi vor chong Morisaki rang ai 1a ngudi dit tén cho Remi
va dit nhw thé nao. Yumiko tra loi thé nay.

“Luic nam trén giwong ciia bénh vién t6i m&i nghi ra céi tén d6. Toi cr
ngo dira bé trong bung 1a con trai, nén khong chuan bj san tén con géi.”

Yumiko 1a ngwoi phu nir voc ddng manh mai, geong mat mang dam nét
Nhat. Phong théi 14n 161 &n tié€ng néi déu tao nhi, toat 1én vé y&u mém.
That khé twdng twong bd dang ciia chi ta lic giwong sting 1én bin.



“Khi didt t€n cho con, chi ¢6 tham khao tai li€u nao khong? Vi du sach
hwong dan dit tén con chang han?”

Yumiko lac dau tredre ciu hdi ciia Kusanagi.

“To6i chang xem may thi d6 dau. Toi chi cAu mong con bé 1n khon
thanh nguwoi 1€ d0, nén mai dat tén cho né 1a Remi.”

“Vay chij c6 hdi y kié¢h ai khong?”
“Khong, chdong tdi bao d€ toi ty quyét.”
“C4i tén hay ding khong? Remi. T6i ung y 1dm.” Toshio dic ¥ néi.

Kusanagi héi y ki€n Remi sau cung. Co6 ta ¢ gwong mat sac nét, trai
ngwgc voi me. Poi mat to tron bdo hiéu mot nhan sac yéu ki€u trong twong
lai.

“Chdu ching hidu d4u cua tai nheo gi hét. N6i chung, chdu chi thay kinh
tdm thoi. May lic &y chdu dang ngu li bi ddy, chi twdng twong dén viéc
mé mét ra thdy tén dan 6ng d6 & bén canh, chdu di ndi hét ca gai 6¢ 1én
roi.” Ping 1a co ta s¢r chét khi€p, ngwdi khé run 12y bay. Yumiko phai nim
chat ban tay dang run ray cua con gai.

“Hin tong chét ngudi trén dwdng chay trén ding khong? Ci ti hinh
quéch di cho ro1.” Toshio day nghién.

“Hwm, c6 ta ngd trong qua trinh xdy ra vu an a?” Yukawa hdi khi
Kusanagi vira dit 1oi.

“Nguroi me no sing khién ctra kinh bi vo. Ti€ng 6n d6 lam Remi thirc
gia’c. Co6 vé cd ta khong hay bié€t chuyén gi da xay ra.”



Yukawa khoanh tay tredc nguc, vé& mit nhw dang ddm chim trong suy
tw. Ping lic d6 Makita budc vao. Anh biwng mot cai khay, trén dé d€ ba
cOc ca phe.

“Tinh hinh sao roi a?” Makita tam tim hoi.

“Théan thong quang dai nhw thay Galileo diy ma cling gio tay xin hang
vu nay.” Kusanagi 12’y hai c6c ca phé, mot cho Yukawa.

“Cho t6i xem the moi dwoe khdong?” Yukawa hoi. “Bic thw Remi giri
hung thu 8y.”

“A, t6i khong git ban gdc, ban photo thi ¢ ddy.” Kusanagi rit mot
quyén tai liéu tw trong ddng gid’y to’ cha't 16n x0On, dat tredc mat Yukawa,
roi mo ra. “Cuaa ciu day.”

“Viét bdng mdy ddnh chit 42”

“Sakamoto khai birc thw dwgc givi qua dwong buru dién triedc hom xay ra
vu 4n mdt ngdy. Ping 13 hdn van con gilr phong bi, trén tem thw c6 déng
ddu buu cuc, cht & cdt tén ngwoi givi va nguoi nhan dwgec danh may.
Nhung chéng ¢6 gi chitng minh Morisaki Remi dd gti birc thw d6 ca. Hay
la Sakamoto tw viét, roi bd vao hom thw giri cho minh nhi, hodc mot ké thi
ba ndo dé biét hin to trdng d&n Remi nén bay tro tréu choc?”

“Bay trd tréu choc thi toi con hi€u dwoc, chit hin cé 1y do gi d€ ty gi
thw cho minh?”

“T6i bi€t dau dwore ddy. N€u 1a han ta thi thwa sirc 1am maYy viée la doi
kieu d6.”

Yukawa hoi nghiéng d4u, lia mét xudng hang chir trén bikc thw Birc thw
¢O ndi dung nhu sau.

Guwri anh Sakamoto Nobuhiko.



Cdm on anh da luén ldng tham déi theo em. Vdy ma em chdng thé ddp
lai tinh cdm cua anh, em thay kho' tam lam.

Chi mot ldn thoi, em mudn dang hoang doi mdt voi anh. Nhwng em
khong ra ngoai gap anh dwoc. Anh hdy dén phong em di! Dém mai, em sé
mé sdan cia phong doi anh. Anh chi cén tréo 1én mdi nha kho la dé dang

vao dwgrc phong em.

Anh hdy am thdm lén vao trong nhé! B6"em di vang, chi co me o nha
thoi. Remi.

Yukawa ngang mat Ién.

“Sakamoto khai han dit tron niém tin vao birc thi nay, nén mdi 1én vao
can phong d6 a?”

“Diing vy. Khor hét chd néi.”

Yukawa chaamg dap lai gi, chi lflng ldng udng ca phé trong coc gidy. Poi
mét phia sau cip kinh nhin chim chim vio mot diém trong khong trung.

Tiép d6 d6i mét 'y nhin vé phia Kusanagi. “Cau bdo & quan Koto nhi?”
“Céi gi co?”

“Nha ctia Sakamoto. Lan trude cdu bao nha hin & quan Koto nhi?”

“O, vay thi sao?”

“Puoee roi!” Yukawa dirng ddy. “Chiing ta tat qua d6 mot chit xem sao!”
“Ha, dén nha Sakamoto v? Ngay bay gio’?”

“Du sao ng6i day phi€n nio thi cling cheatng c6 dap an. Mudn c6 ddp an,

phai Tan ngwoc vé thdi tho Au clia hin @& tim ding khong?” Yukawa néi
roi nhin mat Kusanagi. “Hay 1a cdu khong the cho tay mo’ nhw t6i gap go



gia dinh ctia nghi pham? N&u vay thi t6i xin phép vé day. Toi cling ban
tram cong nghin viéc.”

Tw nhirng kinh nghiém bao lau nay, Kusanagi bi€t nguoi dan ong truedc
mit chi thdt ra cAu nay khi di nim trong tay manh mdi ndo d6. Anh gat
dau, “T6i hi€u r'oi. T6i s€ lya 1oi ndi véi cap trén,” r'oi nhin sang Makita.
“Nho clu lai xe 6 to caa tdi dén tredrc don nhé!”



6.

“Mot ngay no vao nam 1914, mot vi linh muc & ban ddo Balkan mo’ mot
gid’c chiém bao. Trong mo’ 6ng thay mot 14 the vién mau den dat trén cai
ban trong thu phong minh.” Ngdi trén gh& phu, Yukawa bit dau k&. Bon ho
dang trén duong d&n nha Sakamoto. “Birc thwr do thdi ti ciia d& qudc Ao-
Hung gtti dén, trong thw néi rang thai t va vor dd tré thanh nan nhan cla
t0i ac chinh tri & Sarajevo. Ngay hom sau, linh muc nghe tin v¢r chdong thai
t da bi am sat & Sarajevo that.”

O gh& sau, Makita 6 1én thén phuc.
“Chuyén that day 4?7

“Nguoi ta bao vay. Toi thi khong rd ndi dung siu xa thé nao. Tém lai, tw
thoi xa xwa nhirng giai thoai vé gidc mo tién tri da nhi€u d&€n mirc ngao
ngan. Phn nhi€u trong s6 do co 1€ 1a trung hop. Nhuwng trong sd &y, cung
khong it giai thoai kho cé th€ coi la truing hop. Va hau hét nhirng giai thoai
dé déu cé th€ dwoe giai thich rd rang. Vi du, cau chuyén cua vi linh muc
trén dién gidi theo céch nay dwoc khong? Trong canh thé si 61 ren, vi linh
muc thadp thdm lo 4u cho sy an nguy clia vor ch'ong théi tk. Noi s vE céi
chét cua ho 1an khua't @ mdt ngdéc ngach nao d6 trong tam tri 6ng ta. Va roi,
ndi so trong tiém thirc d6 da xua't hién dwdi dang gidc mo'.”

“A, n&u giai thich ki€u d6 thi cling tha’y thuyét phuc ddy chi.”

“Y chu la phai ¢c6 mdt nguyén do dic biét nao d6 thi Sakamoto méi mo’
tha’y cdi tén Morisaki Remi a?” Kusanagi hai.

“Dung vay.”

“Nhwng bi€t dwgre diéu do thi cé tdc dung gi?”



“S€ gidi quy€t dwoc vu an chang?” Yukawa néi. “Toi d6 rang vu an sé
dwore gidi quyét theo mdt hwdng hoan toan khac vai bay gio.”

“Clucoy gi?”

“Ma thoi, tir tr méi hay.” Yukawa nhéch mot bén go ma, né nu cwoi an
y.

Nha Sakamoto nim quay mit ra truc dwong chinh — dwong Kasaibashi.
Ngdi nha c6 ba tang, tang mot dueoc treng dung 1am van phong k€t hop nha
kho. Pwong nhién, gio’ ctira cudn bén ngoai nha dang déng im im.

“That sy chung 61 cling khong biét sao thing bé lai néi nhing néi cudi
nhw thé ntra. Tha'y n6 chang lam phi€n dén ai, t6i trom nghi tha th& con
hon bj dira con gdi troi o1 @4t hd'i nao bat ma't h'on via, nao ngd chuyén lai
ra ndng ndi nay. Toi khong bi€t néi sao cho phai.”

Me ctia Sakamoto, ba Tomiko vira chAm khin tay 1én mét vira nitc né.
Trong mdt géc cia van phong, nhém Kusanagi ng'6i d6i dién voi ba ta. B&
clia Sakamoto d& bénh ngay sau vu 4n, roi cit the’ nim liét giwdng. Chj gdi
ctia Sakamoto la Kanako phai vé nha d€ do’ dan b6 me.

“Nghe néi con trai dng ba bit dau nhic d&n cdi tén Morisaki Remi ldc
hoc 16p bon. Khi d6 anh ta ¢6 gi la khong?” Yukawa dat cau hodi. Anh gidi
thiéu v&i me va chi gdi cua Sakamoto rﬁng minh la giang vién dai hoc,
chuyén nghién ctru vé cdc hién twong ky bi.

“Xem nao... tdi nghi 1a khong.” Ngwoi me nghiéng dau.

“Ba ¢6 thd’y cdi tén Morisaki quen khong? Nhuw 1a tén cia ngwoi nao d6
sOng & gan day chang han?”

“T6i chwa nghe néi dén cai tén d6 bao gio. Khach hang nha t6i cling
khong c6 ngwei nao nhw thé, hang xém lang giéng lai cang khong. Vi vay
viéc thang bé Nobuhiko nghi ra cdi t€n d6, d€n ban than t6i con thdy la.”



“H6i d6 con trai ba hay choi & nhitng chd nhw thé ndo? Ba c6 nh¢ anh
ta thwong la ca quan xa nao hodc lang vang & nha ai khéng?”

Du Yukawa c6 héi cau nao, Tomiko cling chi nhan mat va 18¢c dau. C6 1é
trang thai tinh than khong cho phép ba ta nhé ra, chr cling chang phai da

quén béng ma't ma’y chuyén do.

“Ba c6 d6 vat nao gidp ching t6i hi€u thém vé con trai ba h'6i doé
khong? Nhat ky hay 1a album anh cling dwoc.”

Ng6i nghe cau chuyén & cach d6 mdt quang, Kanako dap thay: “Album
anh thi c6 ddy a.”

“Cho to1 xem duoc khong?”
“Véang. Phién anh cho’ mot chat.”
Kanako buwde 1€n ciu thang.

Tomiko ddt khan tay 1én dau goi, can than gép lai, cai khan da wot siing
nwéc mat.

“Xin hoi, t0i ciia Nobuhiko nghiém trong dé€n mirc nao a?” Ba ta hdi
trong khi mat van cai gam.

“Chuyén do6 ching toi chwa bi€t.” Kusanagi dap. “Phai chi anh ta chi 1én
vao nha nguoi ta thi da danh, dang nay con gay tai nan r'oi bd trd'n ntra.”

“Tréi o11,” Tomiko budng mot ti€ng thé dai tuyét vong. “Sao thing bé Ay
lai 1am ra chuyén tay troi nhw thé ch? N6 von la dira hién lanh.”

Nguwoi nha hung thd nao chang néi thé’, cau néi 1én dé€n miéng, Kusanagi
lai nudt vao trong.

Kanako quay lai. C6 ta cam mdt cudn album anh cé bia mau xanh lam
trén tay. “Clia anh day.”



Yukawa nhén 18y cudn album, d¢ Ién dau g6i roi mdé ra. O bén canh,
Kusanagi cling nhom sang. Trang d4u tién 1a birc anh chyp mdt bé trai tran
trudng ng o1 trén ghe'.

“Anh h'6i 16p bon chd nao nhi?” Vira sot soat 14t gid trang gid'y, Yukawa
vira 1am bam.

“C6 ghi chd thoi gian chup anh day a.” Kanako noi.

Diing 13 ddi chd c6 ghi nhitng dong chir ki€u nhe Nobuhiko — 1€ t6t
nghiép miu gido. Yukawa gié trang & Nobuhiko —1&p bdn ra. O’ @6 ddn vai
ta'm hinh chup vao ngay hoi thao hay buoi da ngoai.

“Chaalng th&’y birc nao htru ich nhi.” Kusanagi noi.

“0,” Yukawa gat dau, vé mat 0 ri.

“Nguoi hi€u nha't vé con ngwoi anh ta h'oi d6 ¢6 phai la ban be khong?”
Kusanagi hét nhin Tomiko lai nhin Kanako r'6i dit cau héi.

“Vang... Nhung hinh nhw tir xwra thing bé da khong cé ban be nio than
thi€t.” Tomiko néi.

(‘Véy ?a?”
“Véang. N6 la dra thich choi mot minh.”

Ping 1a ¢6é cam gidc d6, Kusanagi gat gu dong tinh. Pung lic Ay,
Yukawa huych vao swon Kusanagi. “Nay, cau nhin cdi nay di!”

“Gi vay?”

“Burc anh nay.” Yukawa chi tay vao mot birc anh. Bén canh ghi dong chir
Nobuhiko — 1op hai.

“Lop hai ma.”



“Biét r'oi, cir nhin cho ky di!”

Kusanagi hwéng mdt vio birc anh. Anh chup Nobuhiko bé béng dimng
bén vé dwong. Thay thitr hdn 6m trén tay, Kusanagi tron tron mét. “O’, thi
nay.”

“Céau nho ra chwa?”

“Nh¢ ra r'oi. La con bip bé d6.”

Chéc chin day 14 con bip bé duwoc vé trong cudn s& luu bit. Héa ra 1a
d6 choi cua Sakamoto Nobuhiko a?

Du vy con trai ma choi bip bé thi la qua.

“Con bup b€ nay c6 phai vat ky niém gi khong?” Yukawa hdi me con
Sakamoto.

“A, n&u t6i khong nhdm thi,” c¢6 vé Kanako van con nh¢&, “lic nhd
Nobuhiko dem vé nha, bao 1a dworc nguwoi ta cho. Me ciing nh¢o phai khong
a?’?

“C6 chuyén d6 a?” Tomiko hinh nhw da quén béng mat.

“Hai nguwoi con gitr né khong?” Yukawa hoi.

“Khong, khong con dau.” Kanako qua quyét. “Me t6i quang vao thung
rac roi. Me bao n6 xui xéo.”

“Me noi the"a?”
“Co ndi xui xéo nghia la sao?” Yukawa d'6n dép hai.
“C6 mot bé gai soOng gan day bi 6 t6 tong chét. Cod bé tirng nang niu con

biip bé 14m. Nobuhiko k& né hay choi cling ¢ bé d6 trong cong vién, nén
bo co bé da tang nod con bup be.”



“A,” Tomiko gt gi. “Con nhic me méi nhé, ding 14 ¢ chuyén d6
that.”

“C0 c6 bi€t tén clia bé gdi d6 khong?”

Kanako lic d4u. “T6i cheamg nh¢ dau. C6 khi ter dau n6 da khong ke

Yukawa gat dau, nghi ngoi gi d6 giay lat. Trong dau anh dang ngon
ngang nhtrng suy nghi gi, Kusanagi khong tai nao doan dwgc. Rat nhanh

sau d6, anh ngang dau 1én.

“Cam on hai ngwdi. Thong tin hiru ich 14m.” Anh néi v&i hai me con ho,
ro1 hd1 thuc Kusanagi, “Chung ta di thoi!”

“Mudn tim chu s& htru ctia con buip bé qua.” Quay lai xe, Yukawa noi.
“C6 cach nao tim dwoc khong nhi?”

“Viéc d6 ciling khong phai khdng c¢6 cach. Chi can tra ciru nhirng ghi
chép V€ tai nan giao thong trong qua khi 1a ra thoi. Nhwng rd't cudc chuyén

la th€ nao? Mong cau cho t6i mot 1o gidi thich 16 rang.”

“To1 chwa dam kh?ing dinh chic chin, nhung to6i nghi nhiéu kha ning
con buip b€ dé li€n quan dén gid'c mo tién tri cua Sakamoto.”

“Ki€u nhw hon ma cua bé gai da qua doi trd ngu trong con bip bé a?”
Tw dang sau, Makita n6i xen vao.

Yukawa git dau ma ch:fmg cwoi 18y mot ti€ng, binh thwong anh ludn gat
di may chuyén ki€u nay.

“U nhi. Ciing c6 kha ning dé.”
“Nay, n6i nang nghiém tac di!”

“D1i nhién t61 dang ra't nghiém tac.”



“Chting t6i s€ khong vao cudc né€u khdng biét 1y do. D€ tra ctru ghi chép
Ve tai nan giao thong, tdi phai dwa ra 1o giai thich hop 1y cho cdc sé€p.”

Nghe Kusanagi n6i viy, Yukawa hit mdt hoi that sau, mét van nhin théng
phia trudrc.

“Néu vay toi khong lam kho cau ntra. T6i thi thé nao chang dwoc. Co
giai dwore bi an cta gid'c mo’ tién tri hay khong ciing chang sao.”

“Céu dang doa to1 da’y a?”

“Oan cho t6i qud. Chi 1a ¢ giai doan nay thi t6i ddy cing khong ddm
khang dinh diéu gi.”

Kusanagi thd dai 40 ndo. Néu ngwoi dan 6ng nay rit lui & dy, anh sé
khong c6 cach nao xoay x&.

“Toi hi€u roi. Toi s€ tim cach.”
“Priéu tra ca 6ng bd nira nhé.”
“Bo u?”

“Nguoi cho Sakamoto Nobuhiko con biip bé 1a bd ctia cd bé bi tai nan
con gi?7”

“U nhi.”
Kusanagi phéng xe di. N&u anh bdo cdo rang h'on ma cta bé gii dd nhap
vao con bup bé thi vé mat cac s€p s€ thé nao day? Hinh dung chuyén d6

trong dau, anh tha'y s¢’ nhwng ciing vo cung héo hirc.

Hai hom sau, Kusanagi goi dién cho Yukawa. “Bi€t dwgrc chd s& hiru
ctia con bup bé ro6i.”



“T61 cing mudn khen ciu lam t6t 1dm, nhwng nght lai thi d6 1a cong viéc
cda cac cau ma.”

“Cong viéc d6 khong dé xoi dau nhé. Phai lao tim khd tir tim céch gidi
thich cho mA’y s&p to, ghi chép tai nan thi toan tir thdi xa lo xa lic, tim hi€u
tho6i cling pho’ phac ca ngwoi.”

“Moi sy déu vi ban than ciu thoi. The, két qua ra sao?”

“N6i chung la suy luln trat 18t réi.”

“Hur, trat the¢’ nao?”

“Bé gai d6 tén la Sakurai Mako. Khong phai Morisaki, cling khong phai
Remi.”

“Vay a? That dang ti€c.” Yukawa thing thzatng noi.
“Hinh nhw ciu khong ti&c cho 1dm.”

“T6i chd treong khong ky vong vao nhirng thir vo can ctr. Nhén tién,
cau co6 diéu tra 6ng bd khong?”

“So’ sor théi. HOi xay ra tai nan, anh ta sdng gan nha Sakamoto. Gio
hinh nhw da chuyén dén noi khac. Anh ta lam cong viéc thi€t k&.”

“Nha thi€t k&? Quan do w?”

“Khong, cé vé l1a thi€t k& tranh minh hoa va bia sach.”
“N€&u vay, anh ta lam viéc tai nha nhi?”

“A, toi khong biét can k& d&€n mirc d6. Th& c6 chuyén gi a?”

Nhwng Yukawa khong tra 1ov. O dau day bén kia, hinh nhw anh dang
mién man nghi ngoi.



“Nay, Yukawa!” Kusanagi s0t rudt goi.
“Cang luc t61 cang th@y r6.” Cud1 cung Yukawa cling 1én ti€ng.
“Tha’y la thdy cdi gi?”

“Puwong nét ctia vu dan. C6 mot viéc canh sat Kusanagi ¢in lam ngay sau
Ay 29
day.

“Vigc gl vay?”

“Piéu tra nhirng chuyén & thoi di€m xay ra tai nan. Ong b6 cuia bé gai
d6 ¢6 1671 song nhw thé" nao? Hay dung hét kha nang cta ciu d¢€ tra ro. The
nao cai tén Morisaki Remi cling xua't hién.”

Hét yéu cau nay dén yéu cau khac, Kusanagi khong hi€u dau vao voi
dau ca.

“Cau mot vua hai phai thoi! Pung ¢6 6m khw khr mot minh nhw thé’,
né€u da o mo’ doan ra chan twéng vy an roi thi néi tdi nghe xem nao! Loi
nay toi thay mat lyc lwgng canh sat d€ néi day.”

Podn cdu ta da noi khung 1én r'6i, Yukawa cwoi khic khich.

“Thi thoang nghe giong diéu hong hach dé cta cau cling vui tai. T6i hi€u
roi. Vay ki€m chd nao néi chuyén cho dang hoang nhé! Nghe t6i néi xong,
cau quy€t dinh c6 di€u tra hay khong ciing chwa mudn.” Anh 18’y lai giong
diéu nghi€ém tic. “Néu tdi suy ludn ding, thi b6 cuc vu an sé ddo ngwoc
hoan toan.”

“Lam gi ma van vé th&. Chuyén khi€n nguoi ta kinh ngac d&€n muc dé
sao?”

“T61 nght cau sé bi mot phen kinh ngac ddy. Du it du nhiéu.” Anh thot
ra mQt cau bong dua, nhung giong diéu lai vo cung nghiém trong.



Ma3@y chuc phut sau d6, Kusanagi gdp Yukawa trong mot quan ca phé gan
trrong dai hoc Teito. BEn mot chi€c ban nam trong ciing cuia quan, nha vat
1y trinh bay suy luén ctia minh cho vién canh sat nghe.

Ping 1a m6t cau chuyén khi€n nguoi ta sing so't.



7.

Kusanagi dirng tred'c canh cOng ding ldc ctra chinh mé ra, Morisaki
Yumiko budc ra twr sanh. Vira trong tha’y vién canh sat, gwong mat chi ta da
16 vé bd1i r6i. Kusanagi cii dau chao.

Yumiko vira ddo dac ngd xung quanh, vira di vé phia cong.

“Co chuyén gi a?”

“T6i ¢6 d6i diéu mudn hoi chi. Chang hay chi dinh ra ngoai a?”

“Vang, t6i dang dinh di mua sim.”

“Né&u khong vdi, chi ¢6 th€ danh cho t6i chiit thoi gian khong?”

“Ha?” Yumiko té vé lwong lw, nhung cudi cung cling né nu cwoi va gat
d4u. “T6i hi€u roi. Mo anh vao trong nha. Mong anh thir 16i cho, nha ctra
bwra bdn ldm.”

To6i xin phép, Kusanagi cti dau, bang qua cong.

Du Yumiko bdo nha ctra bira bon, nhung can phong khach bay bd sofa
boc da lai gon gang ngidn ndp qua ddi. Tat thdy d6 dac dwoc x&p dit &
ding noi ding cho, nhitng mén d6 trang tri cao ca’p cling dwoc trang hoang

& noi trong xieng nhw the tuyén bd' vi thé ctia chidng trong can nha nay.

Ong chi nha nay hin nhiéu 16 1&m day, Kusanagi hinh dung. Morisaki
Toshio 1a ki€u ngwoi do.

“Chj ctt ké t6i,” Kusanagi to y khdch sdo, nhung Yumiko vin dem h'dng
tra va banh quy ra d€ thi€t dai. C6 1€ chi ta s€ thd’y bt rirt khdng yén néu
khong ti€p don chu toan ba't k&' vi khach nao.



Kusanagi nhdp mot ngum trd. Mui vi chiang gidng loai tra ndo anh ting
udng trong doi. Hrong thom ddc ddo vd ngéan. Phai ching day la loai tra
chi danh cho nhitng ngwdi 1dm tién nhiéu cta thwdng thirc.

“Tra ngon qua chi a,” anh that long khen ngoi.
“Xin héi, chuyén anh mudn hdi t6i 1a chuyén gi a?”

Kusanagi ngoi lai cho ngay ngén, roi dit tach tra 1én ban. Anh nhd tham
vay la khong degrc udng tra nay niwra roi.

“Lan trede tdi tieng ndi v&i chi nha ciia Sakamoto Nobuhiko & Kiba,
quan Koto nhi.”

“Vang.”

“Lic &y tdi hdi chi da d&n khu d6 bao gio' chwa. Vi Sakamoto nhic dén
tén con gai chi tw ldc nhd, nén t6i doan gitra gia dinh chi va Sakamoto ¢6
m&i lién hé nao d6. Nhung chi néi chic nhw dinh déng cdt rdang minh chwa
tirng d&€n d6. Ping khong?”

Yumiko vAn ling thinh, khé gat dau. N&i bat an in hin trong ddi mét chi
ta.

“Chi nay!” Kusanagi nhin xody siu vao mat d&i phwong. “D&én nwdc
nay roi chi van cai chay cai c6i dwoc a2

“Anh mu6n no6i gi?7”
“Vay chi ¢6 nh¢ cai tén nay khong?” Kusanagi chdm rai 18y cudn so tay,
roi m@ ra. Nhwng that ra anh chang can lam th€&”. B&i cdi tén vié€t trong do

da khac sau vao tam tri anh ro1. Anh noéi: “Sakurai Tsutomu.”

Trong mdt khodnh khic, mit Yumiko tron trirng 1én. Mit may chi ta
nh¢t nhat nhw thé€ mau trong co the’ da bi rit can.



“Chi biét phadi khong?” Kusanagi lap lai cau hoi.
“Khong.” Chj ta 1c dau. “Tdi khong biét ngudi d6.”

Kusanagi git dau. Anh thtra biét chi ta s&€ khong dé dang thira nhan
chuyén nay.

“Anh Sakurai hién dang diéu hanh mot cong ty thi€t k& & Chiba. Anh ta
van 1& bong mot minh.”

“Anh dang 1dm nham cai gi vay? Toi da bao la khong bié€t ngwoi do6 r'oi
con gi.”

“Anh Sakurai,” Kusanagi néi ti€p, “da thwra nhan ¢6 quan hé voi chi.”

Yumiko ngtrng ctr ddng nhw ¢d mdy bj hét pin. P6i mit nhin chim chim
vao thinh khong bit dau vin 1én nhirng tia mau.

“Khoang hai mwoi nam veé tred'c, mdt nha thi€t k& no song tai tdoa chung
cw cach ctra hang thi cong dién cha gia dinh Sakamoto chirng ndm phit di
bd. D6 1a anh Sakurai Tsutomu. Ngwoi vor qua dovi vi bénh tat bd lai anh ta
g tréng nudi con. C6 mot ngudi phu nit déu din hang twan déh nha bd con
ho. Ngwoi phu niv &y 1a chi.” Kusanagi néi 1lién m6t mach. Phai rung cay
doa khi d€ chi ta bi€t anh da diéu tra hét nhé roi.

Thyc ra, Sakurai Tsutomu khdng thira nhdn moi chuyén ngay. Ban dau
anh ta cling mdm nam mié€ng mwoi, nhd't quyét bao khong nhd cai tén
Morisaki. B6 dang mét la may Iét clia anh ta khi chdi diy day khién
Kusanagi virng tin suy luan ctia bon ho 1a ding.

Thai d6 cua Sakurai chi dao dong khi Kusanagi néu ra mdi lién hé gitra
anh ta v&i Morisaki Yumiko. Anh nim duwoc trude ddy anh ta c6 thoi gian
giang day tai mot treong van héa & Ikebukuro, va Morisaki Yumiko 1a mot
trong s& hoc sinh & d6. Hoc sinh theo hoc khoa thi€t k& sach nay 1é t& dwoc
vai mong, va trong von ven ntra nam, khéa hoc da bi huy bd. Thém ntra,



khong it Tan chi ¢6 Morisaki Yumiko mot minh dén 1&p. Khong ¢6 1y nao
Sakurai quén chi ta.

G0 ma Yumiko méo xéch. C6 I€ chi ta dang ¢4 nin ra nu cwoi.

“Tai sao?” Chi ta néi. “Sao dén gio’ phit nay con nhac lai chuyén &y?
Chuyén tw dori tdm hodnh nao r'6i.”

“Vi ¢6 lién quan mat thi€t t&i vu an nay. Han chi 1a ngwoi hi€u ro nhat
viec do.”

“T6i chang hieu gi hét.”

“Chi con nh& cd bé Sakurai Mako chir? D6 1a con gdi clia anh Sakurai.
Chang phai cd bé ra't quan quyt chi sao? Tdi nghe néi c6 bé lic nao cling
om khuw khw con bup b€ chi tdng”

Nghe dén twr “bip bé”, bi€u cam trwdc sau nhr mdt ciia Yumiko da doi
khac. Hét nhw bao strc lwc trong ngwoi déu bay bién hét. Kusanagi ¢6 cam
giac chi ta da budng xuoi.

“Bé Mako da dat tén cho con bup bé d6. Chi cling bi€t phai khong?
Pung viy, chinh la cai tén Remi. Chwa hét, co bé nghi bup bé can co ho
ntra. Nhwng khong phai ho Sakurai. B&i d6i voi bé Mako, Remi 1a con cia
cd tot bung, hing tuan dén choi véi minh. Va cir the Morisaki Remi di tré
thanh t€n ctia con bup bé.”

Yumiko guc hin dau vé ding trede. Poi vai chi ta khé rung 1én.
“Chuyén bé Mako gip tai nan giao thong va qua doi, chi van con nhé
chtr? Ding ding bao nhiéu ndm tro1i sau d6, chi van qua lai v&i anh Sakurai.

Nhwng k&t cuc hai ngwoi chia lia ddi nga c6 phai béi chi da hoai thai?”

Yumiko khong tra 1oi. Kusanagi nhan dinh im ling la d6ng tinh.



“Chiang bao 1au sau, chj ha sinh mot bé gdi. T6i khong rd dira bé 1a con
ctia chdong chi hay con ctia anh Sakurai. Nhwng mau chdt & day la céi tén
chi dat cho dira bé. Remi. Ping vay, chi dung tén con bip bé d€ dit cho con
g4i minh.”

Co6 hong kho khoc, nhung Kusanagi khong dong vao tach tra, ma noi
ti€p.

“To61 khong bi€t tdm tw cda chi ra sao khi ddt cho con minh cdi tén do6.
Co6 thé chi veong van tinh cii, hodc chi don gian thdy tén d6 hay hay. Tém
lai, cing v&i cdi tén cla con blip bé me minh dat cho, Morisaki Remi da
khdée manh 1én Ién trong mwoi sau nam qua. Trong khoang thoi gian do,
chi chwa mot Ian tai ngd anh Sakurai. Hén chj yén tri rdng viéc vung trom
trong qua khir da dwoe che gidu kin k€. Nhwng dau ai bi€t tredc chir ngo,
dang yén dang lanh thi mdt ngwdi dan 6ng 4t o xud't hién trwede mét chi. B
la Sakamoto Nobuhiko.”

Yumiko van chim trong yén ling. Tw th& ng'6i khong thay doi. C6 vé chi
ta da ha quy€t tam nghe anh n61 hét moi chuyén xem thé nao da.

“Nghe Remi k& dia chi nha Sakamoto, roi viéc hén ta mot muc cho ring
minh biét cai tén Morisaki Remi tir mwoi ma’y nam trwdec, hin chi da chot
da. Tryc gidc mdch bdo chi k& nay chic chdn c6 mdi quan hé ndo d6 vé&i b
con anh Sakurai. Va tryc gidc cta chi da ding.”

Kusanagi k&€ vé mdi lién quan gitra Sakamoto va con bup bé ctia Sakurai
Mako. Hinh nhw day la Tan dau tién chi ta nghe n6i d€n chuyén nay, trén
gwong mit chij ta hién 1&én vé kinh ngac xen 1an tuyét vong.

“Chaamg kh6 d€ hinh dung Sakurai Mako da néi cho Sakamoto nghe tén
con bup bé. Nhwng me Sakamoto da vit con bip bé d6 di roi. Sakamoto
baYy gio chic phai chiu cd sdc ning né, nhung dira bé con non nét di nhanh
chéng cho chuyén nay vao quén lang. Va roi mdt ngay no cua hai nam sau,
hin d6t nhién nh& ra riéng cdi tén ctia con bup bé thdi. Morisaki Remi, t6i
nghi cdi tén nay c6 1& da lay dong tAm can hin. K&t qua 12 hin tin nguoi
con gdi v&i cdi tén nhu vdy ton tai trén doi ndy, hin va c6 ta dwoc mot soi



diy to h'ong vo hinh gin két. Khong 1au sau, hin dit chit Han cho cdi tén.
Chir Han hén nghi ra tring v&i tén con gai chi cing chflng cO gi dang ngac
nhién. Nghe dén tén Morisaki Remi, han nhiéu ngwoi s€ lién twdng dén
chr Han twong ty.” Kusanagi ti€p tuc. “DPwong nhién chi khong bi€t ndi
tinh nay, nhwng chi van nhan thitc 16 sy tOn tai clia Sakamoto sé khién
minh gdp nguy hiém. Néu d& mic hin tr tung tv tdc, chang chéng thi chay
chuyén vung trdm nim xwa cia chi s& bj phanh phui. A khéng, c6 1& diéu
chi lo so’ nha't 1a Remi thye cha't 1a giot mau cua ai.”

“Remi 13,” Yumiko vAn cudi gdm mit, néi nhw rén ri, “la con cia chdng
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to1.

Kusanagi thé dai. D&€n nwde nay roi thi tranh ludn chuyén d6 phdng cé
ich gi.

“Vi thé&’, diéu chi tran tré 1a 1am sao d€ trir khir Sakamoto mdt cach hop
phdp. Va mdt y nghi nay ra trong dau chi, d6 la giét ngwoi do phong vé
chinh déng. Chi s& du Sakamoto vio trong, nham ding ldc hin 1&n vao
phong con gdi minh r'o6i bin chét. Chij tuyét nhién khong bj ngudi doi ché
trach, theo luat phong chdng trom cip, nhiéu kha niing chj con khong bj xét
t0i. Mot k& hoach hoan hdo. Chi tinh sai & diém vién dan da khong gam
tring ngwoi Sakamoto.”

Pén diy, cudi cing Yumiko di ngdhg mit 1én. Chij ta lic dau. Nhung
dong tac d6 trong that yéu ot.

“Khong phai, lam gi cé chuyén dé6... toi chaalng 1én k& hoach gi hét.”

“Ching t6i da c¢6 day da chirng cr.” Kusanagi treng ra nét mat binh
than. “Sau khi phén tich ky bitrc thw din du Sakamoto, ching t6i da xdc
minh dwoc dong mdy danh chw, va loai gidYy, cling tim thdy mdy déanh chw
twong tw trong 1op day nd'u dn ma chi theo hoc. Nghe néi gidng vién thi
thoang st dung né d€ viet cong thirc mén #n. C6 nhan ching khai rang gan
day thay chi st dung cai may dé. Cling ndi that cho chi bi€t, hom qua cac
thanh tra d6ng nghiép cua téi da danh ca ntra ngay d€ tim ruy bang myc cua
mdy. K&t qua 12 ndi dung birc thwe vin cOn nguyén ven trén ruy bing.”



Trén cwong vi cia minh, nhitng di€u phai néi anh da néi hét. Viéc con
lai chi 1a cho céu tra 1ol cia Yumiko.

DPo6i mat dé ngau cia Yumiko bat dau tra 1€. Nwde mat trao ra, loang mot
céi da wot dAm hang mi. Chj ta khong bu'dn lau hang nedc mit d6. “Anh c6
the chuyén loi véi ch'dong toi rang Remi la con ctia anh 4y khong?”

Kusanagi khong ddap. Anh dit cau hoi thay cho ciu tra 1oi. “Phién chj
dén don canh sat mdt chuyén dwgrc khong?”

Viang, chi ta i nhi dap.

Mot chiéc 6 td dd trede nha Morisaki. Trén xe, Makita va hai cdnh sét
ntra tic trec san. Kusanagi da lién lac trede, bdo ho dgi. Anh ban giao
Yumiko cho ho.

“T6i s€ quay v€ ddi sau.” Kusanagi néi voi Makita. Makita gat déu,
phong xe vit di. Ng6i & gh€” sau, d6i mat Yumiko van cham chd doi vé
dang trwdec.

Kusanagi di bd ngwoc lai hwong xe lao di. Chi€c Skyline dang dd cdch
dé6 tam hai mwroi mét. Yukawa da kip ddnh mot gid'c ngon lanh trén cédi ghé’
phu ngé ra sau. Kusanagi vwra 1€n xe thi Yukawa choang tinh. “Cé vé da
xong hé&t r'oi ha?”

“U. Mot cong viéc dang ghét.”
“Thé& nén lrong 1au clia cAu mdi cao chét vot.”

“Quan trong hon,” Kusanagi quay mdt sang gh€ phu. “Lan nay cung la
cau giai vay gidp tdi. Cam on ciu nhé!”

“T6i chi mudn thda man thdi wa tim toi cda minh thdi. Khoéi cin ciu cam
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on.



“Nhung n€u khong nghe suy ludn d6 cta ciu, thi ching t6i da khong
nghi ngo’ chi ta.”

Anh bdng nhé lai minh d3 séng sot th€ nao khi nghe suy luin cua
Yukawa. “Me ctia Morisaki Remi rat kha nghi,” d6 l1a 1o dau tién céu ta
tho't ra. Cau ta ndi tinh hudng ctia vu an 1a can c thir nhat.

“M@&1i chi 10 mo’ cdm nhén ¢6 ngwoi ddt nhap ma ngwoi me da cam sing
lao vao phong con géi, k€ cling la. Va lai, n€u ti€ng dong ma nguwoi kia gy
ra lon dén murc do, hin Remi phai phat hién trwedc tién. Nhwng trong thuc
t& co ta cr ngdi mé mét, hung thi d&€n bén giwrong minh con khong biét. Chi
cé ngwoi me cam nhan nguy hi€m, huing ho vac cd sing dén. Phai ching
hanh dong nay c6 van de?”

R6i Yukawa trinh bay mot suy luin tdo bao. Ring vu 4n ndy phai ching
la mot Am muu.

“Gia st myc dich cua ngwoi me 1a dan deng vu dn nhw phong vé chinh
déng d€ giét chét Sakamoto, thi dong co’ clia chi ta 1a gi? Tbdi cho ring ¢
li€n quan dén gidc mo tién tri. Liéu trong gid’c mo d6 c6 an gidu diéu gi
bat lgi cho chi ta khdong? Gid st mwoi bady ndm veé truwdc, thoi di€ém
Sakamoto nim mo, gira h&n va Morisaki Yumiko c¢6 mdi lién hé nao dé.
P& hinh thanh mdi lién hé v&i hin lde nhd, chi ta phai ldng vang quanh khu
nha hin. VA lai ¢an thuong xuyén nhr com bira. Chi ta mudn che gidu
diéu d6. Tai sao nhi? N&u mdt ba ndi tror phai che gidu viéc minh d€n mot
nol nao do, thi 1y do s€ goi gon lai.”

Ngoai tinh, Kusanagi va Makita 1ap tirc nay s6 trong d4u.

“C6 1& nén suy luan rang nhan tinh ctia Morisaki Yumiko 12 mot ngudi &
gan Sakamoto thu¢ nhd. Du vay, co hoi d€ mdt dira tré ti€u hoc than thiét
véi mot ngudi dan 6ng tredng thanh khong nhiéu 1dm. N&u nhan tinh d6 1a

bd’ ctia ngwei ban choi cuing thi hgp 1y hon.”

Thé 1a Yukawa dé nghi diéu tra doi tw ciia ngwoi bd khi do.



“Vu 4n la lung nhi.” Kusanagi vira cdm chia khéa vio &, vira chiém
nghiém. “Sakamoto dén gio' van chwa biét tai sao minh mo thd’y cdi tén
Morisaki Remi dau. Cing chaamg nhan ra ky ni€ém v€ mot con bip bé da
thao ting cudc doi hin.”

“Con ngudi ai ma ching bi thit ¢i d6 thao ting.” Yukawa néi roi ngdp
mot hoi dai.

“Cé quén nay, Blue Moutain ngon 14m.”
“Gan day khong?”

“OY Todoroki.”

“Hay day.”

Kusanagi n0 mady.



Chuong 2
NHIN THAY MA



1.

Nagai Kiyomi cho doii, trén minh khodc bé com-1é mau vang. T6ng mau
rec 1o khién nguoi ta lién twdng d€n qua chanh. Kiyomi thich mau nay
1im. Nh¢ nang chwng dién nhu vay, nén dit quan ca phé khd 1én lai chat
cirng khich khira, Hosoya Tadao van tirc khic tim thdy nang.

“Anh xin 10i, xin 156i em. Anh vtra dinh v@é thi tredng phong ty dung sai
lam may viéc ky cuc.” Hosoya vira vung vay ban tay 1én xudng tried'c mat,
vira ng'6i xudng ghé&” doi dién véi Kiyomi. Hin hen gip nang ldc bay gio,
nhwng toi mudn gan hai mwoi phit.

Kiyomi byc bdi ra mit. D6i moi méo xéch kia dang k&' 1€ ndi buc do.
“Anh ma mudn thém nam phit nwra 1a em bd veé roi day!”

“Thé& nén anh da xin 16i roi con gi. A, cho tdi ca phé!” Hosoya néi vdi
nwr phuc vu dé€n nhan goi mon.

Minh Tan nao d&€n mudn nira ti€ng dong h'6 ciling than nhién nhw khong,
ngudi ta thi thodng mudn cé vai phit di bay dit gidn ddi, hdn nghi trong
long vay thoi chir dai gi ma ndi thanh 1oi. Thd't ra cau d6 thi Kiyomi dung
diing bd vé 1a cdi chéc.

“O1i, em déi con ca rudt r'oi.”

“Anh hi€u roi. HOm nay em thich an gi anh moi, deng gidn anh ntra
nhé!”

“An gi cling dwgre w? C6 that khong?” Biu cam trén grong mit Kiyomi

da thay doi doi chut.

~

“U, that ma.”



“Vay thi, c6 chd nay em ludn mudn dén thit xem sao.” Kiyomi mé cdi
tdi Gucci, 14y ra mau bdo trong nhu cit tir tap chi. D6 12 bai gidi thiéu mot
nha hang Phap ndi ti€ng. Nghe dau nha hang d6 ndi danh vi gid ca dit do,
chw chang phdi vi mén dn ngon lanh. Trong khodnh khic, moi thit xung
quanh t6i sAm lai, hin ndo c6 ring rinh tién bac gi cho cam. Nhung lai
ching n& d& Kiyomi mat hing thém nira.

“Anh hi€u roi. Nhung c6 vé can dit chd trede.”

“Gio’ anh goi dién thoai 1a dwo'c ma?”

“Em néi phai.”

Hosoya ¢cam mau bao dirng ddy, di ra ngoai, bA'm dién thoai di ddng goi
dén nha hang kia. Hin chi mong ho bdo hom nay hét chd roi, nhung thoi
buoi nay hang quan nao chang bu6n ban & am, thanh tht han dé dang dat

dworc ban.

Khi hin quay lai, thong bdo tinh hinh, Kiyomi cwdi tim tim, doi mét
long lanh.

“Va't va cho anh qua!”
Dwong nhw nang da twoi tinh tré lai. Han vira ngam nhin nu cwoi nhw
ctia con yéu tinh nho &Yy, vira nham nhi c&c ca phé den dwgc bung té&i. Long

tham nghi nu cwoi d6 da danh tring di€m yéu cua ké si tinh.

An udng xong xudi, Kiyomi lién tuc d€ y gio gid’c. Hosoya ciling bat
giac nhin d6ng h'6 theo. Pa hon mwoi gio tdi.

“Em ban viéc gi a?” Hosoya héi.
“Vang. Xin 16i anh, em phdi vé bay gio day.”

“Em bdo phai chuan bi 6 dac d€’ di du lich nhi?”



“Vang. Ngay mai xua't phat roi, ma em chwa chuan bi gi hét.” Kiyomi I¢
lwoi ra.

“Em di Singapore nhi?”

“Vang.”

“Lé nao di cung &ng c vién sang gia cho chirc ban trai?”

“Ngoc vira thoi. Lam gi ¢6 chuyén d6. Em di du lich mua sim cling may
cd ban dai hoc.” Sau khi cwoi néi vy, Kiyomi dot nhién nhiu may u ri.
“T61 nay lai c6 dién thoai goi d&n cho ma xem. Em chéc chén day.”

Hosoya hi€u ngay tirc thi ham y trong cdu ndi cia nang. “Cau ta goi w?”

“Chéc vay a. Hom ndo quén déng cira, 12 y ring anh ta goi dén.”

“Cau ta ddng 1la mot 1ong mot da véi em nhi.”

“Em dang r6i tinh r61 mu 1én ddy. Ma lanh nhat ho hitng qua ciing
khong xong.”

Hosoya thé’ dai ndo n€.
“Ciing dén lic em phai néi thang ra roi. Lam vay la d€' t6t cho ciu ta.

“Chuyén d6 em hi€u, nhung ¢t khé mé 1o thé nao &y. Hay em néi tén
anh ra dwo'c khong?”

“Thi chi con nwdc d6. Du sao ciling 1a sy that, cdy kim nam trong boc ¢6
ngay s€ loi ra thoi.”

“Kho noi that.” Kiyomi nhdn mat.

“Em ngai thi d€ anh ndi thay nhé!”



Khudn mat nang thodng 16 vé bat ngo tred'c d€ nghi ctia Hosoya. Nang
tram tw gidy lat, roi khé gat dau.

“U nhi. Anh s& ctru em mdt ban thua trong tha'y.”
“Anh s€ n6i chuyén voi ciu ta s¢m thoi.”

“Liéu tinh ban cta hai ngwoi ¢6 ran nirt khong da’y?” Kiyomi hoi véi nu
cuwdi toe toét trén mdi. Hin cdm twdng nang hdi vay vi long hidu ky thoi
thdc, chi khong phai quan tim lo 18ng gi cho cdi than hén.

“Chac, dé&n lic 4y hing hay.” Hosoya ndi.

Roi khéi nha hang, hai ngwoi di ra dwong céi d€ don taxi. Bing lic mét
chiéc xe trong ngang qua, Hosoya dinh gio tay 1én vay, song Kiyomi ngin
lai “A, anh doi em mot chat!”

Nang 16i cdi mdy anh nhd trong tdi ra. R6i hoi khom lwng, lia 6ng kinh
vao cOt dién bén canh. O d6 c6 mot con meo con 16ng vét 16m dom, co vé
12 méo hoang. Nang an ntt chyp ba Ian. Dén flash 16e sdng mdi I4n nang
bam nut chup.

“Em van ludén mang mdy anh di mudn noi nhi.” Hosoya nai.

“Véng. Tai vi, lam sao em bié€t co’ hoi bAm mdy s€ t&i vao lic nao.” Vira
phén tran, nang vira cat mdy anh vao trong tui.

Ngay trong budi hen dau ti€n, Hosoya da nghe nang k& vEé thd vui chup
anh ma gan diy nang trét say mé. Thue ra lic dé nang con khoe v&i hin vai
tdc pham cua minh. Tay ngh€ chup cia nang ciing khé, nhwng phong céch
chup qua don diéu. Hosoya lién twdng tdi nhirng birc anh dwore bA'm nhay
lién tuc trong budi chup hinh thoi trang. Chi it, hin khong cho ring nhitng
btrc anh nay s€ c6 ngay bi€n gid’c mo' m@ trién 1am ca nhan cda nang thanh
hién thuec.



“Em ct tuy tién ba dau chup day nhw thé’, da bao gio’ chup phai thir gi
ky la chwa?” Hosoya hédi sau khi 1én taxi. Can hd cua Kiyomi & Koenji.
Dura nang vé d6 roi, Hosoya m&i vé nha minh & Nerima, hin hay di theo 16
trinh nay.

“Thtr ky la la sao a?”

“Vi duy nhw, xem nao, anh tam linh chang han.”

“Al” Kiyomi hd h6c mom, git dau. “C6 dam ba Tan em trét chup dwoc
anh phong cach dé.”

“Ha? That khong?”

“Anh mang phong cdch d6 thoi a. Nhw cdi bng mau tring, mo 4o nay.
Nhwng em khong 16 c6 phai la anh tdm linh that khong ntra.”

“Né&u ma that thi khéo phai 1am I€ thanh tdy day.”

“Em chju. Ciing ching quan trong!” DGt 1&i, nang tinh qudi nhin
Hosoya. “That ra c6 mdt [an em da cd tinh chup ddy.”

“Bang cach nao?”

“Thi d&n noi ngwoi ta d6n 1a ma s€ hién ra néu chup anh vao budi toi.
Em di ¢6 mét minh, nén s¢’ chét di duwoc.”

“Thé& em chup r'6i a?”
(‘Vﬁng”
“KE&t qua ra sao?”

“Chi chup dwore anh mang phong cach d6 thdi, nhwng con tily vao cach
nhin nwa.”



(‘Hé?”

“Lan t&i em s€ cho anh xem. Nhwng birc anh d6 khong cé gi dic biét
dau.”

“U, anh mu6n xem lidm.” Hosoya néi vy roi nudt nwdc bot. Hin phét
cudng v&i ma’y chuyén ki€u nay.

“Nhuwng ma,” Kiyomi li€m moi, “khi d6, em 16 chup dwore mét bire kinh
khung hon ngan van [an.”

“Ha? Anh thé nao?”

“Véang, em khdng néi cho anh nghe dwoc, nhwng dé 1a birc anh may man
clia em.

“Anh gi vay? Anh td md qu4d.”

“Xin 16i anh. Em néi linh tinh thoi. Anh deng d€ bung. Ma quan trong
hon...”

Kiyomi ldi sang chuyé&n khac. Nang trong c¢6 vé hdi han vi 1o k€ chuyén
birc anh may man.

Hosoya gat dau huia theo, nhwng sy hi€u ky vé birc anh d6 khéng ngung
thdi thic hén.

Puwa nang vé nha roi, ngdi trong xe taxi, hdn 101 dién thoai ra. Ti€p do,
hdn bat man hinh goi tdt, trén d6 hién so dién thoai dwgce lru t€n Kosugi
Hirofumi.

Kosugi 1a ban chi cdt cia Hosoya ti thoii dai hoc. Hai ngwoi hoc hai
khoa khac nhau, nhwng cung sinh hoat trong cau lac bd bong bau duc.
Tham thodt 4 muwdi nim trdi qua k& tir khi tot nghiép, nhung dén gio tinh
cam van khing khit, d&n d6 mot thang ho phai gdp nhau mot TAn m&i dworc.



Chung mdt thang trwdre, Kosugi goi cho hin, ra 1am mot chdu nhau sau
gior tan s¢&. Cau ta bdo tim thd'y mét quan m&i. Hosoya khdng khoi kinh
ngac. B&i hi&€m hoi 1dm ciu ta m&i khoi ra y twdng ki€u nay.

Quén d6 nim & Shinbashi. Khach khita toan nhitng ngudi tré trung phoi
ph&i, dem lai bau khdng khi vui twoi. Nhin thdy vai ti€p vién nir dang tiép
don khach, Hosoya cang thém stirng sot. Kosugi von d¢ t€ trong khoan tro
chuyén v&i phdi nir. Viéc cau ta dat chan dé€n chdn nay chaamg khac nao sam
dong gitra troi quang.

Nagai Kiyomi lam viéc tai d6. Vira thd'y mat Kosugi, nang 1ién di vé
phia ho, ngdi xudng ghe¢ doi dién. Nang khong qua xinh dep my miéu,
nhwng c6 nét ngdy tho lai quyén ri la thwong. Khi &y nang ciing dién quéan
4o mau vang. Tw gidy phit dau tién gidp go, Hosoya da tring ti€ng sét ai
tinh. Nhung nhin bo dang cta Kosugi, hin d3 dodn duoc 1y do ciu ta dén
day. Viéc cdu ta chét mé chét mét Kiyomi da rd nhw ban ngay. M6t nguoi
clr gdp gdi la cay miéng khéng néi nhw ciu ta lai dang chat vat thu hit sy
chu y ctia ngwoi dep.

Ra khéi quan, Hosoya gang hdi sy tinh. Kosugi thira nhin ngay tirc
khéc. Con boc bach ring mudn qua lai véi nang bang moi gia.

“Nhwng chuyén tinh cam ching tién triéh nhv § nguyén cia t& gi ca.
Theo cdu t& phai dung cach gi d€ chinh phuc dworc mét ngwoi phu nir nhw
the’ day?” Kosugi vira gdi mai téc ngén cut 1an vira hoi.

Pén gio phit nay Hosoya van an hdn, ddng 18 ldc d6 hin nén néi théng
vao mit cau ta, rﬁng ki€u phu ntr d6 khong hgp v&i cdu dau, cau nén budng
tay thi hon. N&u hin 1am vay, c6 18 chuyén da don gian hon nhleu Nhu’ng
hin chang ddm m¢ loi, chi dong vién, “O, thi chi ¢6 cdch c& ging d&€ ngudi
ta biét dwore tinh cam cua minh tho6i.”

Mit khéc, sau lung Kosugi, Hosoya bi mat ti€p cin Kiyomi. Nam [an
bay lwg't mot minh d&€n quan nang lam, khong 1au sau thi moi nang di choi.
Nang ngi vao long hdn nhanh d&n ngd ngang.



“Tw IAn dau gdp mat, em da nghi ching ta c¢6 chung tan s6.” D6 1a loi
nang thot ra sau khi hai ngwoi Tan dau dén khach san.

Puong nhién Kosugi chealng heé phat hién ra m&i quan hé cta hai nguoi.
ba thé’, gan day cdu ta con goi dién h'd hoi khoe voi Hosoya: “Co vé cudi
cling t& da ndm gitr dwore tri tim ngudi dep.” Nhung theo 1o Kiyomi thi:
“Chaamg c6 gi khac truede. Anh ta chi 1a mot khach hang binh thwong.” Ngay
thang viin vut troi, hin din long phai sé'm gidi bay sy tinh.

Pa dén ldc phai dat dd'u cham hét cho moi chuyén roi.

Hosoya an nut goi trén dién thoai di dong. Ti€ng chudong vang 1€n hai
Tan, dién thoai duwoc két noi.

“Vang, a 16.” Hin nghe thd’y giong dan 6ng. Nhung rd rang khong phai
giong cua Kosugi.

“A 10, xin hoi d6 c¢6 phai nha cua Kosugi khong?”’

“Vang, day 1a nha cia Kosugi... A, c6 phai Hosoya khong?”

Tw giong ndi va ngir di€u, Hosoya ciing doan dwore dau day bén kia 1a ai.

“Gi vay, Yamashita a? Cau lam gi & d6 th&?”

“Kosugi nho’ t& trong nha ho. Nhung ching ¢6 viéc gi d& 1am, nén &
dang chan day. Cau goi ding lic lam. Hay cdu ciing dén day di! Gio dang

& phwong troi nao thé?”

“Pang trén taxi chay xudi vé hwdng bac trén dwong vanh dai sd bay
Ay 29
day.

“Thé thi manh dan xoay v0 lang cta béc tai sang bén trai di! T¢ doi cau
d6. Rworu ddy 4m fp, t61 nay cit phai nhau thau dém cho thda, 1au 1&m mdi
c6 dip nay.” Yamashita ctr th& tudn ra mdt trang roi cip may, chéng phén
cho hén néi cau nao.



Panh vay, hay d&n gbép vui nhi, Hosoya ca't dién thoai vao trong tdi do
khodc, r'oi noi, “Xin 10i bac tai, to6i mudén doi di€ém dén. Phién bac chd t6i
dén Kugayama.”

Kosugi sdng trong mot can nha Iién k€ cii ky, né cung voi can k& bén
tao thanh dang nha song lip. Nha xiy hai ting, c6 két cAdu 2LDK 3/,
Kosugi hay khoe nho’ ¢6 manh veon twom tat ma ciu ta cé the€ tin hudng
cam giac nhw s6ng & nha biét 1ap.

Trong cin nha d6 Yamashita dang nhaAm nhi bia cho hdn d&n. Yamashita
cling 12 c4u ban hin két giao tir h'6i & ciu lac bd béng bau duc. Cong ty
thi€t k& cau ta trng lam viéc pha sdn vao ndm ngoadi, gio’ ciu ta dang ki€m
cong an viéc lam.

“Kosugi ra ngoai tw ldc chap t6i. Cdu &y bdo phdong van xong sé dén
Osaka bang 6 t6. Nghe n6i ngdy mai phdi di thu thip tu liéu tir sdng s¢'m
tinh mo’. Phong vién the thao ma va't va qua nhi.” Tt ngr Yamashita néi diu
hé€t vao nhau.

La ngwoi van hay chir t6t, sau khi t6t nghiép dai hoc, Kosugi khong di
tim viéc ma vira 1am thém trong mot cdng ty xud't ban, vira bat dau cong
viéc viét lach tw do. Prong nhién ban du ciu ta tray trat 1dm mdi cé viée
d€ lam, nhung hién gio nhirng bai bdo ciu ta chap biit d lot vio mat xanh
cta vai tap chi, toa bdo. Theo loi Yamashita, Kosugi di thu thap tw liéu &
mot cau lac bd bong da thi€u nién nao d6 mai tdn Osaka.

Hin trong tha'y mdt con meéo & géc phong. Giong meéo Ba T 10ng trang
mu6t. Han chwra nghe cdu ta k& chuyén nudi meéo bao gio.

“Meo clia ngwoi quen da’y, hinh nhw givi cu Ay nudi ho twe tuan trude.
HOm nay ciu &y phai di thu thap tw liéu gdp, nén mdi nho t& trdng nha

cho. Ma trong nha gi chir, d&n day chdm meéo thi ding hon 1a tréng nha.”

“Ra Vay.”



“T& clr lo s6t v6 vi tir thud cha sinh me dé dén gior dd cham meo bao
gior dau, nhwng hoéa ra cling khong phai cong to viéc lon gi. Con meéo ngoan
18m, lai dwore chii day dd dén noi dén chdn nén biét di vé sinh ding chd.”

“Cong x4 trong nha dugc bao nhiéu the?”

“MOt ngay nam nghin yén, bao chi phi can thi€t. Ma chi viéc quanh
quan mot chd thdi, nén t& ndo ddm than van 18y mot 1oi. Cai nglk vO cong
roi nghé nhu t& ddy, c6 viéc d& 1am 12 ming rét nedc mét roi,” Yamashita
ndi vé tu trach r'oi cwoi xoa.

Sau d6 hai nguoi vira han huyén chuyén cii, vira nd'c nhw nwde 13 hét bia
dén reou whisky, regru Nhat. Trong nha ma ciing c6 dai ngd riéng, d0 trong
td lanh mu6n danh chén bao nhi€u tuy thich, lai cé theé ué6ng ca rwou nira.
Bia chai c¢& 16m x&p chat cirng thi lanh, whisky chwa khui nip va riou Nhat
d& mdi loai mot chai.

Chéc do ndc regru vo toi va, nén m&i qua nira dém Yamashita da bit dau
gi gat, d&n gan mot gio sang thi ngdp ngin ngdp dai. C6 lay goi thé nao
cting khong buon day.

Ding 1a hét thud'c chira v&i ga nay.

Hosoya ddp cdi chin & bén canh 1én nguoi cu ta, roi ditng day. Hin
dinh 1&én phong trén fang hai ddnh mot gidc. Hin dit mot ban chan 1én bic
Cau thang, 4n cong tic trén twong. Cin phong ldp tirc chim vao béng t&i
tham tham.

Sw t61 tdm nay vuot qua dy liéu cua hén, hoi men trong nguoi khién co
th€ hin chao ddo trong phut chd'c. Hén loang choang, ci th&’ khuyu xudng
san.

Chét do. Khong ngo lai say meém nhw thé nay.

Hin xoa xoa mit, ¢c6” dirng 1én.



Pung luc aYy.

Han thdy ai d6 ding ngay bén ngoai 6 ctra sO trdng ra manh vwon.
Nguwoi d6 dang nhin cham cham vao trong nay.

Hin giat ndy minh. Nhung khodnh khic ti&p theo, mdt ndi kinh ngac
khdc lai bia vay hén.

Du bj ngén céch b&i tA'm rém ding ten, hdn van nhin ra Kiyomi ding d6.
B0 com-1é mau vang chanh dy, han m&i thdy vai ti€éng d6ng h'd truedc thoi.
Anh sdng nhat nhoa bén ngoai roi vao khi€n bd d6 ndi 1€n trong bong to1i.

Hosoya chay vé phia sanh. Nhwng mat han chwa kip quen v&i bong t61,
lai chuénh chodng say, nén co’ th€ va vao hé€t cho nay dén chd khac. M&
toang ctra, han lao ra ngoai trén doi chan tran.

“Kiyomi,” hdn goi.

Nhung chaamg thd’y ti€ng nang dap lai. Van trén doi chan tran, Hosoya
chay vé phia ctra s0. O day ciing khong tha’y bong dang nang dau.

Chuyén gi thé nay, long hin chan dong, tAm trf r&i bdi. Kiyomi khong
doi nao dén day. Nang tranh Kosugi nhw tranh ta.

Cam gidc nhdn nhao d4n lan tda trong I'6ng ngyc hin. Hin 13y dién
thoai, thir goi d&€n nha nang tredc. Nhwng chang ¢ ai nha'c may. Ti€p theo
hin goi vao dién thoai di dong ctia nang. K&t qua van vay.

Hosoya nghi ngoi gidy l4t, TAn nay hin goi d&n mot s§” dién thoai khdc.
D6 1a s cua nguoi phu nir tén Oda Fujiko. C6 ta l1a ban than cia Kiyomi,
hai ngudi s6ng cling mdt tda chung cwr, 1am cling mot quan. Hén xin s& ¢d
trong Tan ca bon di hat karaoke tredc do.

“A16!” Giong Fujiko vang 1én.

“A 10, Fujiko a? La t61, Hosoya day.”



“A vang. C6 chuyén gi ma anh goi dém hom khuya kho#t th&?”

“Toi sé gidi thich 1y do sau. Xin 161, c6 c6 th€ dén cin hd ctia Kiyomi
gidp t6i khong?”

“Cén ho ctia Kiyomi? Bay gior w? Tai sao?”

“Pa bdo t6i s€ giai thich sau ma. Tém lai ¢c6 d&n d6 ludn gidp t6i di!”
Hosoya hwdng vao dién thoai, gao tweong 1én.



2.

“Bi Hosoya Tadao hdi thic, Oda Fujiko ra khoi nha khi chwa kip hi€u sy
tinh. Can ho cua cd ta & fang ba, con cidn ctia Kiyomi & fang nam. Né&u lic
do6 co6 ta di thang mday thi chuyén da khac, nhung c6 ta lai chon leo cau
thang 1én tin ting nam.”

M¢&i néi dé€n d6, Kusanagi da ngung lai, nhin Yukawa. Yukawa dang
ng o1 trén gh€ giia mong tay, hai chan gic trén ban.

Nhuw thwong 1€, anh dang ¢6 mét & phong nghién ctru s& mwoi ba khoa
bd mdn Vit 1y, Khoa hoc ty nhién trweong dai hoc Teito. Pang trong gio’ 1én
16p nén chang c6 bong sinh vién nao & day ca.

“Nay, cau c¢6 nghe khong day?”

“Pang dong tai 1én nghe day. Cau ndi ti€p di! Leo cau thang réi sao
nwa?”

“Oda Fujiko thdy mot nguoi dan ong hot hai lao tie fAng bdn xudng
tang ba, roi tang hai. Hin d€ téc hii cua, mic 4o bu dong mau xdm. Guong
mit nghiéng cta hin nhin rat quen. C6 ta nhin ra hin 12 khich quen cta
quin & Shinbashi. Nhuwng hin khdng nhan ra cb ta, c6 1& bdi dang cudng
cuong chay tron. Fujiko mang theo m&i hoai nghi dé€n cén hd ctia Nagai
Kiyomi. C6 ta &n chudng nhung khong thay ai tra 1o, bén thit vin tay nim
ctra, thi thay ctra khong khoa.”

A N

“R01 ¢0 ta phat hi€n ra thi the’a?”

“Co ta tha'y Nagai Kiyomi ndm sdng soai trong nha tim. Nén 1ap tirc goi
dién bao canh sat.”

“Tredng phong Tuén tra Kusanagi Itng danh thién ha va d6ng doi da
xud't dau 10 dién & khic nay nhi.”



Yukawa cwoi khic khich.

“Thi dung th€’, nhung ti€c thay chung t61 chaamg c6 maYy dat dién. Hoc
tdc chay d&n noi thi hung thdt di hai nim rd mudi, viée bt gitt hdn chi con
la va'n d€ thoi gian.”

“Hung thd chinh la ngwoi dan 6ng ma Oda Fujiko trong thay a?”
Kusanagi git d4u thay cho cau tra 1oi, doan nhin xudng quyén so tay.

“Phéng vién thé thao Kosugi Hirofumi. Nhw t6i néi ban nay, hin 13 ban
than cua Hosoya, va dang theo duoi Kiyomi. Tén ctia Kosugi lot vao tam
ngdm diéu tra ldc hdn dang & trén dwdng cao t&c Tomei. Prong nhién, bt
hén ching phai chuyén gi khé nhoc. Ching t6i nim dwoc hin s t&i dau
roi, nén chi c diéu tra vién d€n Osaka la xong chuyén.”

“Thé& Kosugi thira nhan hanh vi pham t6i r'6i a?”

“Ban dau hinh nhw ciing chdi bay chdi bi€n day. Chi dén khi ching toi
béng gi6 chuyén c6 nhan ching thi hdn m&i ngoan ngodn nhan toi.”

“Tw &n twong ma nodi, té6i khong cam thdy hung thu 1én k& hoach tw
tredre.”

“Cau ndi ding. Pay 1la mot vu gi€t ngwoi trong trang thai tinh thén bi
kich dong di€n hinh.”

Pém d6, Kosugi dén trede can ho cia Nagai Kiyomi, mon médi doi cd
ta. Gan hai gio’ sang ¢6 ta m&i vac mét vEé nha.

Kosugi bao mu6n néi chuyén dang hoang trong nha, ban dau co6 ta nhat
quyé&t khong chiu. Sau dé chic nghi ding ding nhu th& cling khong phai
cdch hay, nén cudi cing m&i d&€ hin vao.

Kosugi tha thiét bay t ndi long, ring hdn mudn qua lai v&i cd ta. Khong
phai vui choi qua dwdng, ma 13 hen ho yéu dwong d€ xay dip t& Am.



Nhwng Kiyomi phii phang tr chdi. C6 vé ¢d ta da ndi nhw tat nwdc vao
mit hén, rang “t6i chang thd'y anh hap din & chd nao.”

Du viy Kosugi van khong Iui budc. “Xin em hen hd v&i anh mot thoi
gian ngan thdi ciing dwgc, anh s€ cd gang d€ em thay sy hap dan cua anh,”
han con quy luy d&n mirc do.

DPén diy Nagai Kiyomi 1ién quay ngodt thdi d§. C6 18 trwede d6 cd ta né
hén 12 khach hang, nhung lic nay strc chiu dung cta co ta da d&n gidi han.

“Bot dua cot di! T6i ma phai yéu hang cu Tdn nhw anh a? Vi anh la
khach hang nén td6i m&i phai thon thét néi cwoi thdi. Ping ¢6 dwore dang
chan 1an dang dau.”

Kosugi bao ¢ ta toi tdp phun ra nhirng 1oi xé nat long ty ton cta han.
Khée miéng c6 ta con nhé&ch 1én mot nu cwoi nhat. Khoanh khac nhin thay
th&’, mot ti€ng ddng nao d6 vang 1én, roi vor vun trong con ngwoi han.

“Liic dinh than lai thi hin da bép c¢d ¢d ta.”

“Pung 1a hanh vi pham t0i di€n hinh. Hay nén goi la vu gi€t nguoi dieén
hinh day?” V& mit Yukawa bdng tré nén nghiém tic.

“Thé& a?”

“Chaamg th&” thi gi? Pa phan nhirng vu gi€t ngwoi trong thyc t€ khong
dwoe 1én k& hoach thdu ddo nhw trong ti€u thuyét. Sau mot h'di 1oi qua
ti€ng lai, hung thi noi khung 1€n, sat hai nan nhan, kich ban nay phai chi€m
qua ntra. Gi€t ngwoi la chuyén hé trong, khi mot ngwoi binh thwong ra tay,
tinh than ho phai & trong trang thai kich dong mot cach bat thwong nhw bi
ma' tri hay boc dong, dung khong?”

“U, ding 12 chuyén d6 hay xdy ra.” Kusanagi co tay vao miii.

“Vay cau ¢6 myc dich gi ma k& 1€ dong dai mai thé€”? T6i chang thdy c6
van dé gica.”



Kusanagi strng s0t nhin lai gwong mat dieng dwng ctia Yukawa.

“Nay nay, c6 chd tam nghe t6i néi khong da’y? Nghe day, vu 4n bi phét
hién do Hosoya nhin thd’y hinh béng Nagai Kiyomi. Vao khoang mot gio
sang. Va thyc t& Iic d6 Kiyomi da bd mang dwdi tay Kosugi roi. Cau nghi
sao vé chuyén nay?”

“Thé thi sao?”

“Céu khong thay la a?”

“O” Yukawa khoanh tay trede ngue, tha chan xudng dwdi ban. Anh cit
the” xoay tit cai gh€ sang hai bén. “T61 nghi d6 la mét sy trung hop ghé
gom.” Anh ngung xoay gh€’, r'oi ndi bang giong diéu ho hieng.

“Trung hop v? Trung hop thé nao?”

“Anh Hosoya d6 nga nga say. Goi la nira tinh nira mé cling dwoc. Trong
trang thai d6 anh ta s€ ngt ga ngd git va nam mo thd’y ngwoi yéu. Khi suc
tinh, anh ta goi dién cho co0 ta, va trung hop la &n mang da xdy ra & nha

do.”

“Sép toi cling c6 cung y ki€n voi ciu. Ong &y bdo Hosoya nam mo hoac
gap ao giac.”

“Ha ha,” Yukawa cuoi 1on. “Lic nao chang vay, t6i luén tim dau y hop
voi s€p cau.”

“Nhuwng Hosoya khang khang minh khong mo mdng gi hét.”

“O), ngoai s€p cdu ra, nhirng ngwoi khac tin vao loi néi d6 a? Linh dong
nhw thé thi tién d'6 trong nganh rong m& phai bi€t.”

Kusanagi nhéch moi, gai ma sot soat.



“C6 gi budn croi dau. Cr da nay, ban bao cdo sé bi€n thanh cau chuyén
ky bi ma't. N6i c6 thé cau khong tin, nhung trong dam diéu tra vién, con c6
ké bao rang hon ma cta nan nhan tim d&n Hosoya d€ bdo mdng cho anh
ta.”

“Thé& thi cang vui. Trong cong viéc cling can sy hai hwdc chi.”

“Cau khong that long nghi thé” phai khong? Thoi cdu thit strc voi bi an
nay gitp t6i nhé!”

“Bf{ an co’ ddy. Chac gi da la bi an.”

Yukawa dirng ddy, di vé phia cira s6. Anh nang xuan lot qua khe rém,
lam cdi 4o trang anh médc sang bung Ién chdi ca mat.

“Du Hosoya tinh tdo di chiang ntra thi kha nang anh ta gip ao giac ciling
ra't 1on. A khong, néi 1a do giac thi dao to bda 1on qua. N6i la nhin nham
hodc o twdng thi ding hon.”

“Thé& anh ta nhin nhAm v&i cdi gi?”

“Chuyén nhin nhdm cdi khan bay trong gi6 thanh h'on ma tr ngay xwra
ngay xwa da c6 r'oi. Hosoya méi hen ho v&i ngwoi yéu xong, nén hinh béng
cO ta van chuwa phai mo trong tAm tri. Thém nira, trong bong t&i nhap
nhoang, anh ta nga ddi dui nén chwa kip hoan h'on. Vira ngang mét 1€n, nhin
ra ctra sO thi thay thi gi d6. N&u dau 6c tinh tdo, chic anh ta c6 the binh
tinh nhin ra chan tweong r'oi. Vi du chi 1a thir gi @6 phan chié€u trén kinh cua
sO thoi. Tuy nhién trang thdi tinh thdn cua anh ta ldc d6 khong binh thwong.
Khong th€ phli nhdan kha ndng anh ta nhin thr phan chi€u trén td'm kinh
thanh hinh béng nguwoi yéu ding khong?”

“Va tinh co ldc d6 ngwoi yéu anh ta bi bop co chét u?”
“Thi da bao la tring hop ghé gbm ma.” Yukawa ndi.

Kusanagi buong mot ti€ng thé dai 4o nao.



“R6t cudc chi co the giai thich theo cach d6 thdi sao?”
“Cau bure xidc gi a?”

“Burc xuc thi c6 lam dwoe gi dau. Khong thé thi cheamg 1€ day la tro dua
ctia hon ma?”

“Trén doi ndy nhirng tring hop ki€u d6 thi thodng van xdy ra v&i xdc
sud't cyc ky thap. Toi cho rang khong c¢in mién cudng gidi thich ching.”
Yukawa sai budc bang qua can phong, lai gan bon rira tay. “Nhan tién, lam
cOc ca phé nhé!”

“Hom nay thi thdi.” Chéic lai ca phé hoa tan cht gi, anh nudt ciu nay
vao bung. “Nhung néu canh truyén thong ddnh hoi ra vu ndy, chic lai nhdo
nhdo nhur v& chg’ cho ma xem. Ho hay bj dit miii bdi may chuyén ky bi.
Cau thay thé cing dugc hay sao?”

“Bi€t lam sao dwgre. Ty do tin ngwong ma.”

“Panh bdo cdo v&i s€p nhw thé” vay.” Kusanagi nhin dong h'6 roi ding
day.

“Con chuyén gi nira khong?” Yukawa vira bac cdi Am da do day nwoc
1én bép vira hai.

“Chuyén gi 1a sao?”
“Thac mac vé vu dn d6. Xem ra vu nay hét sicc don gian.”

“0’, n6i vé diém khac thieong thi chi c6 mdi chuyén hon ma d6 thoi. Vai
lai, con mot chuyén can lwu tdm ntra 1a nan nhan dang 6m mét dé6ng no'.”

“No nan u?”

“Chtng t6i chwra nam dwoe con s& chinh xac, nhwng t§i thi€u cling phai
bdn, ndm triéu yén. CO ta vay n¢ ti tung thi phai. Thé” ma t6i nhin nha ctra



lai thdy c6 vé an trang méc tron lam. Khdng chwng con mac bénh nghién
hang hiéu.”

“Nan nhan n¢ nan a?” Yukawa lam bam r6i hoi. “Th& nguyén nhan tu
vong c6 gi la khong?”

“Khong cé. Trén cO tay c¢6 v€t thwong nong, nhwng c¢6 vé khong lién
quan dén vy an.”

“C0 tay c6 v€t thwong w?” Yukawa dang cho bdt ca phé hoa tan vao cdc
bdng durng tay, quay déu lai. “Tay nao? V&t thwong ra sao?”

“C§ tay trdi thi phai. A khéng, that ra ciing khong phai vét thwong
nghi€m trong. Nén chi dan bang ca nhan thoi.”

Nghe dén day Yukawa li€n im bat, anh nghi ngo'i mong lung gi d6 mot
ldc 1au, trén tay van cAm cdi thia. Chang bao lau sau, ttr A”m dun nwdc phat
ra ti€ng xéo x&o0, hoi nwdc bd'c nghi ngiit.

“Nudre sdi roi kia.” Kusanagi tit bep ga.

Yukawa chi céi thia vé phia Kusanagi.

“Cau c6 cai tat xau that. Chuyén quan trong nha't lai toan néi sau cung.
Cau ma ndi so'm thi t6i da cé ddp an khac roéi.”

“Gi vay, vét thwong & ¢ tay thi c6 van dé gi?”
“C6 18.” Anh vung cdi thia 1én trén xudng dwdi, r'oi lai sang trdi sang

phai, nhw vay diia nhac truedng. “Nao, cu dan tdi t¢i d6 nhé! Cin hd c6 ma
ay.”



3.

Kusanagi dwa cho Yukawa d6i ging tay mau trang khi cd hai ding trudc
cdan nha lién k€ cta Kosugi.

“Sép toi da ddng ¥ cho cdu vio cin nha niy. Ong 4y ciing mong s& nhin
dwoc 1o gidi thich hop 1y. Véi lai, chic khong c6 van dé gi dau, nhung
triedc khi ddong cham d'6 dac bén trong, cau deo cdi nay vao gidp t6i.”

Yukawa gat dau, x4 ludn ging tay.

“Khong d€'lai van tay la viéc quan trong da’y chir. Cau bao chflng co van
dé gi, nhwng t6i thi nghi khac. C6 khi cac cdu phai luc soat lai can nha nay
day.”

“T6i nghi chuyén h'on ma d6 ve€ co’ ban chang li€n quan dén vu an nay.”

“C6 lién quan hay khong gio’ ching ta sé cuing lam cho ra nhé. Nao, vao
thoi!” Yukawa hoi thuc.

Kusanagi m&i dén cin nha nay mdt I4an sau khi Kosugi bj bit. Muc dich
la d€ thu thap loi khai cia Yamashita Tsunehiko lic anh ta trong nha. Loi
k€ cuia Yamashita tring khop voi noi dung Kosugi khai nhén.

Khi dé, trong nha la li€t chai bia, vdo d6 an vit veong vai, nhung cé vé
anh ta da don dep trwede khi rovi di, nén hom nay can nha nom gon gang
sach s€ hon han. Nghe néi con me¢o Ba Tw trang da dwoc tra vEé cho chu.

“Giong nha cta dan 6ng goa v nhi.” Yukawa phat bi€u cam twdng khi
ddo mat nhin quanh cidn nha don di€u, chang c6 18y mot moén do6 trang tri.

“Theo nhirng gi t6i nghe dwoe tr Yamashita va Hosoya, ding 1a chang
c6 béng h'dng nao trong cuéc doi Kosugi. Ho bao bao nhiéu nam qua, han
chwa ¢6 n6i mdt manh tinh vat vai. Han chi c¢6 th€ khua moi mia mép voi



phu nr n€u ho la van dong vién. Va lai, d€ tai chi xoay quanh cac tran dau
thoi.”

“Hang hi¢m day. Trong cau lac bd th& thao h'di xua ciing ching dao dau
ra gd nao nhw vay.” Yukawa cwoi kho. Ngay trede anh va Kusanagi cliing
sinh hoat trong cau lac b cau 16ng.

“Thé& nén Hosoya m&i bao khong ngo hén lai dién ddo vi tiép vién qudn
rworu. Ma thit ra, vi ca doi hin ching c6 ti kinh nghiém tinh trirong nao,
nén mdt khi da ngd nhan, s€ dem ca tinh mang ra ma dat cwore. Chéc, toi
cling dong tinh v&i y ki€n chia anh ta.”

“Co duyén Kosugi gip g6 nan nhan 13 tir Tan hin d&n quéan rwou dé a?”

“Thay Kosugi bdo vay. Hin ndi hing budc vao dé thdi. The nén cang
tin sdi cO cudc gap gor d6 l1a do dinh ménh sép dat.”

“Pinh ménh sdp dit 27" Yukawa vira khé 14c dau, vira budc chan vao
trong nha. Anh mét anh dirng & dan Am thanh dit trén ta trede tién. “Bo
dan xin ghé. Thay bao loai nay 1a san pham ma&i, vira ¢6 mat trén thi treong
nim ngodi. Trong don gidn vAy thdi, nhung cé thé tii hién xuit sic Am
thanh day.” Vira dit 1o, Yukawa 4n nit bat, roi 4n nit phat lai CD. Ling
nghe khic nhac du dwong phat ra tir loa, Yukawa tron mét ngac nhién. “Bat
ngo that. Day 1a bai Cong chiia ngii trong rikng. Chaalng hop voi dan the€
thao teo nao.”

“Chuyén d6 cau d€ tdm lam gi, mau mau xan tay pha giai bi an hon ma
giup toi di!”

“Chic, di dadu ma v6i ma vang.” Yukawa n& nu cwoi nhat, quan sat cai
chan bat & trong bép.

No6i thyc tinh, Kusanagi chang r6 tai sao Yukawa lai dot nhién d€ tam
dén lovi khai cia nhan chirng vé h'on ma. C6 vé chuyén nay lién quan dén
vE&t thwong trén cO tay ciia nan nhan, nhung anh chwa tim ra md&i lién quan
do.



Song ttr nhirtng kinh nghiém ba’y l1au nay, Kusanagi dic két dwgc mot
diéu, vao nhirng lic th& nay khong nén va miéng hoi lung tung.

Sau khi xem hé&t mot lwot tang mot, hai ngwoi 1€n tang hai. Trén nay c6
mot phong sdu chi€u va mot phong bon chi€u reoi. Phong bon chi€u reoi
dwoc dung lam phong ngu thi phai, bén trong chi k&€ doc mdt cai ta nhod co
ngan kéo. Trong d6 cat chan dém da cii mém. Con can phong ki€u tay sau
chi€u la phong lam vi€c. Gié sdch ké xung quanh k& mady tinh, ban gh€’. Vai
quyén tai liéu x&p thanh hang ngin nip trén gid. Quyén nio quyén nd’y din
dé can ghi nhtrng dong chir nhw Béng chay chuyén nghiép 1, hay Bong bau
duc dai hoc, Pién kinh & gdy. Cling c6 ca tai liéu vé nhirng mon thé€ thao
khac nhu Treot bang nghé thudt hay Pau ki€m.

“Khong cé cau 16ng nhi. Toan nhirng mon thé€ thao it ti€ng tam.”
Yukawa noi.

“Quan trong hon, nd'n nd & day tim hi€u ma’y thr nay thi ¢6 tac dung gi?
Hosoya nhin thd'y ma & tdng mdt ma, cdu mau xuéng dé lam thi nghiém di
chi.”

Kusanagi vwra dut 1oi, Yukawa da tron xoe d6i mat sau cap kinh nhin
anh.

“O, thi nghiém co’ d&y. Thi nghiém gi nhi?”

“T6i chiu, thi nghiém veé do giadc chang, chang phai cdu dén day de’ lam
diéu dé a?”

“Tuyét voi! Mot ngwoi phan rng cwe doan véi vat 1y nhw cdu ma néi
dwoe cau nay sao?” Yukawa vo bom bdp vao lwng Kusanagi, roi ra khoi
phong, xudng cau thang. Kusanagi dudi theo sau v&i cam gidc bi giéu cort.

Khi anh quay lai phong khich & ting mot, Yukawa di ding & d6, mét
nhin V€ phia ctra so.



“Céach c6 vai mét thoi a? Tw khodng cach nay liéu c6 trong ga hda cudc
dwore khong nhi? Céi anh Hosoya d6 c6 thi lwc td't chi?”

“T6i x4c nhan roi. Hai mit khong deo kinh 140,7.”

“0,7 a?” Yukawa 1am bam.

Khic nhac ¢& dién van trAim bOng vang 1én tir dan 4m thanh. Kusanagi
van ndat am lwong sang bén trai mét chiit cho ti€ng nhd di. Tap 4m 14p tirc
lot ra tw loa.

Yukawa nhin anh.

“Pigc tai qua, d€'tdi van nhd am lwong xudng mot chit.” Kusanagi noi.

Nhung chfmg thém nghe 101 anh néi, Yukawa di vé phia dan 4m thanh,
ty tay vin ndt Am lwong. Mdi Tan viin, tap Am tach tach lai xua't hién.

“Kusanagi, cau c6 anh cia Kosugi khong?”
“C0, nhung t61 khong cam theo.”

“Vay ngoai hinh Kosugi trong thé& nao? Qua loi cau k€, t6i hinh dung
hén ta khdng phai dang chai chudt quan 12 4o lwot.”

“Pung vay. N6i thang ra la dang cuc mich.”
“Ki€u toc thi sao?”
“Téc¢ hdi cua chang c¢6 gi dac biét.”

“A.” Yukawa bt dau git gii. Sau d6 khée miéng anh gidn ra tao thanh
mot nu cweoi khong rd nghia.

“Gi vay, c6 chuyén gi sao?” Kusanagi hoi.



Yukawa ngoé nghiéng can phong an nwra, by dang nhw dang muwu tinh gi
d6. Lét sau, anh nhin lai dan 4m thanh, r6i1 gat dau mot céi thit manh.

“Kusanagi, vu an nay c6 1€ phai diéu tra lai tr vach xud't phat.”

“Cau néi sao?” Kusanagi tron tritng mét. “Hung tha that sy 13 k& khac
a?”’

“Khong, hung tht van 1a ké d6. Nhwng c6 kha niing ban chit clia vu dn
s€ thay doi hoan toan.”

“Ban cha't u?”

“(Y thoi di€m hién tai, vu én dwoc coi Ia gi€t nguoi trong trang thai tinh
than bi kich dong. Nhung c6 that the” khong?”

“Né&u khong phai vay thi la gi€t ngwoi cé k& hoach a? Cha cé nhé.”
Kusanagi bat cwoi. “Lam gi ¢6 k& hoach giét ngwoi nao so’ sai nhw vay. Va
lai moi manh m&i déu chi ra vy nay khong dwoc tinh todn trwedc.”

“Ban ndy t6i c6 néi voi cdu thé nay. Cho du Hosoya gip ao gidc gi di
chang ntra, thi vu gi€t ngwoi xay ra vao ding thoi dieém do6 1a truing hop ghé
gom. Khi sy tring hop nhw vdy xay ra, ¢an nghi xem liéu d6 c¢6 phai tat
nhién khong, &y la kién thirc co’ ban trong gidi khoa hoc. Tc 1a, can gia
dinh rang chuyén h'on ma xua't hién 14n vu giét ngwoi xdy ra vao thoi diém
d6 déu dwoce duw tinh tvr dau. Nghi theo hwdng nay, tdi nhin ra c¢é nhiéu
di€ém hop Iy hon.” Yukawa qua quyét. Anh quan sdt moi viéc duwdi con mét
tinh twong cia nha khoa hoc.

“Hop ly u?”

“Nghe ciu k&, tdi tha'y c6 vai chd con map mo 1dm. Thir nha't 12 viéc nan
nhan cho Kosugi vio nha. Khé ma nghi ring mot ngudi phu nit tré doc than
lai d& dang d€ ngudi dan 6ng ma co ta khong wa vao nha minh, cho dit hin
ta ¢6 nai ni d&n du. Toi cho ring Kosugi di ding vii Iyc.”



“Hén ma lam thé thi nan nhan phai kéu 1én chi.”

“Co 1€ co ta chwa kip lam diéu d6. Kosugi 1a vin dong vién bong bau
duc dang khong? Hén ma ra tay that thi thwra sirc bit miéng nan nhan, giat
13’y chia khéa, dang hoang di vao trong nha. It ra con nhanh hon 1a thuyét
phuc cd6 ta dong y. Dung vi lgc khéng xong thi cling c¢é cidch dung
chloroform nwra.” N6i dé€n day, Yukawa gat dau lia lia, c6 vé anh ty thay
than phuc v&i nhitng suy ludn ctia minh. “Ping r'6i. Dung chloroform la
dworc. N&u vay s& x4u chudi dwoc voi vét thwong trén ¢ tay.”

“T6i khong hi€u. VEt thwong trén ¢0 tay thi sao?”

“P6 chinh 1a di€ém map mo thir hai. Trong sinh hoat thwong ngay, liéu cé
ai so’ sdy cit vao ¢ tay minh khong? Viy chang 1€ ¢ ta ty sat ba't thanh a?
Nhwng qua loi k€ cda cdu, téi hinh dung Nagai Kiyomi khong phai dang
ngwoi bi luy d6.”

“R61 sao?”

“Suy luan rang vé&t thwong d6é do hung tha Kosugi giy ra thi hop 1y hon.
Hin ta da day cong tinh todn d€ dung hién treong gid nhuw ty sat. Néu hin
stt dung chloroform ngay khi x6ng vao nha, nan nhan s€ bat tinh nhan sy,
nén hin c6 thé mic sirc ra tay ma khong so’ nan nhan chéng cu.”

“Nhwng thuc t&€ nan nhan bi si€t ¢c6 chét ma.”

“Liéu hin c6 tinh toan sai khong? Vi du khong cit dwoc mach mdu
chang han. Nghe néi cét tay tw sit that ciing khé 14m chix chang choi.”

“Chuyén that da'y. Nhiéu ngudi ct la oai odi 1én 12 toi cit c& tay roi,
nhung thire cha't chi cit vao 16p da trén bé mit thdi. P6 khong phai dang
v€t thwong tri mang.”

“Trong lic hin thyc hién hanh vi thi nan nhan tinh diy. Th& 13 hin
cudng 1&€n bop co ¢o6 ta. Cau thdy suy luan nay thé nao?”



“Oi,” Kusanagi rén I1én. “Né&u vay khong it thi nhiéu, hién treong phai
vrong lai v&t mau chix.”

“Chac chan Kosugi da lau don sach s€ roi. Canh sat cac cau cho rang vu
nay la si€t co chét, nén khong giam dinh vét mau ding khong?”

“Chuyén d6 thi...” c6 1€ thé€ that, Kusanagi thdm nghi.

“Trén day 1a ciin c cha gia thuyét giét ngudi c6 k& hoach. Chic ciu
ciing ty hi€u 1y do Kosugi khong néi sy thit 12 béi hén tinh todn du c¢6 bi
bit di chiing nira, gi€t ngudi trong trang thdi tinh than bi kich dong tdi s&

nhe hon dung khong?”

V¢ di€m nay anh c6 th€ d6ng tinh. Né&u la giét ngwoi ¢6 k& hoach, tdi sé
nang ga’p boi.

“Né&u vay, viéc hon ma xuat hién khdng phai la trung hop a?”
“Pung th€.” Yukawa ndéi v&i vé binh than.
“Nhwng do h'on ma d6 ma tdi 4c bi phat giac.”

“Vay mdi néi,” Yukawa ndi. “Moi chuyén khong ti€n trien theo ké&
hoach ctia hung thia.”

“Nghia la sao? Cau giai thich r6 xem nao!”

“Khi nao lam sang td ndi tinh cda vu gi€t nguoi nay, cau s€ tw khac hi€u
ra. Pau ti€n, cdc cdu can suy nghi v€é ddng co’ cuia hung tha. B€ rap tam I1én
ké& hoach giét nguoi, can phai ¢6 mot ddng co’ twong dodi 1on.”

“Khong phai chiing t6i chwa di€u tra chuyén d6. Nhung gitra Kosugi va
Nagai Kiyomi c6 diy mo ré ma gi d4u, ngoai mdi quan hé gitra tiép vién
quan rwou voi khach hang hay ngwoi trong mong voi ké trong cay si.”



“Cau ddm khang dinh khong bd sét thir gi khong?” Yukawa néi. Grong
mit twoi cudi kia phun ra nhitng 10 gay gét. “Cau bio nan nhan no’ nan
chong cha't con gi. Li€u c6 nén diéu tra thém chuyén d6 khdng? R6i ca
chuyén con me¢o va tréng nha hd nwra.”

“Con meo va trong nha hg? La sao?”

“Pém xay ra vu an, Kosugl dang gitr con meo dung khong? Vi vay khi di
thu thap tw liéu gdp, hin m&i phai thué nguwdi trong nha. Chang phai nén
di€u tra lai [an ntra xem chuyén d6 c6 that sy trung hop hay khong a?”

“Y céu la chuyén d6 ciing 12 k& hoach cta Kosugi?”

“Né&u chuyén ma quy ma hén con 14p dwoc k& hoach, thi c6 the 1dm

cht.” N6i roi Yukawa gio’ ngén gitra, chinh lai vi trf ciip kinh. “A khéng,
t6i ddm chic hén da lam the"”



4.

“A, né€u la birc anh d6 thi ¢6 &y cling cho t6i xem ro6i.” Oda Fujiko néi, c6
ta ng'0i trén ghé&” tred'c quay bar, bat tréo doi chan thon tha 16 ra dwdi chiéc
vay ngan. Ngon tay kep di€u thudc 1a d&€ mong dai, son mau vang choi.

Kusanagi da d&n quan club Tatoo & Shinbashi. Nagai Kiyomi lam viéc
tai day. Gio m&i sau gio bOn muoi phiit t6i nén quan chwa ¢ khach.

“C0 ¢6 nh¢ birc anh d6 trong thé nao khong?”

“Nh¢& chir. M6t biee anh rung ron. C6 &y bao chup bén canh nghia trang
Tama ma. Anh chup mdt cdi cdy hinh thu ky di, va mét thir twa nhw 1lan khéi
tring canh cdi ciy. Kiyomi bdo khdng phai ma quy gi dau, nén toi ching néi
dwoc gi nra.”

“Nghia trang Tama nhi... C6 ¢6 xem thém birc anh nao nira khong?”

“M0i birc d6 thoi. C6 &y ciing chup thém vai birc nita, nhung bao dé
khong phai anh tam linh.”

“Lic d6 co ta c¢6 k€ thém vé birc anh hay ho nao ntra khdong, ngoai anh
tam linh ra?”

Fujiko nghiéng d4u, ngdm nghi gidy 14t roi lic dau. “To6i khong nghe
chuyén nao ki€u vay ca.”

“Vay a. Th€&’, chuyén d6 1a tw lic nao nhi?”
“Kiyomi cho t6i xem anh ldc nao w? Hay la ¢6 &y chup anh lic nao?”

“N€&u c0 bi€t ca hai thi tot qua.”



“T6i xem anh d6 hai thang tred'c. Con ¢6 &y chup anh, néu t6i khong
nham, la thang 12 nam ngoai thi phai.”

“Thang 12 1a bdn thang trwdec nhi.”

“Puing vay. Co 4y k&€ 1a mot tuan tredec Pém vong 1€ Gidng sinh, suy ra
la ngay 17 thang 12. Hom d6, ngwoi dan ong ¢6 &y d€ y lai moi ¢O nang
khac di choi, nén cd &y dam buc boi, mot minh 1ai xe di lang thang, tién thé
chuyp anh tam linh.”

Ngay 17 thang 12, nghia trang Tama, Kusanagi chi ghi lai c6 vay, roi
cam on va céo lui.

Ba ngay trdi veéo qua k€ tor hdm gip Yukawa. Theo 1o khuyén cua céu
ta, anh di€u tra lai tinh hinh n¢’ n4n ctia Nagai Kiyomi thi phat hién mot
chuyén dong troi. Trong vong hai thang tré lai day, co ta da tra dwgrc khoan
no khoang hai tri€u yén. Lai lich s6 tién dé hoan toan bat minh. Ciing
chealng c6 dau vé€t nao du Ia nhd nha't cho thady co ta da danh dum von li€ng
tw treedrc.

Né&u vay troi ban cho ¢6 ta co hdi nhan dwgc mdt khoan bat thwong a?
Anh dem diéu nay ra hdi Hosoya Tadao thi tr miéng anh ta th6t ra nhirng
loi sac mui ky bi.

Kiyomi gan day phat cudng vi chup anh, khi c6 8y d&€n mot noi d€ chup
anh tam linh thi tinh co chup dwo'c mot birc anh kinh khung. C6 a4y goi d6
12 “birc &nh may mén ctia em.”

Hosoya bao chwa ting tha'y birc anh d6, nhwng néu la Oda Fujiko thi c6
1€ xem r'6i dd’y, hai ngwoi d6 von than thi€t ma, thé nén Kusanagi méi lin
161 d€n tan quan Tatoo.

Nhung c6 vé Fujiko ciing chwa tirng thay birc anh may mén quan trong

nay.



Sau khi r&i qudn Tatoo, Kusanagi 16 budre dén dai hoc Teito. Anh ching
t0i gi ma veé td diéu tra ngay. Anh da dé dat nguyén vong mudn diéu tra
thém v€ ddng cor gdy an, doi tredng ton trong y ki€n do, nhung bau khong
khi vu 4n hdau nhw da ha man dang ngép tran to di€u tra, con nhirng diéu tra
vién khéac thi chi dieng dwng.

“Huw. Ngay 17 thang 12, nghia trang Tama a?”

Sau khi nghe Kusanagi k& lai, Yukawa ng0i trudrc may tinh, thodn thodt
g0 ban phim va di chudt. Mat sau man hinh quay vé phia Kusanagi, nén anh
chang nhin thdy gi hién ra trén d6. Ma that ra, du anh ¢4 nhin thi cling
khong hi€u ndi viéc Yukawa dang lam c6 y nghia gi.

“Cau nghi birc anh may mén c6 nghia gi? Chup dwoc mot khoanh khic
hay ho nao d6, dem di tham dy cudc thi nhi€p anh. R'6i dung tién thwdng
de trang trai no nan a?”’

Yukawa khit mii cwoi cot suy nghi cia Kusanagi.

“X¢ét tinh cach cua cai c6 Nagai Kiyomi d6, n€u trdng giai that thi c6 ta
da di khip noi khoe khoang r'oi. Ma ciu cho rang tién thudng & cudc thi
nhi€p anh dwoc tan hai tri€u yén a?”

“0O), cau nodi co 1y.” Kusanagi gai dau.

“Khong tim thdy bic anh d6 trong can hd ctia Kiyomi ding khong?”
Yukawa héi, mit vin khong r&i man hinh may tinh.

“O. Luc tung 1én rdi nhung van khong tha’y. Khong ¢ ca phim 1in anh.”
“Nghia la nhi€éu kha nang birc anh d6 lién quan dén vu an.”
“Ha, sao lai th&?”

“Khong phai th& thi gi. Thit treéc d6 van con lai khong canh ma bay
ngay sau vy 4n. Prong nhién phai nghi ring c6 mdi lién hé.”



“A.” Hoéa ra con c6 céch nghi d6, Kusanagi nhin xéo gwong mat
Yukawa.

“Th& con chuyén con me¢o va trong nha hd, ciu tim hi€u dé€n dau roi?”
Yukawa hdi.

“To6i diéu tra r'oi. Bung 1a c6 vai diém la.” Kusanagi 18y quyén so tay,
ma ra.

“Pau tién la chuyén con meo, chu cia né la déi vor ch'dong kinh doanh
tiém sach nhd gin nha Kosugi. Kosugi v&i ho 1a chd quen biét, con meo
cling quan quyt hin 1dm. Ho gtti gdm né cho Kosugi d& di Canada khoing
chuc hom tham con chau. Hinh nhw con trai ho lam viéc & bén daYy.”

“Thoi budi kinh t& suy thodi thé” nay ma hwdng thu xa hoa that. Nhung
cling ¢6 gi la dau nhi.”

“Quan trong & chd nay. C6 vé Kosugi ngd y trong gitip con meo. Vor
chong ho da ban bac xong xudi twr trede 1la s€ dem gii con me¢o & nha ho
hang tai Setagaya, nhwng sau ho lai nhan ¥ tt clia hin, g4n nha thi van t6t
hon ma, thanh ra con méo dwoc giti cho hin. Pwong nhién, viéc niy xua
nay chwa tirng xdy ra.”

“Ra vay.” Yukawa gat dau. “Cau néi ti€p di!”
“Mat khac, vao dém xay ra vu an, Kosugi da d&n Osaka thu thap tw liu,
dé6 1a yéu cdu cua nha xud't ban. Nhwng hoi ra thi méi bi€t, d6 khong phai

cOng viéc dot xua't, nén Kosugi da biét tw tredre.”

“Tc 1a,” Yukawa ngang mat khoi may tinh. “Cé kha nang viéc trong
con meo va thu thap tw liéu trung thoi di€m déu la y d6 ctia Kosugi.”

“O ding vdy, nhung t6i khong hiéu muc dich ctia hin.”

“Pon gian thoi. Hin khong th€ bd con méo & nha d€ di ving. Nén mdi
phai thué ngwoi trong nha hd.”



“Vay muc dich cia hin 13 thué nguoi trong nha 4? Nhung d€ 1am gi?”

“Ro qua r'oi con gi? B€ cho ngwoi d6 thd'y h'on ma.” N6i xong Yukawa
14c dau mot cdi. “A khong, treong hop niy goi 1a ma thi khong ding 14m.”

“La sao, toi chang hi€u gi ca.”

“Giai thich d€ sau di! Cau xem cdi nay gidp toi treoc da!” Yukawa chi
tay vao man hinh mdy tinh. Kusanagi ben di d€n bén canh Yukawa, ng6 vao
man hinh. Trén d6 hi€én mot doan van vi€t theo hang ngang.

“Gi vay, cdi nay 1a?”
“T61 tra bdo dd’y. Cau doc 1€n xem nao!”

Kusanagi bit dau doc doan vin d6. Ban dau anh con thay nghi hoéc,
nhwng ro6i ngay 1ap tiec phan khich. Noi dung bai bao nhw sau.

Khoang 0:45 siang ngay 18, S& Canh sat Fuchu nhan dwoc tin bdo vé
mot ngudi dan dng nim guc & dwong XX, thanh phd” Fuchu. Khi canh st
dén noi, phat hién nguoi dan 6ng khoang sau mwoi tudi da tir vong do bi
xe dAm. DAu bj va d4p manh khi€n Ong ta tt vong ngay tai chd. Canh sat
nhin dinh day 1a vu gay tai nan roi bo tr6n, nén sé di€u tra theo hwdng nay.
C6 vé nguwoi dan O0ng bi xe tdng tring lic dang bang qua dwong. Hién
trerong vu tai nan & canh nghia trang Tama, lai vao dém hdém nén thwa
ngwoi qua lai.

Kusanagi hit vao mdt hoi that sdu roi noi. “Cai nay la sao?”
“Pia di€m, ngay thang, thim chi ca gio gid'c, td't cd déu trung khép nhi.”

“Poi da! Y cdu 1a Nagai Kiyomi chup dwoc khoanh khic gay tai nan bd
tron?”

“Kha nang d6 1on da’y. Va ctr th€, né trd thanh birc anh may man cua c6
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ta.



Kusanagi cudi cung da hi€u diéu Yukawa mudn ndi.
“Vay la co ta da tong tién hung thu giy tai nan a?”

“Bang cach nay thi dot nhién cd ta c6 hai tridu yén trong tay ciing khong
c6 gi la.” Yukawa néi bang giong diéu binh than.

“Néu vu tai nan dé lién quan dén vu gi€t ngwoi Tan nay, thi hung tha gay
tai nan la Kosugi w?”

“Chac chan khong phai r6i. Poi thud nha ai lai mudn yéu dwong voi ké
uy hiép minh.”

“Né&u khong phai Kosugi thi 1a ai? Ngwoi than ciia Kosugi a? Hay 1a...?”
y

“Nguoi yéu d6.” Yukawa ndi. “Nguwoi minh mu6n bao vé bang moi gia,
cho du ¢6 phdi giét ngwoi. Chac chan la ngwoi phu nir han dem long yéu
tha thi€t.”

“Nhung Kosugi v&i Nagai Kiyomi...” N6i dén day, Kusanagi vo 1€.
Kosugi c¢6 muc dich khi ti€p can Kiyomi. “Nhwng trong nha Kosugi, chang
¢ ddu tich nao chi ra han ¢6 ngwoi yéu ca.”

“D1 nhién. Han chac chan da xéa sach moi da'u vét.”

“Thé& a,” Kusanagi 1am bam. “N&u vay, phai lam thé& nao d€ tim ra ngwoi
yéu ctia han day? Pung 1a chi con cach ti mi di€u tra nhirng nguwoi lién quan

thoi nhi.”

“O, d6 cling 1a mot cach, nhwng t6i nght viéc dé khong ndng nhoc dén
thé” dau. Noi gi thi néi, pham vi da dwgc thu hep dang kE.”

“Thé sao?”

“Cau quén a? Chinh cdu da bao Kosugi chi mdm mép tép nhdy voi
nhirng ¢6 nang la van dong vién chw ai.”



“A ding ro6i. Nhung van dong vién ntr thi nhiéu vo ke.”

“Ping vay, nhung chzatng phai c6 the khoanh ving nhirng van ddng vién
chay xe qua khu vyc d6 vao budi toi hay sao?”

“Nghe néi vin dong vién cua cong ty sau khi h&t gio' 1am van phai nén
lai luyén tdp dén khuya. Nay, & ddy c6 ban d6 chi dwong khong?”
Kusanagi dwa mét nhin vé phia gi sach.

“Cé ban d6 m&i nha't day.” Yukawa di chuyén chudt may tinh. Vai gidy
sau, trén man hinh hién ra tdm ban d6 Tokyo c6 mau. Kusanagi chwa kip
kinh ngac, khu vyc xung quanh thanh phd” Fuchu da dwgc phong to ra.

“Ctr 1€ thudc qua mirc vao cdng cu van minh th€ nay thi con nguoi sé
thodi h6éa ma't théi.” Sau khi thdt ra mdt cau cay cu, Kusanagi nhin cham
chu vao man hinh. “Naéi 1a Fuchu nhung rong ménh mong ngut ngan. Cong
ty c¢6 doi the thao thi nhan nhan. V&i lai, khong loai trie kha nang ngwoi phu
ntr d6 dén twr noi khac, chi di ngang qua Fuchu thoi.”

“Néu chi di ngang qua, c6 ta ¢6 th€ chon con dwong khac rdng rai hon
chr? Ca't cong di qua con dwong heo hit @6 ¢6 nghia 1a noi xud't phat hodc
dich dén cua c6 ta & quanh khu d6.”

“N6i thi n6i th&".”

Kusanagi nhanh chéng di chuyén 4nh nhin vé man hinh. M4t anh bdng
nho6i dau. Khi anh dinh day mi mét thi hang chwr d6 lot vao tam mét. A, anh
bat giac kéu lén.

“Tim thay gi a?” Yukawa hoi.

Kusanagi chi tay vao mot di€m trén man hinh. “Céi nay thi sao?”

Ngon tay anh chi vao mdt tdoa nha. N6 dé tén San bang Nhirng nguoi
ban.



“Ra vay, san treot bang a?”
“Tha’y bao van dong vién Olympic cling phai luyén tip ngoai gio.”

“Trén gid sach ctia Kosugi cling ¢6 tai li€u Trwgt bang nghé thuat nhi.”
Yukawa ndi roi gat dau.



S.

Nhin dang tregt cia Moeda Chiaki khi thye hién cd nhdy xoay hai vong
trén khong, Kanazawa Yoriko ba't gidc siét chit tay thanh nim dam. C6 bé
gio’ chan phai 1én r6i nhdy. Tw the xoay m&i dep mét 1am sao. C6 diéu, lic
ti&p dA't bi ma't thiing bang ddi chiit.

Yoriko budrc lai gan micro.
“Tdc do giam r'6i. Luc cha lwoi triegrt khi rovi khoi mét bang yéu qua.”

Ch:flng bi€t c6 phai do nghe thdy chi trich d6 khong, t6c do treot cua
Chiaki bdng nhanh hon. T8 hop ct nhdy da két thic my man.

Tai San bang Nhirng nguwoi ban nay, hoc sinh tiéu hoc va ca’p hai ca thdy
g0m hai mwoi ngwoi, nhueng Moeda Chiaki hoc 16p tdm & mdt tAm khac so
v&i cdc ban dong trang ltra. Yoriko tw thdy may méin khi dit cwoc vao
Chiaki. T thim sau trong tim, c6 nguyén danh doi ta't ca d€ cd bé Ay tda
sang trén da'u treong thé gidi.

Khi c6 dang mai nghi van vor, ¢6 van cho hoc sinh ti€u hoc Ishihara Yuri
di tdi ti ldc ndo. “Xin 161, cd Kanazawa oi. C6 khiach tim ¢d a.”

“Vao gio’ nay w? Ai vay?”

“Hinh nhw 1a... canh sat a.”

“Canh sat w?”

Ishihara Yuri chi tay vé phia sau. Hai ngwoi dan 6ng mac do khoac dang

ding & 167 vao. M6t ngwoi nhin Yoriko r'oi cdi chao. C6 cam gidc mot dam
may xam xit dang loang ra trong 10ng minh.



Hai vién canh sat d6 xwng tén la Kusanagi va Makita. Kusanagi hinh
nhw c6 vai v& cao hon. Tai phong nghi v&i nhitng may ban hang ty dong ké
san sat nhau thanh mot day, Yoriko ng'6i d6i dién voi bon ho.

“T6i xin phép vao viéc luon. C6 biét nghi pham Kosugi Hirofumi ch?”
Kusanagi héi. “Ca vu an Kosugi giy ra nira.”

Yoriko biét gia vor gid vit & day khong phai cach hay. “Vang, so so
thoi,” cd dap.

“Co bi€t v€ vu an lic nao va & dau?”

“Lidc nao nhi? Xem nao, c¢é 1€ 1a ngay sau hdm xdy ra vu an. T6i bié€t qua
chwong trinh tin trc trén ti vi.”

“Chéc c6 ngac nhién 1dm.”

“Chuyén dé6 la dwong nhién.”

“C0 sd'c d&n mirc khdng di 1am noi a?”

(‘Hé?”

“Sau hdm xdy ra vu an c6 nghi lam ding khong? Ban ndy t6i nghe
phong gido vu néi vdy. Ho bao hoa hoan 1am mai tha'y ¢6 van chinh nhw cd
nghi lam.” Giong diéu anh mém modng, nhwng cach néi khong co6 chit so
hé nao.

Phai ctrng cdi 1én, Yoriko nhi thdm. Khéng qua dwoec ai nay thi bao
cong strc s€ thanh vo nghia.

“Chi 1a t6i thdy mét moi trong ngwdi thoi. Ching lien quan gi dén
chuyén cua anh Kosugi ca.”

“Nhung chealng phai c6 rat than v&i nghi pham Kosugi sao? Nghe néi
hin theong xuyén dén day nhitng lic khong di thu thap tw liu.”



“Nguoi d6 d€ mit d&n Moeda Chiaki clia chiing tdi. Anh ta khong d&n
d€ gdp go tdi.” Giong cd ba't chot sic 1ém.

“Thé& a? Nhan tién, vu an xdy ra vao khoang dém khuya ngay 10 rang
sang ngay 11 thang nay. Ngay 10 c6 nghi lam nhi. Hom d6 c¢6 da & dau?”
Anh tung ra cdu hdi quan trong bang giong diéu nhe bing nhw dang néi vé

mot viéc con con.

“Thi da bao 1a hdm d6 t6i thd’y trong ngwoi khong khoe nén & li trong

nha.
“C0 khong roi nha du chi mot buoc a?”
“Dung vay.”

“Néu c6 c¢6 th€ chitng minh dwgc di€u d6 thi t6t cho ching toi qua.”
Kusanagi nhin Yoriko bing d4nh mét than thién.

C06 nhiu may.
“R&t cude 1a th€ nao? Anh bao t6i da lam gi vao ngay d6?”

Ngay khodnh khic dé, nu cudi chot tit ngédm trén gwong mit canh sat
Kusanagi.

“Pém xay ra vu an, ¢6 nhan chirng trong thd’y mét ngwoi hao hao ¢d &
mot noi la 1dm, ngay gan nha nghi pham Kosugi. N6i ding hon, nhin
chirng khong nghi d6 1a cd, ma twdng la Nagai Kiyomi.”

L'6ng nguc Yoriko nhéi 1én nhirc nhdi.

“Ping la v& van. Tai sao t6i phai d&€n d6?” C6 khong ngan dwoe co mat
dang gian giat.

“Chtng t6i nghi 1a d€ nguy tao chirng ¢ ngoai pham cho nghi pham
Kosugi.”



“Céi g1?”

“Suy luan cta ching t6i nhw sau. C6 dinh cai trang thanh Nagai Kiyomi,
roi d&n nha nghi pham Kosugi vao Iic mét gio’ sdng. Pwong nhién lic do
hin khong c6 nha. Chi c6 ngudi trong nha ho 13 Yamashita, ma anh ta thi
khong biet Nagai K1yom1 Ne€u ¢ ty xwng minh la Nagal Kiyomi, anh ta s€
chang may may nghi ngd. Khi Yamashita bio Kosugi ving nha, cd s& roi
khoi d6. O mot noi khéc, trude thei diém dé mot chit, nghi pham Kosugi
s€ sat hai Nagai Kiyomi that, roi dgng hién treong gia nhw tw sat. Tiép d6
dén mot gio sdng, hin s& di gip dong nghiép. N&u moi chuyén trét lot,
nghi pham Kosugi sé€ c¢6 chirng ctr ngoai pham hoan hdo. Pwong nhién canh
sat s€ cho Yamashita xem anh Nagai Kiyomi, hoi xem d6 c6 ding 1a ngwoi
anh ta gdp hay khong. Tuy nhién, ky &c ctia con nguoi rd't mo h'6. Du ngoai
hinh khdc nhau, nhung néu bit chudc y si dic trang phuc, ki€u téc, cach
trang di€m, lai thém tudi tdc va th€ trang san san nhau, thi Yamashita s€
khong th€ bao ngwoi dén diy 1la mot ngwoi khac. Cac ngwoi da dat cwoc
vao sy mo’ h'd nay.”

“Anh dwng dua. Toi chaalng ¢ 1y do gi @& 1am viéc d6.” Yoriko c& ging
td vé binh than. Nhung giong ¢ dang run Ién day tuyét vong.

“C0 dung dién thoai di dong dung khong?” Kusanagi noi. “Nghi pham
Kosugi ciing th&". Chiing tdi di x4c nhan dwoc, ldc 1:15 sang hom dé, hin
da goi dién cho c6. Thoi gian trdo chuyén khoang nam phit. Hay cho t6i
biét, hai ngwoi da néi chuyén gi trong khoang thoi gian d6?”

Dién thoai.

Yoriko h'6i twdng lai ti€ng chudng dién thoai lic d6. S¢ lwu lai lich s
cudc goi, ho thong nha't khong goi dién thoai cho nhau trir phi cé viéc cap
bach. Nhwng dién thoai da réo vang. Truc gidc mach bao c¢6 k& hoach bén
anh da do' be.

Yoriko cti gim mit. Lam th& nao d&€ héa giai cuc dién nay? Nhung c6 18
nhirng canh sat nay da diéu tra ky bang chirng roi, co bi€t phai thanh minh
thé nao v&i ho day?



Hay 1a, c6 tham nghi, do hét toi cho anh &y dwoc khong?

Lic a7y, canh sat Kusanagi 1am bam. “Ly do cé phai vu gy tai nan roi
bd trdn d6 khong?”

Yoriko ba't gidc ngang mét 1€n. Tred'c mat ¢6 1a danh mat mém mong cia
Kusanagi.

Khoanh khéc nhin vao 4nh mét d6, birc twdng phong vé trong tim co da
VO’ tung.

DPing nhw 101 Kusanagi néi. Ngudn con moi chuyén la vu tai nan xdy ra
vao cai hom lanh gia do6.

C6 khong lwong dwge noi Ay lai ¢6 ngwoi bat thinh linh bang qua
dwong. Va lai, chuyén Moeda Chiaki bi sa stt phong d6 da choan hét tam
tri ¢ luc d6. Thé nén du cd c6 dap phanh, thi cing da mudn ma't may phan
cta gidy. Nguoi d6 bay 1én trong anh dén pha.

C6 xudng xe, quan sat tinh hinh. Mot ngudi dan dng ndm guc & do,
khong hé dong ddy. Ong ta chét roi. Co da giét nguwdi. Mdu bit dau chdy
nguwoc bén trong co the' cd.

Lic dinh th4n lai, Yoriko da bd chay khéi hién treong. Xin 13i, hdy tha
t01 cho to1, to1 con nhiéu chuyén can lam 18m, ¢6 lién tuc bién minh trong
long.

R6i canh sat s xua't hién thoi, suy nghi dé6 khong ngung chi phdi trai
tim ¢6 sau vu tai nan. Nhan thirc dworc mirc d6 nghiém trong cda sy viéc
minh gdy ra, ngay qua ngay co sdng trong thap thém lo s¢.

Nhwng canh sat mai khong xua't hién. Thay vao d6, ngwoi tim dén cd la
Nagai Kiyomi.

Co ta dua cho Yoriko xem mot birc anh. Trong d6 chyp rd nét canh
Yoriko budc xudng xe & hién treong vu tai nan dé. Pung la lic d6 cd cam



giac anh sang 16e 1én chdp nhodng, nhwng khong ngo bi chup lai, ma c6
ciing ching ¢6 bung da ndo di xdc nhan nia. Btc anh rd d&n mic doc dwoc
t€n cau lac bo in trén 4o jacket. RO rang, Kiyomi da dwa vao d6 dé€ T'an ra
danh tinh ctia hung tha gy tai nan.

“Tam thoi cd cir dwa t6i mwoi triéu yén,” Kiyomi néi. Co6 ta bao do la
thu lao cho viéc gitr im ldng.

“C0 ndi tam thoi 1a ¢6 ¥ gi? Sau khi t6i tra khodn d6 r'o6i, cd dinh doi ti€p
ar’

“Thé& nao nhi, t6i khong biét nira. P&n lic 4y hing hay.”
Yoriko bao khong tra dwore ngan Ay thi Kiyomi ndi tra gép cling dworc.

“Nhanh 1én da’y. T6i dang méo mét day, no’ thé tin dung ctr ting 1én tirng
ngay.” C6 ta ndi v&i giong diéu ngdy tho vo s6 toi.

HOm sau Yoriko d€n ngan hang rut tién, ro1 dwa cho co ta hai tri€u yén.

“Khi nao gom du tién thi goi t6i nhé. N&u d€ téi cho’ 1au qua, tdi s€ mo
dén tin noi giuc ¢6 ddy.” Kiyomi vira ca't bo tién vao trong tii vira noi.

Thé nay thi toi roi, cd sé bi bam ri€t ca doi. Sau bao h'6i tran tré, Yoriko
dem chuyén nay tdm sy v&i Kosugi. Hai ngwoi yéu nhau gan mot nam nay,
nhwng gitt bi mat chuyén tinh cdm v&i moi ngeoi. Nghe dén hai van dé
nan giai la gay tai nan bo tr6n va bi uy hi€p, qua nhién Kosugi to vé sau
ndo. Nhwng sau ciing anh néi th€ nay, “Puoc roi, anh s€ nghi cach.”

Loi n6i &y vong dén tai Yoriko méi dang tin lam sao. Nhuwng viéc
Kosugi dinh thyc hién qud li€éu linh. Anh tinh ti€p cin Kiyomi, ti€n dén
mdi quan hé than thiét, sau d6 doat 1dy chirng cir vu gdy tai nan roi bd trdon
kia. Nhung viéc ndy ching d& dang gi v&i ngudi kinh nghiém tinh truedng it
o1 nhw anh.



Diing ding mai, Kiyomi lai goi dién hdi thiic Yoriko, doa c6 néu khong
thu x&p dwore t6i thi€u mot triéu yén trong thang nay, thi co ta s€ gui birc
anh d6 cho canh sat.

Ngwoi dua ra quyét dinh cudi cting 12 Kosugi. Anh néi chi con cdch tién
cd ta khoi thé&” gidi nay thoi.

“Nhung ma, liéu c6 sudn sé khong?”

“Nha't dinh s& suon sé. Anh chwra bao gi¢ tha't bai trong thoi khic quyét
dinh.”

K& hoach Kosugi 14p ra qua phirc tap. Di€m lam Yoriko ngac nhién hon
ca la c6 phai cai trang thanh Nagai Kiyomi, roi d€n nha Kosugi.

“Khong sao dau. Cai cqu Yamashita anh thué trong nha dau 6c loo mo
lam. Em va Kiyomi voc ngwoi na nd nhau. Néu bat chwdce trang phuc va
ki€u toc thi dé dang qua mat ciu ta thoi.”

“Trang phuc u?”

“Co ta chudng mau vang. Em chi c¢in khodc 1én ngwoi quéan 4o mau
vang, thi ai cling s€ nghi ngwoi Yamashita gap 1a Kiyomi.”

“Nhung néu ldc chét cd ta mic quéan do khac thi canh sat ¢c6 nghi ngo
khong?”

“Kiyomi ty sat tai nha. Ho s€ nghi 1a ¢6 ta vé d€n nha roi thay bd do
mac nha thoi. Ngd nho ¢6 ta mdc quan 4o mau khac, anh ciling s€ thay sang
bd mau vang.”

Khi gdp Yamashita, cd s€ cd trung ra vé mat nghiém trong, trinh bay
ring mudn xin y kién Kosugi vé chuyén no nan. Viéc niy nhim tao chirng
ctr ngoai pham cho Kosugi, d6ng thoi khi€n cho viéc ty sat ctia Kiyomi ¢6
veé dang tin.



Cach thirc nguy tao vu tw sat chi nghe thoi da thdy ngat ngheo. Chau
chure cho d@&n khi Kiyomi vé nha, 1am c6 ta bat tinh bing cich cho ngti é-
te. LA’y chia khéa, vao trong nha, tim chirng ¢ vu gay tai nan bd trén, cudi
ciing thi ciit c& tay ¢ ta, thi vao bon tim.

Anh &y néi nguy hi€m ma’y ciing phai 1am. B&i ctr thé nay cd s€ ma't ca
chi 14n chai.

Anh da néi dén thé&, c6 danh phai nghe theo. Von di moi trach nhi€ém
déu thudc veé co.

Va céi dém do da dén.

Sau khi di taxi d&n gan nha Kosugi, cd hit mdt hoi that sau, roi budece lai
gan can nha. Lic d6 gidn mot gio sang. CO dinh 4n chudng & hién nha.
Nhwng ding ldic &Yy lai nghe loang thoang am thanh vong ra tw bén trong.

“Nay Yamashita, cAu ng roi ha?” C6 nghe c6 ngwoi néi vay.

Co6 1ap trc nhén ra ¢6 ngwoi khac & trong nha. Cé chot hdt hoang. Cang
nhiéu ngwoi trong nha, nguy co’ bai 16 cang cao.

Liic d6, d&n trong nha da tit ngém.

Yoriko dirng canh ctra sO, quan sat tinh hinh bén trong. R6t cudc ai dang
& trong d6?

Piing lic &y 4nh mét c6 cham phai 4nh mét cia mdt ngudi dan ong
dirng trong béng t&i nhap nhoang. Hin con khé hét 1én. “Kiyomi.”

Nguwoi d6 biét Nagai Kiyomi. Khoanh khic v& 18 ra diéu d6, ¢d voi vang
quay lung bod di. Lic ra d&€n dwong, nap vao mot goc, cd nghe thay ti€ng

gao thét goi tén Kiyomi con 1&'n hon ban nay.

Kosugi goi di€n cho ¢6 sau d6 mdt chut.



“Xin 16i em, anh that bai r6i.” Giong anh u ui't nhw vong ra te ddy
gi€ng sau hun hut.

“Anh khdng no’ xudng tay a?”

“Khong, anh xuong tay roi.” Anh ngdy ra vai gidy roi noi ti€p. “Anh da
gi€t Kiyomi.”

“Néu vay thi...”

“Nhung khong kip dwng hién trerong gid. Niva chung ¢ ta tinh day, hét
toang lén, nén anh da...”

“Khong th€' nao...”

“Nhung em yén tim. Anh tim thdy bang chitng vu tai nan d6 r'6i. Anh da
hiy né ngay lap tirc. Con vét thwong trén cO tay cd ta, anh ciing da nguy
trang d€ trong nhw bj tw trede d6.”

Yoriko can moi. C6 khong bi€t néi sao cho phai. “Con em thi sao?”

“Chuyén do6 thi...” Yoriko k€ lai sy tinh. Viéc c¢6 hai ngwoi trdng nha
xem ra cling nam ngoai dy tinh ctia Kosugi.

“Vay a? Nhung bi€t lam sao gio’. Danh phé méc cho 6ng troi thoi.”
“Chung ta roi s€ thé¢’ nao day?”

“Khong sao. R0i dau khic c¢6 d6.” Anh mién cudng thdt 1én giong vui

Ve.

Nhwng van may khong mim cwoi véi ho.



6.

“Vay c¢6 nghia 1a,” k€ xong cdu chuyén dai 1€ thé, Kusanagi veon nguwoi
trén gh&’, “hau nhw y chang suy luan cta cu. Toi xin nga mi bai phuc.”

“C6 gi kh6 dau. N&u gop nhidt teng ddp dan mot thi ai cling dén dich
thoi.” Yukawa udng ca phé hoa tan, vé mat nhw td y chang c6 gi thad vi ca.

“Sao cau bi€t hon ma do thyc cha't 1a ddong pham?”

“P6 1a suy luan don gidn nha't t6i nghi ra. Chic phai c6 k& gid thi doan
thi ngwoi phu nir ddng 1y da mat mang méi xud't hién & mot noi khac. R'6i
nghi xem tha doan d6 nham muc dich gi, thi chi c6 dap 4n d€ tao chitng cr
ngoai pham thoi.”

“Nhung d€ lam thé céin c6 su gitp strc cia d6ng pham la phu nir ding
khong? Trong khi khdong h€ c6 béng hinh phu nitr nao xung quanh Kosugi,
thé’ ma ciu chang h€ do dy khi dwa ra k&t luan dé. Ly do tai sao?”

“Lam gi ¢6 chuyén khong do dy. Th& nén tdi m&i phai tin mit quan sat
nha Kosugi. Va toi cang virng tin hin dang qua lai v&i phu nix.”

“Quan sat nha hdn w? C6 goi y gi trong ciin nha khong c¢6 béng dang phu
nw d6?”

Yukawa Iién cuoi toe toét. “Chinh la ti€ng tanh tach d6.”

“Ti€ng tanh tach? La gi vay?”

“MOi Ian vin nit Am lwgng trén dan 4m thanh ctia Kosugi 13 tap Am phat
ra ding khong? Nghe ndi trong thuit ngr cua hang san xuit thi€t bj am

thanh, tap Am d6 goi 12 ti€ng tanh tach. Chic tai né phat ra 4m thanh tanh
tach, tanh tach nén md&i ¢6 tén goi nhw vay.”



“A, dan am thanh cii hay gap tinh trang nhw vay.”

“Van dé & chd d6 d@y. Dan 4am thanh ctia Kosugi con mdi tinh. Thé’ thi
tai sao xua't hién tap am dé dwore? VOn di ban chat cua tap am nay 1a hop
chat silicon. Nghe néi dau boi tron & nit van da k&t hop véi vi hat silicon
bay trong khong khi va tao ra tap am nay.”

“T61 bi€t cau hoc cao hi€u rong roi, thé” chuyén nay thi li€n quan gi dén
phu nr?” Kusanagi byc boi hoi.

“Oy mot hang san xua't thi€t bi am thanh no, ngwoi ta thu dwore dir liéu la
lung nhw sau. Nhitng dan 4m thanh 14p trong khéch san tinh yéu luén xua't
hién tiéng tanh tach sém hon hén binh thwong. Céc nha nghién ctu tai ba
da do'c strc diéu tra nguyén nhan. Va cudi cung ho di d€n mdt két luén.”
Yukawa gio’ ngén tay tro 1én. “Nguyén nhan 1a keo xit téc ma phdi ntr st
dung. Silicon trong d6 sé chui vao trong dan am thanh.

“Keo xit toc a?” Kusanagi nh¢ lai cau hdi cua Yukawa lic d6. “Thé nén
cau m&i héi kiéu téc cia Kosugi w?”

“Vi téc hdi cua thi can gi dén keo xit téc.” Yukawa tdm tim cwoi, roi
c¢am coc st 1én.

“Ra vay. N6i la vét tich cia phu nir, nhung cting mu6n hinh muén vé.”

“Mudn hinh mudn vé tir nhirng thr nhin tha'y d&n nhirng thir khong nhin
tha’y. Nhan tién, cap doi hung thu tdi nghi€p do6 sao roi?”

Kusanagi bu6ng tié€ng thé dai trede ciu hdi ctia Yukawa.

“Pém ndo cling nhe dém nao, ca anh 1an 4 déu h'6n xiéu phdch lac bdi
vong h'on cua ngwoi ho da sat hai.”

“Vi vong h'dn d6 tri ngu trong trai tim ho.”

Yukawa m¢ to tA'm rém cia so.



Chwong 3 ~
HON MA QUAY NHIEU



1.

Trén to bdo sang chi dang toan tin tirc v6 bo. Kusanagi Shunpei vira hiit
hop stra, vira xem lwdt qua cdt tin thé thao. Poi bong Yumiuri Giants anh co
vii d@ n€m mui that bai bdi ci danh 16i ngwoc dong cia ddi thd & hiép
chin. Anh nhan mit, gd’p to’ bdo lai. Sau d6, anh thoc tay vao trong b d6
ngh, gai st soat vao mang swon. Vang dwong thang 5 roi vao cdi ban d¢
chdéng cho hop mi #n 1ién da rdng khong. Sau khi rudn 18 vang [/ I troi qua,
nhirng ngdy ning rdo ti€p ndi nhau. Kusanagi rop rop hit can hdp sira, roi
quging vd hop vao thung rac bén canh. Vai manh rac trong cai thung day G u
rot tran ra ngoai. Nao 1a hdp com mua & ctra hang tién lgi, roi gidy goi
banh mi kep. Nam thi mwoi hoa anh m&i vao b&p nd'u nwdng, nén cai
thiing ngdp trong rac thai cia d6 an thirc udng mua & cra hang tién loi.

Anh chan nan nhat rac 1én, tién ngd quanh can ho /DK [5] Chin dém
btra bon khong gi'p, ngoai 167 di lai hdng ngay thi sin nha chging ¢6 chd d¢
dit chan. Anh tr thd'y hd then vo ciing, ki€l ndy ma c¢é nguwdi yéu chic
ciing ching ddm din vé nha.

Anh tinh don dep qua mét lwot, nhwng vira ding 1én thi dién thoai réo
inh 6i. Kusanagi tim &ng nghe cta cdi dién thoai khong day nim 1an trong
dong tuan bao chd't cao nhw nui, ro1 nghe may.

Nguwoi goi 1a Morishita Yuri. Chi géi rudt cia Kusanagi.

“Got c6 viée gi the’, ba chi?”

“Sao lai goi ¢6 viéc gi theé? Chi day né€u kh@ng co viéc thi ciing khong
mudn goi cho ciu dau. Ban ciing bat dic di m&i phai goi da’y chi.” Yuri
néi lién thodng mot thoéi mot h'oi. Tk ngay xwa Kusanagi da chang bao gio

thing ndi ba chj nay trong moi cudc cdi va.

“Em hié€u r'6i, chi goi em c6 viéc gi?”



“HOm nay cau nghi lam ding khong?”
“Sao chi bi€t ro thé?”

“Nghe me n6i ma.”

“Ra thé.”

Dang sinh thanh ctia Kusanagi van con khde manh, hién dang song &
quan Edogawa. Ba hom trwé'c anh goi dién cho me vi chuyén 1€ céu siéu.

“Chi c6 chuyén nay mudn hoéi y ki€n cau. Do hai, ba gio chiéu cau dén
man Shinjuku dwgc khong?”

“HOom nay w? Ludn cor a? Lam gi ma ga'p gip the?”

“Cé6 chuyén gap ma lai. Pi dwoc ding khong, ding nao ciing chflng co ai
de€’ho hen ma.”

“Vi th&€ ma phai hen ho v&i chi a? N6i chuyén chan the.”

“Cuwr lo hao, chi day ciling khong ranh rang d&n do gap riéng ciu dau. Chi
s& din theo mot c6 d&n. Mudn ciu cho c6 bé d6 1o khuyén.”

“Hw.” Nghe d&n phu nt, tim anh khong khoi xao dong. “Quen biét thé&’
nao voi chi?”

“Em gdi ctia ban chi.” Yuri n6i r6i boi thém. “Pep lam. H6i xwa tung
lam nguwoi mau ti€p thi san pham da’y. Kém ciu nam tudi thi phai.”

“O’” Anh tha’y hdo hirc hin lén. “Chic, ai them quan tdm chuyén do.”
“Vay la cau chiu gap nhi?”

“Thi ciing danh vay thdi. Ngwoi d6 dang gdp phai chuyén khé khin 14m
ar’



“Puing vay. Pang kho s& tram bé. Nghe xong chuyén chi thd’y hoi y ki€n
cdu la tot nha't. C nghe tAm sw cia con bé di. Chi biét c6 th€ trong cdy vao
cau ma.”

“Em hiéu roi. Pugce théi. Theé” mudn héi y ki€n chuyén gi?”

“Chi sé k&€ ngon nganh lic gap nhau, géi gon trong mdt cau thi la mot vu
mat tich.”

“Mat tich w? Ai bi€n ma't vay?”

“Ch'ong con bé.”

Kusanagi hen gip Yuri tai quan tra cia mot khach san cao cAp nim &
ctra phia tdy ga Shinjuku. Anh ¢6 cdm gidc dd dn mot qua Iwa ngoan muc
cta chi gdi. Néu tw dau biét d6i phwong la gai da ¢ ch'dng, han anh s€
khong phung phi ngay nghi quy gid cia minh nhw thé nay.

Yuri va ban d&n trede cd anh. Thay anh bwdc vao, Yuri vay tay goi twe
ghé trong cling ctia quan. Ngwoi phu nir ngdi bén canh ding 1a ra't tré trung
va xinh dep. Nhung r6 rang ¢6 mang d€n cam gidc tram tinh ctia phu nr da

yén bé gia that. Vira nhi long d6 1a vor ngwoi ta, anh vira bwde lai gan ho.

Yuri gi¢i thiéu doi bén v&i nhau. Ngwoi phu nir xwng tén 1a Kanzaki
Yayoi.

“Thanh that xin 16i vi 1am phién anh vao ngay nghi a.” Yayoi cti d4u.
O bén canh, Yuri néi xen vao: “Dung ngai, cdu &y ranh ma.

“Chong co bi mat tich hay sao?” Kusanagi vao theamg van de.
“Vang.” Yayoi git dau.

“Tir bao gidr vay?”



“Nam hom tredc a. Hom d6 anh dy di lam, roi c thé chang vé nha
nwa.”

“Nam hom a... C6 da bdo canh st chwa?”

“To6i bdo roi a. Nhung c6 vé dén gio van chwra ¢6 manh mdi nao ca.” ¢d
cui gdm mat xudng.

Chong cua Yayoi, Kanzaki Toshiyuki lam ky sw bao dwong trong mot
cOng ty san xud't thi€t bi y t&. Nghe ndi cong viéc chinh cuia anh ta la di bao
dwong mdy méc & vién dwong 1ao hay trung tdim phuc h'6i chirc nang. Cho
nén anh ta hdau nhw khong 16 mgt dé€n cong ty, ca ngay ta't td ngwoe xudi
trén chi€c xe tai hang nhe.

Theo loi giai thich cia cong ty, Toshiyuki da roi tru s& vao budi chiéu
nim hom tredre. Sau d6 thi ca ngwoi 1an xe déu biét tim biét tich.

“Nhitng chd chong t6i ¢6 the ghé dén, cong ty déu tim hi€u gidp roi,
nhung van khong nim dwoc tung tich cta anh &y. Anh &y r&i mot vién
dwong 1do & Hachioji vao khoang nam gio’ chiéu, sau d6 thi di dau mat
dang.”

C6 vé Yayoi dang chat vat gitr cho minh binh tinh d€ tweong thuit lai cau
chuyén. Giong néi bj kim nén kia da t6" cdo diéu d6. Nhung Kusanagi van
nhan ra chung quanh mét c6 hoe dd.

“Mong la khong gdp tai nan.” Yuri néi vé bat an.

“Em khong ddm kh?ing dinh, nhung kha niing bj tai nan thap 1im.”

“Th&"a?”

“Trweong hop nhian don trinh bdo ma't tich, viéc dau ti€n canh sat 1am la

d6i chi€u thong tin d6 v&i nhibng vu tai nan khap cd nwéc. Khé ma nghi 1a
canh sit chwa xdc nhan nhirng vu xe tai hang nhe gy tai nan. N&u la vung



qué xa x0i héo lanh thi khong néi lam gi, dang nay noi cudi cung ch'dong co6
dén 1a Hachioji.”

Nghe anh giai thich, Yuri cling git gu dong tinh.

“Vay con kha nang ch'ong ¢6 cd y bd di thi sao? C6 da nghi d&n chwa?”
Kusanagi héi Yayoi.

“Khong thé€ ndo.” C6 lic dau. “Toi chéng nghi ra 1y do gi d€ anh &y lam
thé& ca. Va lai ¢6 ai bd nha di v&i ddc bo quian 4o trén ngwoi khong?”

“Trong nha c6 c6 bi ma't d6 dac gi khong? Vi du so'tiét kiEm?”

“Canh sat cling hoi cau d6 nén t6i da tim roi. Chéng ma’t mat gi cd. Chi
it 1a nhirng thir dang tién anh 4y déu khong mang theo.”

“Vay a?” Kusanagi gat dau.

Duong nhién van khong thé loai trte khd ndng anh ta c6 tinh bién mait.
Kusanagi bi€t s6 ngwoi bd di biét tich chi voi bd quian do trén ngwoi nhiéu
dén bat ngo. Hon nira, ¢6 nhirng trrong hop ma't tich ¢6 k& hoach nhwng
khong th€ phat hién ngay manh md&i nao cho thdy y dinh that sy cia ngwoi
ma't tich. Tién gwi ngan hang dwoe chuyén sang tai khoan khac mdt cach tai
tinh, con cta cai trong nha Ian lwgt d6i non ra di.

“Chuyén clia c6 toi cling nim dwoc hom hom r6i.” Kusanagi néi.
“Nhwng cho phép t6i néi thang, t6i khong gitp dwgc gi dau. Néu ¢6 da bao
canh sat, thi chang phai nén dori h'6i am twr ho tredc hay sao?”

“Ngwoi ddu ma long da sat da th€”.” Yuri quac mat lwom.

“Vi em cling 1a canh sat chr sao. Viéc em lam dwec thi canh séat dia
phwong cling s€ lIam. N6i ngwoc lai, n€u canh sat dia phwong hét cach thi
em cling gidng ho th6i.” Va quan trong hon, chuyén mon ctia em 1a diéu tra
an mang, chir khong phai tim ngwoi mat tich. Nhwng 1oi nay anh chi dam
tw n6i v&i long minh ma thoi.



Yuri chim vao im lang. Kusanagi udng ca phé trong bau khong khi ngai
ngan. Ca phé da ngudi bot.

“Anh nay...” Yayoi ngang mat I&€n, roi nhin thang vao gwong mat
Kusanagi. “T6i ctr ban khodn mai mot chuyén.”

“Chuyén gi vay?”

“C6 can nha nay t6i doan chdng minh sé ghé qua sau khi roi vién dwong
lao & Hachioji.”

“Ha... Céan nha d6 ¢ dau vay?”

“Céng ty chong t6i ngly trede budn ban ca mdy loc nwde. N6i thing ra
12 h6i d6 18m khi anh Ay phai d&n nha riéng cia khach hang.”

“R’61 sao?”

“Anh &y c6 vé than thi€t véi mot ba cu so6ng neo don. Ngoai thoi gian
bao dwong may loc nwede, anh Ay ciing ghé qua nha ba cu mdi khi ¢6 viéc &
quanh khu d6. Ch'dng t6i bao chan cang ba cu khong di lai dwore, tim mach
ciing khong t&t, nén anh &y dong long tric an.”

“Hién gio’ anh ta con thwong xuyén lui t&i tham hoi ba cy khong?”

“Hinh nhwr vin d&n d6 mot thang mot Man a. Thi thodng anh &y van dem
vé nha nao 1a banh bao, banh ngot, bao la ba cu ting.”

“Nha cua ba cu d6 & dau?”
“O'Fuchu a.”
Yayoi mé tdi xdch, 18y ra mot tdm thiép mwng nam maoi, dat 1én ban.

Hang chit viét bing biit mdy trén d6 bay bwd'm that dep mét. Tén ngwoi g
1a Takano Hide. Pia chi ding l1a & Fuchu that.



“Co da lién lac voi ba Takano nay chwa?” Kusanagi vira phe phay tAm
thiép vira hoi.

“T6i1 da goi dién thoai dén do.”
“Ba Takano néi sao?”
“Chuyén d6...” Yayoi bdng cudi gdim mit xudng. Trong cd nhw dang do

dw diéu gi d6. Nhwng r'oi ¢6 nhanh chdéng ngang mat 1én. “Ba Takano qua
doi roi. Mei may hdom trede thoi.”



2.

Vira m& canh ctra phong nghién ctru s6” mwoi ba b6 moén Vit 1y treong dai
hoc Teito, Kusanagi trong thdy ngon Itra phut ra mau xanh nhat. Yukawa
Manabu miic 4o tring, ding & d6 v&i cdi den kho trén tay.

“Gi th€’, khong bu'on go ctra ntra.” Yukawa gao 1én d€ at di ti€ng dén kho
am .

“T6i gbd roi ma co thd'y cdu tra loi dau.” Kusanagi cling chang chiu kém
canh ma gao lai.

Yukawa tat Itra, dat den kho xudng, doan c&i 4o trang ra.

“Noéng that. bung la thi nghi€m nay khong thich hgp d€ lam trong
phong”

“Thi nghiém w? Thi nghiém gi vay?”

“Thi nghiém dién hét strc don gian. HOi ti€u hoc ciu lam r'oi day. Pau
béng den v&i pin roi bat cong tic. Peén sé 1ap tic thip sang. Thi nghiém d6
day.”

Yukawa chi tay 1én mat ban dung d€’ lam thi nghi€m.

Nhw cdu ta néi, mot béng deén to c& qua bong mém ndi voi modt hdp
vuong c6 vé 1a ngudn dién bang hai s¢ii day dién. N&u chi ¢6 vay thi chang
khac gi thi nghiém cua hoc sinh ti€u hoc, nhung & day c6 thém mdt chiéc
diia thay tinh dai khoang vai xdng-ti-mét n6i véi day dién & doan gitra day.

“Gi vay, diia thay tinh nay la gi?” Kusanagi hoi.

“La diia thuy tinh.” Yukawa dép.



“Thay tinh khong din dién ma. A khéng, hay né lam bing vat liéu dic
biét?”

“Cau nghi sao?” Yukawa nhoén miéng cwoi. Nha vat 1y hoc tré tudi co
vé thich thi v&i nhirng cdu hdi ngd ngan vé khoa hoc cua ciu ban cluing
khoa mot thoi.

“Nguoi ta khong biét moi hodi.”

“Trudc khi hdi thi ty minh ki€m ching xem! Chi cin bit cong tic 1a
xong. A ddng roi, cong tic 14 thir gén trén cdi hop ay.”

Yukawa bao vdy, Kusanagi lién than trong bat cong tic. Anh da chuah bi
s&n sang cho mot viéc kinh khiing nao d6 xay dén trong phut chdc, nhung
chang c6 gi xay ra ca.

“Céi gi, khong din dién that a?”

“Khong phai vat liéu dic biét gi dau. La thdy tinh thweong thoi. Thiy tinh
la vat li¢u cach dién. Dong di¢n s€ khong truyén qua d6.”

“Néu vay...”
“Tuy nhién, n€u lam thé& nay thi sao?”

Yukawa bat hop quet, roi ding né d€ cham den kho. Bing cach diéu
chinh lrgng khong khi, ngon Itra ddp diu bién thanh ngon Itra xanh nhat sic
nét. Anh dwa ngon ltra d6 lai gan ddia thdy tinh. Bén dwdi diia ddt mot vién
gach.

Bi nung néng b&i ngon Itra ctia dén kho, diia thiy tinh tw tee d6 1€n, nhw
sip tan chdy d&n noi. RAt nhanh sau d6 mot chuyén kinh ngac xdy ra. Béng
den sang bwng 1én. C6 nghia 1a dong dién da truyén qua dida thay tinh.
Kusanagi bat giac 0 1€n mot ti€ng kinh ngac.



“Thanh phn chinh ciia thaty tinh 12 ion silicon va ion oxy. O th€ rén, hai
thanh phéan nay lién k&t chat voi nhau. Nhung khi bi nung chdy béi nhiét
dd cao, két cau do sé trd nén 1ong 1éo. Ion silicon ¢c6 dién tich dwong bi day
vé phia cyc am, ion oxy cé dié€n tich am bi day vEé phia cwc dwong. K&t qua
la dong dién dworc truy€n qua.”

Kusanagi thd’y 101 gidi thich ctia Yukawa that mo’ h'6. Nhwng anh biét cai
diia thily tinh da tan chdy phin ntta tred'c mit minh hién c6 dic tinh hoan
toan khac v&i thly tinh anh thwong thd'y.

Mot 14t sau, Yukawa tit den kho. Kusanagi dodn thi nghiém da két thic
& d6. Thuy tinh s€ tre vé hinh dang ban dau, dong dién khong truyén qua
nita, béng dén ciing tit. Nhung khong phai. Du khong bi nung néng bdi
ngon Ira ctia dén kho, diia thiy tinh van ti€p tuc tda ra dnh sdng ryc ro'.
Boéng dén ciing ¢ thé” sang roi.

“Khi dong dién & mot mirc d6 nha't dinh bit dau truy€n qua, sé tao ra
dién tr& dot ndng, khi€n dia thay tinh ti€p tuc tw phat nhiét. bén day, du
khong cAp nhiét tr bén ngoai, dong dién van tiép tuc truyén qua.”

'7’

“Ha? Sao ma giong tdm ly ctia may ké pham t6i hang loat th&
Kusanagi noi.

“Y cdu 12 sa0?”

“Ban dau phai c6 dong co da. Pong co’ d6 khi€n ban than phan khich,
roi pham t01. Nhung gy t01 xong lai cang phan khich hon, khong nghi dén
hau qua, ti€p tuc pham tdéi. MOt minh chirng cuia cdi vong luan quan. Khi
dinh than lai thi ddng co’ ban dau chang con quan trong ntra.

Ha ha, Yukawa bat cwoi. “Ra vay. Pung la giong that.”

“T4t cong tic & dau the?”

“Khong tit thi s& th& nay.”



Yukawa chi vao cdi diia thay tinh. Chi€c diia ban ndy con tda ra dnh sang
do chéi 1oi, gior da tan chdy bdi nhiét lwgng minh phaét ra. Bong dén lic nay
cling tit ngém.

“Cudi cung lai ty hiy hoai ban than minh a?”

Quan Mifuku cach treong dai hoc vai phidt di bd. Du 1a quan rwou,
nhung thye don sud't dn & day ciing phong phi 1dm. Chéic béi ho hudng tdi
doi twgng khach hang 1a sinh vién chang? Ngay xwa Kusanagi tirng hay 18
la & quan nay, c6 diéu anh khdng ngo d€n tudi nay roéi con ghé noi day.
Nhung Yukawa bao dén day dwoc roi, nén danh chiu theo y ciu ta.

HOm nay chang ¢6 viéc gi cd, thi thodng mudn cung ciu ban danh chén
no say nén anh mai quay lai mai treong xwa. Hai ngeoi lai ng'di canh nhau
& cho trong cling cia quay, nhw cdi ngay xa xwa aYy.

Sau mdt h'6i lau k€ cho nhau nghe v€ tinh hinh gan diy cua ban be
chung, Kusanagi nhéic chuyén gip Kanzaki Yayoi h61 chiéu. Coi nhw ki€m
chuyén lam qua. Yukawa hinh nhw chang d& tAm 14m, nhung vin khuyén
“Nén diéu tra thém v€ gia dinh ctia ba Takano d6.”

“Qua nhién la thé"”
“Toi1 tdO mo vé ddm ho hang ctia ba ta.”

“Cung phai.” Kusanagi rét thém bia vao cdc cua Yukawa, chd con lai
anh trat vao coc minh.

Theo Kanzaki Yayoi, lic c6 ta goi dién d€n nha ba Takano Hide, c6 mét
ngudi dan 6ng nghe mdy. Hén tw xung 12 ho hang cfia ba Takano Hide. Khi
c6 ta hdi ch'ong minh c6 d&n d6 qua’y qua khong, thi hin bao khong biét, ba
cu vira qua dori nén ching téi dang ban tram cdng nghin viéc, r'oi dap may.

Nghe vAy Yayoi van thiy thdp thém khong yén, nén da dich than dén
nha Takano. Mot ngwoi dan 6ng xap xi ba mwoi lam tudi ti€p cb ta. Co vé
d6 khong phai ngwoi dan 6ng nghe dién thoai.



Yayoi dwa cho hin xem 4nh Kanzaki Toshiyuki, hdi xem nguwdi ndy gan
day c6 dén day khong. Hén chéng bu'6n 1li€c nhin birc anh, da néi gan day
chealng c6 ai d&n diy ca. Thay cb ta toan hdi thém, hin lién nhin nhé miit
may, roi budng 1 him doa. “Héi gi ma hdi 1dm th&’, dd bio khong biét 1a
khong bi€t, n€u dinh ki€m c& gy su thi ddy khong ngan.” Nat nd ki€u vay
do.

Cuc chflng da, Yayoi quay lung bd di, roi sang nha hang xém béng gi6
do hdi thong tin. Bing cdch d6, ¢d ta nim dwoc hién c6 may ngudi cd dan
ong va phu nit song tai nha Takano. Ho bt dau di ra di vio dé tir khoang
hai théng trede, roi d4n ddm & dé tir lic ndo ching ro. Sinh thdi ba Hide
bdo v&i hang xém ho la vor ch'ong dira chau trai. Lic k€ vé ho trong ba
hoan hi 1dm, chéc vi ba séng c6 quanh mdt minh bao 1au nay.

Nghe néi ba Hide qua doi do 1én con dau tim. Tang 1& dwoc t& chire 1ing
1€ trong mdt hdi treong clia thanh phd’. Nhung ¢6 mot di€ém Yayoi thd'y bin
khoan. D6 1a ngay ba Hide qua doi ciling 1a ngay Kanzaki Toshiyuki mat
tich.

“Nhung d€ diéu tra thi can c6 ly do.” Kusanagi néi. “V&i tinh hinh hién
tai ching t6i khong tién nhuing tay. Chi it 1a trén cwwrong vi canh sat.”

“T6i c6 ngwoi quen cyc ghét ti€u thuy€t trinh tham.” Vira néi Yukawa
vira dua con hai sdm 1én miéng. “T6i hdi sao lai ghét, thi ngwoi d6 bao vi
t0i pham rat mot 1 ngd ngan. Ho bd bao cdng siec nghi ra phwong thirc
giét nguwoi d€ danh Iwa canh sat. Thé” ma lai chaalng bu'6n van dung dau 6c
de gidu thi the’ di. Khdng ¢6 thi the thi lam sao xac dinh dwoc vu an nao xay
ra, thé' nén canh sat chic chin sé& khong bét tay vao diéu tra.”

“Nguoi quen d6 chinh 1a cu chi gi?”

“Aima biet.” Yukawa udng can cdc bia.



3.

Kanzaki Yayoi goi dién thoai cho Kusanagi hai tuan sau budi gap & khach
san Shinjuku. Sudt khoang thoi gian d6, Kusanagi chzatng giup duwoc gi cho
c6 ca. Hung thl ciia mot vu 4n khéc bi bit, nén anh ban bu dau d€ cling c&
chirng ctr va tham van lai.

“Xin 13i co, téi dang ban t&i mét t6i miii. Tdi cling tinh ghé qua d6 mot
T4n xem tinh hinh thé ndo.” Kusanagi bdng chuyén sang giong diéu phan
tran. “C6 c6 nghe tin gi t canh sat khong?”

“Khong a. Toi c¢6 hoi mot Tan, nhwng chi nhian dwgc nhirng ciu trd 1o
khong 10 rang.”

(‘Véy ?a?”

Nghi cling phai. Canh sat chi nhé d&€n ngwoi mat tich khi ho tim thdy thi
thé’ khong rd danh tinh thoi.

“A anh Kusanagi o1, that ra sau do, t6i da d€n nha cua ba Takano thém
vai [an ntra.” Yayoi ngap ngung noi.

“Co phat hién gi khong?”
“Khong, chwa d&n mirc goi 1a phat hién, nhwng c6 diéu nay hoi la.”
“La thé&'nao?”

“MAaYy nguoi dé tdi nao cling ra khdi nha roéi di dau dé. Lai con vao ding
mot gio’ nha't dinh.”

“Degi da! Co Kanzaki, td1 nao co ciing theo doi can nha d6 a?”



Yayoi im bat tredc ciu hdi ciia Kusanagi. Anh nghe thdy ti€ng cd thd
khé.

“A khong, khong phai toi trach cr ¢6 dau.” Kusanagi voi vang phan bua.
“T6i chi thac mac tai sao ¢6 ban tam vé gia dinh d6 dén vay?”

“Po 1a... trye gidc mach bao a.”

“Ha? Truc giac a?”

“PE€ anh ché cwoi r'oi. Ai doi lai néi chuyén trye gidc voi canh sat nhi.”

“Khong c6 chuyén do dau.”

“T6i da the dén vién dwong 1do & Hachioji, noi cudi cung chong tdi ghé
qua. R6i gidp ba cu da trdo chuyén v&i chdng tdéi hom d6. Ba bao chdong toi
an cAn hdi han nén vui 1m. Khodnh khic dé, t6i chot nghi, trén dudong tr
do vEé nha khong co6 ly nao ch'dong t61 khong d€n tham ba Takano. Luc dén
vién dudng 130, chong toi chic chéin s& nhé d&n ba Takano Hide.”

Lan nay t&i lwot Kusanagi lang thinh. Loi Yayoi ndi qua ¢c6 sirc thuyét
phuc. D6 ddng la tryc gidc, nhwwng khdng phai vo cin ctr. Liéu goi 1a truc
gidc logic dwoc khong? Yukawa ma nghe thay 1&i nay chic nan 18m day.

“C0 n6i tdi nao ho cling ra ngoai vao mot gior nha't dinh nhi.” Kusanagi
hdi sau khi nhé lai 101 Yayoi k€ ban ndy. “Co c¢6 xac dinh dwoe ho di dau
khong?”

“Vang, nhung bam theo d&n tan noi thi tdi hoi sor...” CO ngic ngir.

Kusanagi da dodn ra y d6 cta c6. Han cd trdng mong di€u gi dé & anh
nén m&i goi dién nhw the nay.

“T6i hi€u r6i.” Anh néi. “T67 mai t6i ranh. Chiing ta cing dén d6 theo
doi nhé!”



Bay gior ba mwoi phiit t67 hom sau, Kusanagi va Yayoi cling ng'6i trong
mot chi€c xe 6 t6 hang nhe mau dd. Chi€c xe nay nghe dau la xe riéng cua
gia dinh Kanzaki. Nhung c¢6 bao Toshiyuki chang may khi dung dén.

“Co6 1€ lic di Iam anh 'y ldi xe nhiéu ro6i, nén ngay nghi mudn dwoc
thanh thoi.”

Trén gwong mat nghiéng nghiéng vwa thot ra cau do, dwong nhw da
budng bd hy vong ngwoi ch'ong s€ sdng sét quay Ve.

Hai nguoi dd xe & Té dwong. Phia bén kia con dwong, nhitng ngdi nha
ki€u Nhat c& kinh ndm san sat nhau. Ciin nao cin nid'y déu mang dang dap
cta nha xay tor nam Chiéu Hoa b6n mwei. Can nha thir ba tir bén trai sang
12 nha Takano. Nhin bé ngoai n6é c¢6 vé khong rong rai 1dm. Kusanagi dodn
miit bang rong khodng ba muoi tsubo.

Theo 101 Yayoi hién ¢6 hai cap v chong ta tic tai d6. Mot cap hinh nhw
la vor ch'dng chéu trai cia ba Takano Hide, cdp con lai 1a vor chong anh trai
ctiia vor ngwoi chdu d6. It nha't 1a ho d€'16 cho hang xém tha’y nhw vay.

“Nhwng ma,” ¢6 ndi, “hang xém khong ndi gi hay vé ho cd. Nghe dau
h'6i m&i sdng cung ba Takano Hide, ho ciing td vé x&i 1&i lam, nhwng ba
Takano vira ma't, ho da tré mat, gio thi chang thém chao hoi ai.”

“Ly do nao ma bon ngwoi d6 s6ng chung véi ba Takano Hide vay?”
“Ba Takano k€ v&i hang xém la vgr chong chau trai bi dudi viéc, phai
don ra khdi ky tic xa cia cong ty nén dén day ta tic. Cap con lai ba cling

nhan 12 ho hang.”

“0.” Mot cau chuyén diang ngo, Kusanagi nghi. “C6 néi han bi dudi
viéc, vay gio han c6 lam gi khong? Hay chi an khong ng'di r'6i?”

Yayoi khé gat dau. “Theo loi hang x6m thi cd ngay 16ng bong. Ma
khong riéng gi ngeoi xwng la chdu trai, ngwoi dan 6ng con lai cling the.”



“K¢& d6 ciling v cong roi nghé, khong cé noi an chén & a?”

“Nhung...” Yayoi hoi nghiéng dau, “ho khong nhoc long vi chuyén com
4o gao tién thi phai. Nhirng thir ho khoac 1én ngwoi khong hé ré chit nao.”

“Thé& a?”

“Ho ciing khong ¢6 vé dang ki€m viéc 1am. Tom lai cd bon nguwoi ludn
luén & nha.”

“Nhung cir dén tam gio toi la...”

“Vang.” Yayoi git dau, mat c6 nhin vé huwong chénh chéch. “Ca bdmn
ngwoi s€ ra ngoai.”

Kusanagi nhin dong h'6. Sap dén tam gio’ roi.

T4m gio kém ba phit, mdt ngwdi dan dng ra khdi nha trude tién. Hin
trong to béo. Bung bia phuwdn ra tir dudi cdi 4o polo tring, trong nhw c6 bau
may thang. Ti€p d6 mot ngwoi phy nir bwde ra. Co ta fam ba mwoi 1lam
tudi hodc nhinh thém doi chit 1a cung. Co’ thé’ gay go, mat danh by phan.

Hai ngwoi d6 dirng doi tredre ctra, sau d6 d6i nam nir nira xua't hién. Ca
hai déu ¢4 voc ngwei nhd th. Nguwoi dan 6ng mac bd thé thao, mai téc dai
budc ha't ra dang sau. Ngwoi phu nir khodac 4o bo, mac chan vy dai lwot

thwot nhw cham dat d@é€n noi. Ca hai trong cé vé trén dwdi ba muoi tuoi.

“Lan tredc dén day, nguoi dan 6ng médc 4o polo trang do6 ti€p toi &
sanh.” Yayoi noi.

“Ho khong dung 6 td dung khong?”

“Vang. Ho toan di thanh mo{t dam r61 lang thang vay thoi. Co doéi Tan toi
dinh bam theo, nhuwng ho bi€t mat t61.”

“Toi hidu roi. Co i ngdi yén & ddy nhé!”



Kusanagi xu6ng xe, nhanh chan bam theo hai cdp nam nw dé.

Hinh nhv ho di vé phia nha ga. Cip kém tudi di ding trwde, hai ngudi
trung tudi ndi got theo sau. O ding sau quan sat, Kusanagi thd'y ho hu nhw
khong néi v&i nhau 101 nao. Du nhw hinh v&i béng ca ngay, nhwng ho
khong c6 vé than thiét 18m. Hay b&i ca ngay dai nhin mit nhau r6i, nén gio
ho chang con gi d& néi v&i nhau nia.

Thoat d4u, Kusanagi nghi ho ra ngoai vao gio ¢6” dinh chi d€ di an.
Nhung Yayoi bdo khé cé kha niing d6 1&m. Vi nhirtng hom sushi dwoc giao
t&i tdn ctra, ho cling roi nha lic tdm gio’ toi.

Trong cling khong giong nhw dang theo hoc 1op van hda nao, Kusanagi
nghi vay trong khi than trong gitr khodng cach an toan voi bdn nguoi &
dang trwdec.

Chang bao lau sau, ho da d&€n con ph6é mua sam. N6i vay, nhung tam
nay thi chi con lac ddc vai ctra hang mé ctra thoéi. Bon ngwoi d6 van gik
nguyén toc do di chuyén.

R6i ho dot ngot dung budc. Sau khi trao doi doi ba ciu, ca dam luc duc
di vao quan bén canh. D6 1a quén thit nwéng.

Gi thé nay, hoa ra di an t61 a?

Thé thi chic con 1Au m&i ra. Kusanagi nhin ngé xung quanh, nghi xem
s€ gi€t thoi gian nhw thé nao.

Nhung bon ngwdi d6 tdch nhau ra. Ngwdi dan 6ng mic 4o polo tring va
cap doi tré tudi chui vao trong quan, riéng ngwoi phu nir dirng tuoi thi thang
dwong ma ti€n. Kusanagi khong chian chwr, bam theo ¢o ta.

Co6 ta vira man mé sudi téc dai uén xoan, vwra lieng thirng buwdre trén con
phd mua sam. Chdc chdc, cb ta lai hwong mat vé phia hi€u siach, nhung
khong ghé vao d6. Kusanagi cam giac cé gi am mudi.



Th& nhung...

Khi d&n trwdc cra tiém pachinko, ¢6 ta pham phidm di vao trong. Long
day nghi hodc, Kusanagi nd1 got theo.

Sau mdt lic 1au di long vong bén trong cda tiém, cO ta ng6i xuéng cai
mdy & hang gitra. Tiép d6, cd ta mua béng va bit dau thi. Kusanagi chon
mdt chd ng'di d&€ dé bé quan st ¢d ta, anh ciing tha béng d€ trdnh bi nghi
ng¢'. Lau 14m réi anh méi choi pachinko.

Anh doan c6 1€ cd ta gap ai d6 & day. Nhung chaamg c6 ai bén mang lai
chd ¢d ta cd. Chi thd'y o ta vui vé tin hwdng tro choi pachinko. Cit the mot
ti€ng dong h'6 trdi qua.

C6 ta nhin xudng dong h'd deo tay roi ding ddy, nhung 4nh mét nhin
mdy pachinko ddy luyén ti€c. C6 vé ¢6 ta da thua canh bac nay. Vwra nhin
ngwoi khac tha bong, cd ta vira di vé phia 161 ra. Kusanagi ciing vdi vang
duoi theo.

Nguwoi phu nir quay lai con dwong da qua. Khong ¢ vé s€ tat ngang tat
doc. Loang mot cdi ¢6 ta da dén tredc quan thit nwdng ban nay, sau dé co
ta m& ctra, nhom vao trong. Nhung cd ta khong bwdc vao do.

Ba nguoi kia tir trong qudn budc ra. Nguoi dan dng mic 4o polo tring
ngam tim trong miéng. Mit hin dd gay, chic d3 udng bia. Hin hoi gi do,
nhung c6 ta lic dau. Chéc 12 hdi két qua choi pachinko. Hin cudi nhat.

Bon ngwoi budce trén con dwong din vé cidn nha. Bedc chian ho khoan
thai hét luc dén day. Nhin bau khong khi chung quanh ho, chaamg cam nhan
dwoc y @6 hay muc dich gi. Kusanagi chi ¢6 th& nghi ring ho ra ngoai d€ ba
ngwoi 14 day cdi bung rdng, va mdt ngwdi choi pachinko. Nhung tai sao
ct phai 1a tdm gio tdi mdi ngay? Hay do chi don gian 1a théi quen ding gior
cua ho?

K&t cuc, ho vé thaalng nha. Kusanagi ddi mét trong theo béng ho ma't hit
trong can nha, roi moi quay lai xe 6 t6, noi Yayoi dang doii.



Anh k€ tuan ty nhirng viéc da xay ra cho cd nghe.

“T6i khong thay c¢6 hanh dong nao kha nghi ca. Gia s c¢6 van dé gi thi
la nhirng viéc ho lam trong quén thit nwdng thdi, nhwng nhin thé nao, toi
cling chi thd'y don gian la an mdt bira com. C6 nghi sao,” Kusanagi nhin
gwrong mat nghiéng cua Yayoi roi hdi. Nhwng anh chot stng sdt. Mat ¢ tai
mét. “DPa cé chuyén gi a?” Kusanagi hoi.

Yayoi li€m moi. Sau d6 chim rai quay mat vé phia Kusanagi. “Luc anh
bam theo nhirng ngwoi do, t6i da di vé phia ng6i nha. Téi dinh tim xem ¢6
manh mo1 nao khong.”

“R'61 sa0?” Kusanagi thdy trong nguc dap don.

“That ra t6i mudn vao bén trong xem thir. Nhwng khong cé cach nao mé
khoéa.”

“C0 liéu that day.”
“Thé& roéi,” c6 thd manh, “tir bén trong ddt nhién phat ra ti€ng dong.”
“Ha?” Kusanagi mé to mit.

“Lic d6 toi dirng géan cira s0. Toi nghe thd’y ti€ng d6 dac dap vao twong,
roi sau do6 la ti€ng bwde chéan ai @6 chay ram rap bén trong.”

“Giong noi thi sao? C6 nghe thdy giong n6i khong?”

Co lac dAu. “Toi khong nghe thay.”

“R'6i 6 da lam gi?”

“T6i nghi bi€t dau 1a ch'ong minh, nén thi dap vao ctra s6. C6 khi chdong
toi bi nho't trong d6 cling nén. Nhuwng khong c6 ti€ng trd 1oi. Loang mot cai

da chealng con nghe tha’y ti€ng dong gi nira. Ctra sO thi treo rém kin mit, nén
to1 khong quan sat degec tinh hinh bén trong.”



Kusanagi thd’y tim dap ron lén. Ngoai b6n nguoi Ay ra, con ai khac song
trong can nha do u?

“Anh Kusanagi, liéu d6 cé phai ch'ong tdi khong? Cé khi nao anh Ay bi
nhdt va bit miéng khong? Thé nén nhan ldc ddm nguoi kia ra ngoai, anh 8y
m&i ving vay cau ciru.”

Giong Yayoi kich dong. C6 c6 vé hoii ma't binh tinh. Nhung chéng co
can ctr nao d€ quy chup loi ndi cia ¢ 1a do twdng.

“T6i hieu roi. Co doii toi mot 1at nhé!”

Kusanagi lai xudng xe, [an nay anh di by vé phia nha Takano. Hang rao
cli bao quanh cidn nha dé. Vi th& du ¢6 rwdn chan 1én ciling khéng tham do
dong tinh bén trong dwore. Anh diéu hoa hoi thé, sip x&p lai mach suy nghi
trong d4u cho &n thda, roi dimg trwde cdng. O d6 18p mot cdi chudng cira
bang nhyra. Anh 4n chudng.

Sau vai chuc gidy, ctra tregt & sanh mé ra. C6 vé cwra lap bi 1&€ch, canh
ctra rung 1€n lach ca lach cach. M6t ngwoi dan 6ng 16 mat ra tir phia sau

canh ctra. B6 1a ngwoi dan ong tré hon,

“Xin 18i vi lam phién dém hom thé& nay.” Kusanagi td vé diém tinh,
buwde vao trong. “To6i ¢6 chuyén mu6n xac nhan.”

“Chuyén gi vay?” Ngudi dan dng nhiu may. Grong mit hin cé vé cing
thang.

Khi Kusanagi gio’ phit hiéu canh sat ra, hin bdng sa s$Am mat miii.

“Chtng t6i nhin dwoc tin bdo tir hang xém cua anh, rang ¢6 nguoi gay
r01 trong can nha nay.”

“QO’ day khong c6 ai gy r6i ca.”



AZ N

“Th&¢ a? Nhung ho néi da nghe tha’y ti€ng am 1.” Cau ndi cua Kusanagi
khi&n biéu cam cua han thay doi r6 rét. Mat han cat khong con giot mau.

“Chéc c6 nham 1an gi d6. Xin anh dirng néi linh tinh.

“Trudc mét, anh d€ toi vio trong xem dwoc khong?”

“Sao toi phai 1am th&?” Hén c4u kinh néi.

“T6i chi xem xét mot chiit. S€ xong ngay thdi.”

“To61 khong dong y.”

Khi d6, anh nghe ti€ng néi vong ra tr bén trong “Ciing dwoc chir sao.”
Nguwoi dan 6ng mic 4o polo tring budc ra tir sau lung ngudi dan ong tré.
Hin cuoi don da véi Kusanagi.

“Cho anh ta vao xem la dwgc chir gi? Quy€t dinh thé cho nhanh.”

Nguwoi dan dng tré gat dau mot cach rut reé. Hin khong ddp lai.

“T6i xin phép.” Kusanagi budc vao.

Chd céi giay d€ ngdn ngang du loai gidy dép. RO rang 13 ¢6 hon bon
do6i. Nhwng Kusanagi khong ma’y ban tam dieém dé. Gia st ho ¢6 nhot ai thi
cling khong dai gi d€ giay dép cia ngwoi d6 & day.

Nhin tong quan, can nha dang nha 6ng. Bwdc vao nha la thd'y ngay cau
thang thang tred'c mit, bén canh cu thang c6 mot hanh lang din vao bén
trong. Kusanagi bwd'c vao hanh lang.

Phia bén phai hanh lang hinh nhw tréng ra manh vwon, nhwng céi ctra
chép & d6 gio dang déng chit. Mit trong ctra chép 14p bon 6 kinh. Chot
khoéa dang hinh try, cai vao phan chong 1&€n nhau cta hai 6 kinh. Cé ca thay

bdn 6 kinh, nén c6 hai khéa. Nhung mdt trong sd chiing khong khéa, chéc
do khoéa hong.



Bén trdi hanh lang 1a hai phong ki€u Nhat ndi 1i€n nhau. Hai ngwoi phu
ntt dang ng'6i trong d6. Ngwoi phu nir dirng tudi chdng mot khuyu tay 1én
c4i ban thap, phi pheo hiit thudc. Ngwdi phu nit tré hon ngdi bé gdi, mét
dan vao cai ti vi mwoi bon inch cii. Ca hai ngwdc nhin Kusanagi nhw thé
dang nhin mot ké di gido ta dao.

“Gi vay, nguoi nay la ai?” Ngwoi phu nir dieng tudi hoi.

“Canh st day.” Nguoi dan dng mic 4o polo trang ddp. “Hinh nhw hang
x6m béo gi d6.”

“Hw.” ¢b ta nhin vao mit Kusanagi trong mot chdc, roi 1ap tirc chuyén
hwong veE cdi ti vi. Khi d6, Kusanagi phat hién trén c0 tay cd ta quan mot
chudi trang hat. Nghi dén viéc ¢d ta 1a ngweoi sing dao, anh c¢6 doi chit kinh
ngac.

Kusanagi ngd nghiéng bén trong can phong. Birc twong trdéc son va tim
chi€u phai mau cho biét tudi doi ctia cdn nha nay. Chi€c ti dyng chén bat
thAm th&p xem ra ciing da kh4 cii k. Bén canh t, hai binh hoa nim l4n 16c.
Cai khung I'dng birc thw phap dit chdng cho trén mat chi€u. Tw vét bui
bam trén ndéc td, khong khé d€ doan ra chiing tirng dwoc dat & d6. Kusanagi
toan hoi ho sao khong cdt ching vé ding chd, nhung roi lai im ling. Béi
anh ching c6 1y do gi d&hdi dieu dé.

Trong can phong ki€u Nhat k& bén ké cdi td cii va ban tho. TA'm chi€u
ban phu day bui bam. La mdt diéu la trong nay khong cé deén. Bén huynh
quang dang nh¢€ phai treo trén tran nha da bi do’ xudng, dat & géc phong.
“Sao anh khong 14p béng den?” Kusanagi hoi.

“A. T6i ciing dang tinh 18p, nhung dén hong mat réi.” Ngwdi dan ong
miic 4o polo tring noéi.

Trong phong nay cé mot ctra s6 nho. Trén d6 treo tAm rém mau nau.
Han Yayoi nghe thay ti€ng ddng khi dirng & phia bén kia 6 ctra s nay.



Sau d6 Kusanagi nhom vao bép, con Ién ca tang hai. Trén day cling c6
hai phong. Phong nao ciing d€ chan dém bwra bai.

“Anh hai long chwa? Ch.’fmg c6 van dé gi ding khdong?” Ngwoi dan 6ng
mic 4o polo tring néi sau khi xudng cau thang.

“C6 vé th&. Nhung tam thoi cho t6i s& dién thoai ¢6” dinh & day dwoc
khong? Va néu dwore thi ca tén cia moi ngwoi nira.”

“Tén thi thoi chir. Ching t6i c6 lam viéc gi xau dau.” Nguwoi dan ong
cwoi nhe nhon.

“Vay thi chi ¢an tén cht hd thdi. Cha ho trwée ddy la ba Takano Hide
nhi. Con bay gior 1 ai?”

“La t6i.” Ngwoi dan 6ng tré & bén canh ndi xen vao. Kusanagi 18y quyén
sO tay ra, hoi tén han. Han xung tén la Takano Masaki. Xem ra han ding la
chdu cua ba Hide.

“Nhirng nguroi kia ¢6 quan hé thé nao v&i anh?”

“Vo t6i va... vor chdng ngwoi ban.”

“Ban a?” Kusanagi héi lai. “Anh s6ng cung ban v?”

“Chung t6i chi dn nho' & ddu mot thoi gian ngan thoéi.” Ngwoi dan 6ng
mdc 4o polo trdng ndi.

“Mot thoi gian ngén” ma dai ding ding nhi, Kusanagi dinh mia mai
nhung roi lai thoi.



4.

T61 hom sau, Kusanagi va Yayoi lai dd xe vao cting chd hom qua. Nhung
hém nay ho 14di chi€c khiac. La chi€c Skyline mau den yé€u thich cua
Kusanagi.

P6ng h'6 taplo tw dong cho biét lic bay gior 1a 7:50 t6i. Ngoi trén ghé’
phu, Yayoi cang thang nud't nwdc bot.

“C6 chuan bi xong chwa?” Kusanagi hdi. Nhung that ra diéu anh mudn
hoi 1a ¢d da chuan bi tinh thdn chwa.

“T61 xong ro1.” Co dap, giong hot khan.

Chuyén hai ngwoi dinh lam sau diy hoan toan vwot qua tham quyén
diéu tra. Rai bi bit gip, ho s& khong th& nao thodi thic dwoc. L& ngd ¢
khi con dinh t&i canh sat nira. Nhung thwe chat, cheatng cO cich nao khac
ngoai cdch nay. O thdi di€m hién tai, canh sit khé ma can thiép Va lai,
Kusanagi cting c6 suy tinh riéng. Gia st ddm ngudi kia 6 bit dwoe qua
tang di chang ntra cling chang dai gi bdo canh sit ci. Anh tin chic diéu do
khi bwd'c chan vao cidn nha &y tdi qua. Ki€u gi thi ki€u, ddm nguwoi ay hin
dang gid'u gi€m bi mat nao do.

“A, horardi kia.” Yayoi ha giong noi.

Bon ngwoi d6 da ra khéi nha. Quan do trén nguoi ho gidng hét hom
qua. Ho ciing di v€ hwdng hom qua da di. Nhung t67 nay Kusanagi khong
hoi dau bam theo ho. Anh nip ngwoi vao gh€ 14i, cho' d&€n khi bong bon
ngwoi xa dan, khong l1au sau ré vao géc phd va mat hiit.

Tha'y d6ng h'6 chi ding tdm gio’, anh m& ctra xe. “Nao, di th6i! Nhanh

[én.

Yayoi cing mau le xudng xe.



Hai ngwoi di nhe chay vé phia nha Takano. Sau khi xdc nhin xung
quanh khong c6 ai dom ngd, ho bang qua canh cong.

Kusanagi vong ra vudn. Cdi cta chép déng im lim ching khac gi hom
qua. Anh 101 tua vit det trong tdi ra.

“Dung tht d6 c6 mé duwoc cira khong a?” Yayoi lo 1ing hai.

“Chac, xem thé nao da.”

Anh ng6i thup xudng bén canh ctra chdp, nhét dau tua vit vao khoang
hé bén dwdi cra. R6i ding tua vit lam don bay, nay canh ctra ra. Chi voi

thao tdc don gidn, cdnh ctra cii da bung ra dé dang.

Hom qua Kusanagi thdy mdt 6 ctra kinh khong khéa. Thé nén anh md&i
trot lot dot nhap vao trong nha.

“Ngo6i nha cii qua!” Vao nha sau anh, Yayoi néi.

“Piing vay. A, ¢b chi y dirng cham vao d6 dac trong nha nhé!”

(‘Véng .,,

Kusanagi thin trong m¢ ctra trwgt trong phong ki€u Nhét. Cén phong
hai ngw¢i phu nit kia ng'di van bwra bon chang khdc gi hdm qua. Tdi khoai
tay chi€n d€ trén ban tha’p ciing chang buon kep lai.

“Khong c¢6 ai & nha ca.” Yayoi nhom sang can phong k& bén r'oi ndi.

“Hinh nhw vay.”

“Nhung 1o rang to1 nghe thy ti€ng dong ma.” co nghiéng dau. “La that
day...”

Kusanagi thtt m@ cai td twong ra xem. Nhung bén trong chi c¢6 thing
carton cu nat.



“Thé& 12 sao nhi?” Yayoi dit tay 1én tran. “Chang 1& t6i nhdm? Khong,
nha't dinh khong c6 chuyén do.”

“Tam thoi ci roi khoi ddy da nhé! Xem ra chdong c¢6 khéng bi nhét &
day.”

“Anh néi ding. Toi xin 16i. Anh vi t6i ma lam d&n nwdc nay.”
“Co dwng ban tim.” Kusanagi n6i roi vo nhe vao lung Yayoi.
Ngay sau do...

Kusanagi thodng nghe tha’y ti€ng cot ket nhwr gd kéu. Anh chwa kip nhan
ra d6 la gi, can phong da dot ngdt rung chuyen dir doi.

b6 dac bat 1én nhirng ti€ng lach cach. Anh nghe ca ti€ng bat dia va nhau
lodng xoadng trong td dung chén bat. Trong cdn phong k& bén, cdi ban tho
nghiéng nga. Ctta m¢& toang hodc, d6 trang tri bén trong lan 16ng 16¢c. PBen
14c I manh, khién cdi béng ctia anh chao dao.

Yayoi hét toang 1€n, bam chat vao Kusanagi. Anh vira 6m chét ¢ trong
tay, vira nhin moi thr xung quanh. Anh néi khéng ra hoi, chi dirng ngan

nguwoi ra do.

Binh hoa trén chi€u do lan 16c. Khoai tay chién vang ra khéi tdi, voeong
vii khdp mit ban. Mot cdi gi d6 dd roi & dau do.

Chuyén gi thé" nay.

Kusanagi nhan ra ngwoi minh dang run cam cép.



S.

Nghe xong ciu chuyén, Yukawa van khoanh tay tredc nguc, chang noi
chang ring mot liic 1au. Pdi mét phia sau cip kinh dong day su khé chju va
nghi hodc. Chan phai anh kh€ dung dwa, mat miii nhan nho.

Kusanagi cting doan dworc ciu ta dang buc boi. No6i gi thi n6i, cau ta ghét
cay ghét ding may chuyén ki€u nay. Nhung sy that nhw thé thi anh biét
lam sao.

“T6i dén chiu v&i cdu.” Yukawa cufi cung cling cat loi. “Thiét tinh,
dam ba cdi chuyén am mudi ma hét Ian nay t¢i Ian khac dem toi day. Lan
trede 1a chuyén ma quy. Trwde ntra 1a chuyén h'on lia khéi xac, r'oi gidc
mo’ tién tri...”

“Chuyén Chzatng dang dwng ma. Pac tht nghé nghiép khié€n toi ¢6 cor hoi
gap nhirng chuyén ky quic nhiéu hon ngeoi thwong.”

“Nhwng c6 phai tay canh sat nao cling gap may chuyén ky bi nhw ciu
dau. Thé& Tan nay la Poltergeist* a?”

“Lam nhw t61 muén gap y.”
Yukawa van ng'0i yén trén gh€’, dang hai tay ra nhu m¢i anh néi tiép.

“Poltergeist la twr ti€ng Pirc mang nghia 1a hon ma 6n ao. Ngwoi ta noi
d6 dac trong nha ty dich chuyeén, roi can nha rung chuyén 1a do h'on ma
g4y nao loan, nhung t61 tha’y cdu con om som hon the.”

Kusanagi chong hai tay xudng ban, ra strc giai thich. “T6i biét 1a tdi n6i
nhi€u ro1, nheng do nha't dinh la hién twong ky bi. Sau sy viéc, to1 da diéu
tra tht, nhwng chang ¢ ghi chép nao nhic d&n trin dong dat xdy ra tai do,
vao hom d6 ca. Toi khong nhdm 14n ma cling khong gdp 4o gidc. Gi thi gi,
con ¢6 mot nhan chirng nira 1a Kanzaki Yayoi.”



Yukawa chadm rdi ding diy, gio ban tay chidn tred'c mat Kusanagi.
“Chang ¢6 ai ty nhAn minh nhAm 14n hay giip 4o gidc ca. Con chuyén khong
phai dong da't thi cau khdng néi ti cling bi€t.”

“Vay 12 cdu cong nhan ding khong? Ring d6 14 h'on ma quiy nhiéu.”

“T6i thi hi€u 1a da xay ra mot chuyén gan gidng hién twgng ngwoi ta goi
la h'6n ma quéd’y nhiéu.”

“Cau suy luan thé nao vé ban cha't cua hién twong d6?”

“Van dé & d6 day, nhung toi cho rang ¢ mdt vi€c quan trong hon nhiéu
so v&i manh khée cia hién twong 8y.”

“D6 1a gi vay?”

“Cau khong nghi 1a hién twong ky bi 4y da xay ra tw tredrc d6 ra't 1au a?
Y toi 1a tir h'6i ba cu s6ng mot minh.”

“T6i khong chic nira. N&u the thi chaalng phai ba cu sé tim sy v&i ai do6
sao? Nhung Yayoi bao cd ta chwa mdt [an nghe chong k& chuyén do.”

“Thé& a? Nghia 1a hién twgng chwa tirng xay ra tred'e dé6 ma bay gio lai
xdy ra. Tai sao lai th&? D6 la van dé thir nha't. Van dé thir hai 1a tai sao
bdn ngwoi d6 khdng c6 dong thai gi d€ gidi quy€t chuyén nay. Theo nhirng
gi cdu k€, thi ro6 rang ddm ngwoi d6 bi€t vé hién twong ky bi nay. Theo 1€
thwong, ho phai c6 bién phdp nao d6 d€ xwr Iy chir. Nhw 1a nho' chuyén gia
dréu tra cheamg han. Ho khong lam thé bdi ho bi€t nguyén nhan. Va lai ho
khong mudn bi di€u tra nguyén nhéan.”

“Bié€t nguyén nhan w? Khong, nhwng ma,” Kusanagi khoanh tay tredc
ngwc, nhin 1én khéng trung, “mdt ngwoi phu nir quan trang hat & cd tay
da’y. Toi khong nghi sé cé lovi giai thich khoa hoc cho hién twong d6.”

“Toi khong néi vy nhé. N&u quan trang hat & ¢0 tay thi ¢6 1€ ho van
cho rang d6 1a chiéu tro cia ma quy. D6 1a cau tra 1o theo céach riéng cua



bon ho. C6 mot di€m tdi khong hi€u, 1a sao ho cir bam tru can nha dé mai
th&"” Yukawa gai dau trong lic budc lai gan cira sO, r'oi doi mat nhin ra bén
ngoai. Pon 18y dnh nang mat tro’i, cdp kinh anh deo sang bwng 1én.

“Céu ¢6 gl mudn no1 a?”’

Nghe Kusanagi héi vay, Yukawa quay dau lai. “Cau bdo vu nay cho cap
trén chwa?”

“Béo cdo ha? Chwa dau. Pang lic ranh r6i khong phai diéu tra gi lai tw §
lam viéc nay, 10 ra d€ bi quat cho mdt tran a?”

“Vay tam thoi cir bdo cdo trén tinh thdn bi qué trach di! Tinh hinh ¢6 vé
nghiém trong hon cdu nghi ddy.”

6

Tiéu cy cua 6ng nhom chia vao tién sanh nha Takano. Ping lic hai
ngwoi dan Ong bwdc ra ngoai. Bay gio’ 1a hai gio ba mwoi phit chiéu. Tw
gior d&n ldc xay ra hién twgng h'on ma qua’y nhi€u van con so'm chan.

“C6 vé cd da can cau.” Ngoi trén ghé’14i, Makita ndi.

“Can la céi chdc. Gi thi gi, bi€t bao ngay mon mdi trong ngdng, nam gai
n&€m mat trong cin nha ma qudi d6 ma.” Kusanagi vira doi theo béng hai
ngwoi dan 6ng qua 6ng nhom, vira dap.

Pam dan 6ng roi nha b&i nhan dwoe dién thoai cia quy tin dung dia
phrong. Cudc goi ¢6 ndi dung mudn trao doi veé sd tién ti€t ki€m cua ba
Takano Hide, va yéu cau nguoi duwoc dy quyén ¢6 mat. Viéc quy tin dung
goi dén la sy that, nhung do canh sat ¢6 101 nho va. K& hoach cta ho 1a gik
chan may ngwoi phu nit trong nha.

Tinh d&n hém qua, cong tidc di€u tra da lam siang td vai chuyén vé
Takano Masaki. Masaki 1a ho hang duy nha't cia ba Hide, nhung bao nhiéu
nam troii khong lién lac qua lai. Theo nhw ho tim hi€u thi mdt nam tredc



hin nghi viéc & cong ty, roi sa chan vao trd bai bac, nén dang 6m mot
khodn ng 1én. Masaki dit dfu vor @&n nha ba Hide c6 vé 1a do nhom ngo
khodn tién tiét kiém cta ba. Hin ciing réu rao chuyén c6 ba bic duworc thira
ké& gia san k&ch xu ctia chdng v&i nhi€u nguoi.

Lai lich cdp vo chong con lai thi canh sat bon anh chwa nam dwoec.
Nhwng chac chan ho 1a ddm rudi nhang bu vao de xau xé tai san cua ba
Hide.

“Nao, xul't phat thoi!” Kusanagi goi Yukawa ng'61 bén canh.

Yukawa nhin d6ng h'6 deo tay d€ ki€m tra gio’ gid’c. “Chuyén d6 da trao
doi xong xudi roi chir?”

“Phia nha mdy chtr gi? Yén tim. Ho da nhan 1o gidp ching ta.”

“Quan trong hon, ching ta sdp dit nhw th&” that 2?” Makita quay dau lai

hoi. “Nho tha't bai thi kém cdi qua.”
“That bai thi lic d6 tinh.” Yukawa than nhién néi. “Canh sat cac cau thi
thodng chiu b& mit cling dwoc chir sao.”

Makita cwoi kho s¢&, nhin Kusanagi. Kusanagi gat dau mdt cai r'oi giuc
hai ngwoi ho: “Pi thoi!”

Tw gia nha Takano vin ling ngit nhw t&. Kusanagi 4n chudng cong
giong hom trwedc. Cra tregt & sanh mo hé ra. Ti€ng lach ca lach cach
chang thay doi.

Nguwoi phu ntr tré 16 mat ra. Kusanagi bi€t cd ta la v ctia Takano
Masaki, tén Rie.

Rie ¢6 vé van nhd mit anh. C6 ta gong cing ngwoi 1én véi grong milt
so s€t. “Co chuyén gi vay?”



“That ra c6 chuyén nay t6i mudn x4c nhén lai, xin hay cho t6i vao trong
nha xem xét [an ntra.” Kusanagi cd ndi giong ni€m nd'.

“Anh dinh diéu tra gi vay? O day chang c6 gi dau.”

“Vay m&i n6i,” Kusanagi nhéch mép cwoi. “To6i mudn dam bao la
khong c¢6 chuyén gi. Puoc thé thi tir nay vé sau du hang xém cé bao diéu
gi V€ gia dinh cd, t6i c6 the' bao voi ho 1a chang c6 van dé gi ¢ day hét.”

“Ho hay bao dén thé cor a?”

“Ciing khong phai thwong xuyén, nhung viéc ho doan gia doan non du
di€u la sy that. Pai loai nhr nghe thdy ti€ng dong la nay...”

DPing lic d6, nguwoi phu nie dieng tudi tor bén trong di ra. C6 ta nhin
chong choc gwrong médt cua Kusanagi va Yukawa.

“Cé6 chuyén gi vay?”

“A, miy vi ndy bdo mudn vao xem xét fan nira.”

“Hw, dai nhw dia dé6i. Ai bdo tin vay? Ba thim nha bén a?”
“O ' thi, nhiéu ngudi bao 14m.” Kusanagi 1P li€m.

“L&m ngwoi ranh that. Thoi dwoce roi, téi cho anh vao di viy. Nhung day
la Tan cudi cung daYy.”

Kusanagi vira cti dau céo 10i, vira ¢d1 gidy ra. Anh nhin dong h'6 deo
tay. Lic d6 1a hai gio b6n mwoi lam phdt chiéu.

Gidng hdm triedre, anh bang qua hanh lang, di vao can phong trong cling.
Bén trong van ban thiu y nguyén. Vo hop d6 dn 1ién rdng d€ chong chor.

Yukawa thich thd nhin cdt nha va birc twong. Kusanagi ghé tai anh thi
tham. “Cau nghi sao?”



“Hay 1&m!” Nha vat ly ddp. “Pung nhw t6i dy doan. C4c diéu kién tring
khép. T mc d6 hw hai cta vat liéu xay dung, d&€n k&t cdu can nha, td't ca
déu ly twdng”

Qua nhién anh khdng néi ra miéng cum twr “d€ hién twong ky bi xay ra.”

Kusanagi lai nhin dong h'6. Pa qua hai gio’ nam muwoi phit mot chut.

“Thé& nao r'di, anh canh sat? Khong cé gi la phai khong?” Ngwoi phu nir
ding tuoi ding & hanh lang, khoanh tay tredc nguwce néi. Ping 1a trén co

tay c0 ta quan trang hat.

“C6 vé th&. Nhung can tac vd dy ndy, hdy de ching t6i xem xét thém
chit nwra.”

“Cac anh lam th€¢ nay khic nao xam pham quyén riéng tw.”

Khong d&€m xia dén 1o ¢6 ta néi, Kusanagi gia vor ki€m tra bén trong ti
trong.

“Pei di, anh dang 1am gi vay?” Giong c6 ta sic 1ém.

Yukawa dirng & cudi hanh lang, trén tay ¢Am tdi nylon mau tring: “T6i
tim thdy tht nay bén canh td lanh.” Yukawa thong tha néi. “Cé I€ la xi
mang gia dung.”

“Xi mang v?” Kusanagi nhin ngwoi phu nir. “Co dung 1am gi thé?”

“T6i chju. Chic may dng chdng ding d€ stra sang chd nao da’y thoi. The
da @d chwa? Anh vira 1ong r'oi chx? Mau roi khéi day di!”

Trong ti€ng nat nd ciia ngwoi phu nir, Kusanagi lai nhin dong h'6 Tan
ntra. Ba gio’ chiéu roi. Dot nhién r6 1én ti€ng gob cot ket. Tiép d6 tA'm chiéu

14¢ 1w, r'6i ban tho rung 1€n lach cach.

Takano Rie hét 1én. Nguwdi phu nit dirng tudi tron trirng mét sor hai.



“Pén lic roi.” Kusanagi nhay mat ra hiéu voi Makita.

Makita ding chan tredc mdt hai ngeoi phu nte d6. “O’ ddy nguy hiém
lam, cac chi ra ngoai di!” Anh vira néi vira day hai ngwoi d6 vé phia sanh.

Yukawa ding tredc ban tho, nhin ngé xung quanh. D6 dac rung chuyén
khong ngrng, birc tweong bong tréc ta toi.

“Ghé that! DAy chinh la h'on ma qud’y nhiéu a?” Giong anh phan khich.
“T6i ngac nhién da’y. Tinh huéng nay c¢6 phai cir mu6n la tao ra dwgre dau.”

“Gio khong phai lic vui ming ddu.” Kusanagi gao 1én.

“Cau ndi ding.”

Yukawa 18y ra mdt cai méc tw trong ao jacket, roi choc ddu méc vao
tdm chi€u & dwdi chan. Khi kéo méc 1én thi mép chi€u cling bi nha’c 1én
theo. Kusanagi v6i vang t&i gidp stre, 16t chi€u ra. T&m 14t san mau den 16

ra tred’c mat.

Kusanagi thao t&m lat san. M6t tang bé tong r6 rang moi dong cirng gan
day hién ra ngay dwdi do.



7.

Tai phong tham van, Takano Masaki khai nhw sau.

“Lic dau moén ng chi xaPp xi ba triéu yén thoi. Chaalng ro t lic nao 1ai
me dé 1ai con, doi 1én dé€n gan hai mwoi triéu. That da’y, d&€n nwde nay toi
con ndi doi lam gi. Pang chflng biét bau viu vao dau d€ trd no thi tdi bdng
nghi d&n bac Takano. Bdc gdi thira k& gia sdn ctia béc trai, nén chic chén ¢
khd1 tién twoi thoc that, to6i nghe 6ng chu da ma't néi vay. The 1a tdi danh
1i€u dén do, biét dau lai dwgrc cru mang. Gap roi bac bao néu khong cé noi
in chdn &, thi ¢t & day lau lau cling dwoc. Nho' the toi bat dAu sdng cling
bac. Chwa dwge bao 1au thi Kondo mo t&i. Hin 1a k& doi no thué. Hén néi
s€ khong budng tha cho dén khi tdi tra hét n¢, lai con 16i thém cd phu n
dén sdng cung. T6i bao voi bac d6 1a vor chdong ngwoi ban. Thé” ma bac
Chealng 187y lam kho chiu, con bao lic kho khin hoan nan phai twong tror 1an
nhau, chang biét c6 phai do bac ¢6 quanh ba’y lau nay khong nira. Lira gat
ba bac tir t& nhw vay t6i cling khd tdm 18m cht. Nhwng bing moi gid, t6i
phai biét dwoc chd béac gidu tién. Tai vi bdc bdo khong tin twdng ngin
hang, d6ng tién phai di 1ién khic rudét ma. Bi€t dwoec chuyén d6, thwa lic
bac khong d€ y, Kondo di lyc tung san nha 1én, con dom ngé ding sau mdi
nha ntra. Nhung chéng tha’y tam hoi tién dau ca. Cudi cung ngay do cling
dén.”

Hom d6, Kondo say khwot. Hén buc bdi vi maii khong tim thdy tién.
Bao 1au nay hén ludn td v& hién lanh tredc mit ba Hide, nhung gio phuit
ndy di bdc 16 ban chat that. Hin tém cd 4o ba Hide, thd bao tra hdi chd
gidu tién. Hin bdo chiau mu khong trd dwoc no, mu trd thay 13 dwong
nhién.

Trai tim ba Hide von y&u dudi. Cud sdc khi bj dira chau phan bdi, va ndi
so’ hai trede sy trdo tré ciia Kondo khi€n bénh tinh phat tac, va ba ci thé
lia tran. Masaki khai sy viéc dién bién qud nhanh, “Tdi con twéng bdc dong
kich.” Kondo ciing v vao ma ba mot lic 1au d€ xdc nhan thyc hu.



Nhung di€u ho thwe sy ngac nhién la khoanh khéc ti€p theo. MOt ngwoi
dan Ong la mit dot nhién xua't hién trong vweon. Anh ta mic bé com-1é€ mau
Xam.

Nguwoi d6 chi tay vao mat ddm nguwoi Masaki roi néi: “T6i da ching
ki€n tir dau dén cudi, hanh vi cda cac ngwoi chinh 1a giét ngwoi. T6i s€ bao
canh sat, d€ cac ngwoi chiu hinh phat thich dang.”

Puwong nhién, ngwoi dan 6ng mac com-1€ 1a Kanzaki Toshiyuki.

Bi Kanzaki nang loi trach méc, Kondo noi khung 1én. Thay Kanzaki
toan di bdo canh sat, hin tir dﬁng sau lao vao tdn cong anh ta, roi bép co.
Hin biét vo judo, trinh dd nhi ding. “Trong nhay mét di c6 hai thi thé, toi
khong bi€t phai lam sao ntra.” Takano Masaki néi. C6 1€ d6 la cam xtc that
cua anh ta.

Bon ho quyét dinh chuyén ba Hide t&i bénh vién. Nhwng v&i thi the€ cia
Kanzaki thi khong thé lam th&". B&i né€u di€u tra canh sat sé phat hién do la
an mang. Th& 1a bon ho gidu thi th€ bén dwdi san nha cfia can phong ki€u
Nhat. Sau khi dao hd’, chon thi the’ vao d6 thi do bé tong 1€n. Con 0 t6 cua
Kanzaki, sau khi x6a ma khung, Kondo da dem né dén mot noi ti€u hiy xe
noi ti€ng d€ vt bd.

Viéc con lai 12 tim ra chd tai san ba Hide ¢4t gid'u. Nhung bon ho khong
tai nao tim dworc.



8.

“Du cAu c6 ndi gi di chiing nia, tdi van tin vu nay do stec manh ctia h'on ma
gay ra. Oan niém cua Kanzaki Toshiyuki khi bi chon vui trong da't lanh da
gdy ra hién twgng d6.” Vwa dwa cdc st 1én miéng, Kusanagi vira néi. Bén
trong cdc 1a thir ca phé hoa tan loang toet noi ti€ng clia phong nghién ciru
s& muwoi ba nay.

“Cau nght thé nao 1a ty do cd nhan. T61 khong dinh ép budc. Ve phian
minh, t6i chi c¢6 th€ néi d6 1a tro nghich ngom cua hién twgng cong
hwdng.” Gigng Yukawa lanh tanh. D61 phwong cang phan khich, anh lai
cang ding dwng, d6 1a dic treng cia ngwoi dan Ong nay tw thoi tré.

Sau khi nghe chuyén h'on ma qui’y nhi€u, Yukawa dén toa thi chinh
tredre tién, diéu tra dia tAng xung quanh nha Takano. K&t qua la anh phat
hién phia dwdi cidn nha d6 ¢6 mot 16 cong cii. Anh qua quyét d6 1a nguyén
nhan giy ra hién twong h'6n ma qua’y nhiéu.

“MOi vat th€ déu c6 tin s dao dong riéng. Khi bi mot ngoai lyc ¢6 cling
fan s6 tdc dong 1én, vat th€ s€ dao dong manh. Pé 1a hién twong cdng
hwdng. Do mdt nguyén nhin ndo d6, mdi treong xung quanh 10 cdng nay
thay doi, gay ra cong huwdng.”

Yukawa suy luan rﬁng mot ngoai lyc nao do6 tic dong vao mdt da't chinh
la nguyén nhan. Vi dy nhw dao h&', anh néi.

Nhic d&n diao ho dudi dat, 1ap tic s& khoanh viing dwoe muc dich.
Kusanagi c6 dw cam chang lanh. K&t qua la dy cam cuda anh tring phdc.

Ho di€u tra thém thi bi€t dwgc nha mdy san xud't linh ki€n & gan nha
Takano st dung dwong 6ng thodt nwedc thdi ndi vdi 16 cdng cii d6. Péu din
tdim gio’ t01 mdi ngay, nwdc néng da qua x& 1y dwoe xa ra tr nha may.
Nudc nay tao ra dong khi bén trong dng thodt nwdc thai, khién cho 16 cdng
& bén dudi nha Takano rung chuyén.



Ngay phat hién ra thi th€, ho da nho’ nha mdy xa thai lic ba gio’ chiéu.
“Thoi, t6i di day!” Kusanagi dit cdc sit xudng, dirng day.
“Gio di gdp c0 ta a?” Yukawa hoi.

“Piing vay.” Kusanagi d4p. Cd ta & ddy 12 Kanzaki Yayoi. “Ban t&i mit
t01 mii, nén chwa giai thich ngon nganh cho ¢6 ta dworc.”

Anh ghét nhiém vu nay vo cting. Nhung anh van phdi lam.
P¢i dén khi tinh hinh dju di, anh s€ ti€t 10 chuyén gia san cta ba Hide.

Kanzaki Toshiyuki bi chén v&i bd com-1€ trén ngwoti, tw trang van con
nguyén trong tdi 40. Nhwng tién mat va thé tin dung da bi 18y ma't. Chuyén
mua sim bat mang bang thé tin dung ctia anh ta ciing nim trong tinh todn
ctia ddm hung thu dé.

Tuy nhién bon ho da bd sét thir quan trong nhat, 1a tim thé nhét trong
tdi dyng bang l4i xe.

That ra d6 1a khoéa thé tir cta két sit ngin hang. V3 lai khong phai
Kanzaki, ma chinh ba Takano Hide da ky hgp d6ng thué két. Nhung t€n
cta Kanzaki Toshiyuki dwgrc dang ky lam ngwoi dwoe Gy quyén.

Khi diéu tra, canh sat phat hién bén trong két, ngoai so ti€t ki€ém, con c6
trai phi€u, do trang sirc, chirng nhan quyén s& htru da't dai, cing véi mot
phong thuw.

Phong thw d6 1a di chic. Trong d6 ghi rd ba Takano d€ lai toan bd tai san
ctia minh cho Kanzaki.

“Cau dinh néi v&i ¢ ta ring h'on ma qua’y nhiéu kia 1a chiéu tro cia ma
quy a?” Yukawa hdi.



Pang di vé phia ctra, Kusanagi quay dau lai. “Pwong nhién roi. B
khong dworc sao?”

“To6i khong c6 y d6.” Nha vat 1y 1ic dau. “Thé& nhé!”
Kusanagi m¢ ctra.

“G1 thé?”

Sau mdt thoang do du, Yukawa néi. “Manh mé Ién nhé!”

Kusanagi gio’ mot tay 1én, ra khoi phong.



Chuwong 4
SIET CO



1.

May ti€n dang phat ra am thanh re ré. Lic d&€n xwdng, Takako trong thay
tAm lwng cia Sakai Yoshiyuki dirng quay mét vé phia cdi may. Dong chi
Yajima mau xanh tim than in phia sau bd quan 4o bao ho mau be. Chi nghe
chdng minh, Tadaki k€, ho dang ché”tao truc ctia dong co’ d€ giao cho cong
ty san xud't xe 0 t6. Nhwng cu thé’1a ddng co gi thi chi khdng ro.

Trong mot géc nha xwdng, ch'dong chi cing hai nhan vién ntra dang ki€m
tra linh kién truedrc khi giao cho khach. P6i tay xé gang ce dong cham chap.
Mat may anh 1 rii héo hon. Nhung Takako bi€t 1y do khdng phai vi linh
kién kém cha't lwong.

“Tra pha xong roi a.” Takako cat ti€ng goi chdng va ma’y nhan vién.

Tadaki kh€ gio’ mot tay 1€n, r'oi nhin dong h'd treo trén twong. Kim dong
h'6 chi gan ba gio mwoi 1am phit chiéu.
“Chu Yoshi o1, nghi giai lao da!” Anh goi Sakai dang van hanh may tién.

Sakai gt d4u, tit ngudn dién. Pong co’ dang kéu rén i tirc thi gidm d4an
toc do.

“Gi th& nay, khong c6 mén nao twom ta't hon a?” Rira chan tay sach sé
xong, vira ng'di xudng ban nghi Tadaki da cau nhau. Trong chi€c khay dat
trén ban bay nim cdi banh monaka %/, “Monaka thira tr hom qua phai
khong?”

Ch'dng néi diing nén Takako chi biét im lang cwoi tru.

“Ciing dwoc chit sao. T6i khodi monaka 1dm.” Suzuki Kazuo vi tay 18y
banh truede tién.



“An trong gi¢ nghi thi @ ngot 1a nhat r'oi.” Tanaka Jiro néi. Nhung
khong dong vao banh.

Sakai khong néi nang gi, chi nham nhi tra Takako pha.

“Cht Yoshi nay, trong ngay hdm nay phai giao cudn day dé nhi?” Tadaki
héi Sakai.

“Vang, lat ntra t6i di giao.”

“Trdm sy nho chid. Ma chid chuyén 161 gidp 1a n€u ho thanh todn chd
tién hang d6 som cho dwore thi t6t qua.”

“Toi s€ Ira 10 n6i vai ho.” Sakai néi trong khi mét van nhin chdm chdm
vao tach tra.

Tadaki khé gat dau, réi ndi vu vor. “Sau day toi cling ra ngoai mot chut.”

“Anh dinh di dau?” Takako hoi.

“bi thu tién.”

“Thu tién w? Con chd nao chwa thanh todn a?”

“Khong phai tién hang dau.” Tadaki v&i 18y banh monaka, bé lam doi,
roi tdng chd nhin diu dd trao ra ngoai vao miéng. “La khodn tién t6i cho
vay tir ngay xwa. C6 vé ho s€ tra lai.”

“Em chwa nghe anh k& chuyén nay bao gio’ nhi.”

“Chuyén trr h'6i con lam dn khd'm kha ma. Du gi d6 ciing 1a con trai cla
ngwoi téi mang on, nén bao lau nay toi chwa tng hdi thic. C6 vé gio

ngwoi do sy nghi€p vieng vang r'oi, nén danh ti€ng mudn trd ng’.” Anh nhap
ngum tra d€ nudt trdéi mi€ng banh monaka xudng co.



“Giam doc o1, khoan ngr @6 wdc ching bao nhiéu a?” Suzuki héi. Doi
mat sang 1ap lanh dnh Ién vé chan thanh.

“0 da’y, khé ma ndi r6 mot con sd cu the.” Tadaki gai vao phan téc mai
di€m bac. “Nhung cling dwgc mot mé kha kha da’y. Nén 1a, néi thé nao nhi,
chac s€ do’ dwoc bao nhiu viéc cho ching ta.”

“Hi.” Suzuki khé mim cuoi.

Ngo6i bén canh 14ng nghe, 4anh méit Tanaka that yén binh. “Thoi budi nay
cling ¢6 nguwoi trd ng song phang a?”’

“C6 vay ¢0 tra la chuyén dwong nhién ma.” Suzuki cwoi noi.

“Th&¢ ma gan diy 18m k& chiy i khong chiu trd no' d&y. Pén ci ngan
hang ciing bj 1am cho diéu ding.”

“Anh n6i ding.

“Ping la c6 nhirng ké vd on bac nghia nhwr vy, nhwng cudc doi con
nhiéu nguoi te t€ lam.” Tadaki ndéi mot cau d€ ddc rit lai, roi nhin sang
Takako. “Tém lai chuyén la nhw viy, nho minh 13y gidp t6i bd com-1é

nhé!”

“Em hi€u r6i,” Takako git dau roi lai m¢ 1oi. “Minh nay, em ciing
mudn ra ngoai mot chut.”

“Minh di dau?” Poi mét Tadaki sic 1ém.

“Em di mua sam. Em mu6n tim quan 4o cho Akiho. Con bé bdo chang
c6 bd nao d€ mac di da ngoai.”

“Nhat dinh phai 1a hdm nay a?”

“Nhung ngay mai va ngay kia em ban nhi€u viéc lam.”



“HOm nay thi thoi di!” Dt 101, Tadaki udng can tach tra roi dieng day.

Nhung lic ch'ong té thdi d§ nhw vay thi c6 ndi gi cling vo ich. Takako
nin thinh. Ba nhan vién ¢6 vé ai ngai. Ho nudt v6i nudt vang d6 an thirc
uéng trong miéng, roi nhanh nhau dieng day.

Gan 3:30 chiéu, Tadaki roi nha bﬁng xe O t0. Anh mac bo com-I1€ mau
xdm, hi&m hoi 1dm mé&i thit ca-vat, va xdch theo tii thé thao.

Chong vwa di khoi, Takako ciing stra soan ra ngoai. Chi dén ga tau dién
ngam Tsukushima vira van ldc bon gio.

Ctr vé nha trede bay gio ba mwoi phit 1a dwgc chir gi, chi ty nhu.

Nhwng thyce ra gén tam gior t67 Takako mdi vé nha. Lic chi vé, bé Akiho
hoc 1&p ndm va bé Kota hoc 1&p ba dang ngoan ngoan ngdi xem ti vi.
Tadaki van chwa vé. Chij 16i chd d6 dn sin mua & bach héa ra, chudn bi
com nuoc.

“B& vé mudn me nhi.” Vwra an thit cd't 1€t chién, Akiho vira noi.

“U nhi,” Takako dong tinh, mét chj hwdng vE cai dong h'o dat bén canh
ti vi. Tam rwdi roi. Nhung ngay ca khi kim ¢6ong h'o chi d&n mwoi mét gior,
Tadaki vin chwa vé nha. Chi da goi vio mdy chdng may I4n, nhwng anh
khong nghe may. Chi cho hai dra tré di ngl, roi mdt minh ngdi dgi trong
phong khéch. Trén ti vi hi€n 1€n gwong mdt cd phéat thanh vién. Khuén mat
nghiém tic 4y dang thao thao bt tuyét gi d6 vé van dé hat nhan cta Bic
Triéu Tién, nhung nhirng 101 8y hau nhw khong lot vao tai chi.

Co6 ti€ng lach cach & phia sau. Chi giat minh quay dau lai, thd’y Akiho
dang dirng d6 trong bd @6 ngu.

“Sao vdy con? Khong di ngt sé'm thi sang mai mét day.” Chi dung
giong diéu cia mot ngwoi me nhac con.

“B& vAn chua vé hd me?”



“B6 ban cong viéc nén vé mudn. Con dung lo, mau ngt soém di!”

Nhung c6 bé khong ngoan ngodn roi di. Chi cdi gdim mit nhw dang phan
van diéu gi do.

Hanh dong d6 qua thwc khi€n Takako ban khoan. “C6 chuyén gi vay
con?” Chi diu dang hoi.

“B6’ ¢6 on khong nhi?” Akiho 1am bam.
“Ha, on w? Y con la sao?”
“Pém qua, con trong tha’y mdt thit la lung 14m.”

“Thir la lung w?” Takako cdm gidc nép nhin di hin 1én gitra d6i 16ng
may minh. “La th gi hd con?”

Akiho ngahg miit 1én. M4 c6 bé tring béch hon moi ngay.

Co6 bé md hé miéng. “Qua cau ltra.”

“Ha,” Takako budt miéng. “Con néi sao?”

“Qua cau Ira.” Akiho n6i ranh mach hon ban nay.

“Qua cau ltra v? O’ dau?”

“Nha xwdng a.” Akiho néi. “Dém qua lic con diy di vé€ sinh, hinh nhw
bd van con trong nha xwdng. Con ghé méit nhin, thd'y bd ng'di trong béng
t0i. Con chwa kip hoi bd” dang lam gi, thi mdt qua cau ltra sang ryc da bay
1€n.”

“Ching c6 nh&! Chéc b con d5t thit gi d6 thoi.”

Nhurng Akiho lic d4u.



“Con ciing hdi b roi. Ring bd dang dot gi thé” a. Nhung bd bio bd
chang lam gi cd, chi xem ban v&€ mot chiit thoi.”

Takako thdy con &n lanh chay doc s6ng lwng. Nhwng chi cd strc ngén
ndi sor hai biu 16 trén miit.

“Chéc con nhin nhdm ding khong? Chuyén dé hay xay ra ma.”

“Con cling mong th&’, nhung con cr thd’y lo lo. Con ¢6 cam giac bd sé
gap chuyén chang lanh. Ma bd mai chwa vé me nhi.” Akiho nhin cdi dong
h'6 & bén canh ti vi v&ii vé mat ba't an.

“Con dwng néi lung tung. D6 khong phai diém g& dau.” Takako danh
giong. “Tém lai con ngd som di. Sdng mai khong ddy noi thi phai lam sao?
Mai con phai di hoc ma.”

“Me o1, bd ma vé thi me bao con dwoc khong?”
“R6i r'oi. Me s€ bao con.”

Loi Takako cudi cung cling khién Akiho chiu quay 1én tang hai. Nhwng
tred'c khi di, ¢c6 bé nhin vé canh ctra ndi voi nha xwdng, roi cau nhau,
“Khoéng thich di nga.”

Lic con lai m6t minh, Takako cam di€u khién ti vi, chuyén hét kénh nay
dén kénh khéc. Nhwng chi chang tim thdy chwong trinh nao gitip minh xua
di cam xuc hién tai.

K&t cuc, chj qua dém trong cin phong 4y. Anh sdng ruc r& xuyén qua
ctra s& 1am chj thirc gidc. Chj thA'y minh dang ndm guc d4u xudng cdi ban
thap. Chap chon ca dém trong gid'c ngu sai tw the’, nén gio' minh may chi é
am, dau thi nang triu.

Hon sau gior saing mot chiit. Chi goi vao may chong 'an nira, nhwng dién
thoai khong két n01.



Chi 14p tirc bat ti vi 1én. Trén d6 dang phat ban tin sang. Chi con lo ¢6
khi nao ti vi s€ dwa tin v€ chong minh, nhwng chang cé vu nao nhw thé” xay
ra ca. Va lai, n€u c6 xay ra, canh sat han s€ goi dén day trwdc tién.

Mang tAm trang ning né, chi bit tay vio chuin bi bira sang. Chuyén
Akiho k€& vAn méc lai dau d6 trong tAm tri chi. Qua cau lra w? Lam sao c6
chuyén d6 dwoc. P&n bdy gior, Akiho thirc ddy. Gio nay moi khi c6 bé hing
con say nga. Poi mét cd gai nhd dd hoe.

“B6" khong vé me nhi.” C6 bé nhin tAm lwng me dang chién trirng va
héi.

Ao

“Chac bd con qua chén & dau d6 nén khong vé ndi.” Takako chat vat
th6't ra mdt ciu lac quan. “Trwde sau gi b6 cling vE thoi.”

“Khong can bdo canh sat ha me?”

“Khong can dau con.”

Ngoai miéng n6i vay nhung trong tham tam Takako da b4t dau nghi dén
viéc do roi. Chang phai da dén liic bdo canh sét roi hay sao? A khéng, hay
1a nén doi thém mot chit nira?

Khong lau sau Kota ciing thirc ddy. Cau con trai ¢6 vé khong may lo
ling khi bd" chwa vé nha. Akiho ciing khong k& cho em trai nghe chuyén
qua cau la.

Bon tré vira di hoc thi m&y nhan vién ruc rich kéo dén. Biét tin gidm
doc ca d&m khong vE, ai na’'y d€u c6 phan steng sot.

“N€&u vay thi cling lo ddy. Li€u c6 nén bdo canh sat khong?”” Suzuki ndi.
“T6i nghi 1a gidam d6c say quac can cau ¢ dau d6 thoi.”

“Giam do'c khdng phai ngwoi nhw thé” dau.” Tanaka tire t6'c phi nhén.



Takako hoi y ki€n Sakai xem nén lam th& nao. Ong la nhan vién ky cyu
nhad't & nha xwdng nay.

“Néu dén chiéu gidam doc van chwa vé, thi nén bio canh sat.” Sakai dim
chiéu mot 1at roi dap.

Nghe loi khuyén cua 6ng, Takako quyét dinh doi thém chit nira. May
nhan vién bét tay vio viéc, trén mit van hién ndi bin khoin.

Kim dong h'd nhich dan dén chin gio, mwoi gio roi mwoi mot gio. Bén
gior nghi treea, Tadaki van chwa quay vé. Takako pha trd nhung du 6¢c nhw
& trén may. Chi lién tuc doi mét nhin dong h'6, dinh doi dén mdt gio’ chiéu
s€ goi dién.

Nhwng chi khong can lam th€. Qua gio nghi trwa, veéo cai da d&€n mét
gio, va dién thoai réo 1én inh 0.

La canh sat goi toi.



2.

Khéach san Cdy Cau toa lac trong khu phd Nihonbashihama. Con dwong
cao td'c thu do chay ngay phia trén khach san, giao 16 Hakozaki cdch d6 mot
quing ngin. Sdnh khich san quay mit ra duwong Kiyosubashi. Budc ra
ngoai khich san, nhin sang bén phai 12 c¢6 the ngdm tryc dién cau Kiyosu.
C6 1€ vi di€m nay ma khach san dwgc dit cho cai tén do.

b6 1a mot khach san thwong mai nho, cti ky. Cdi thang mdy ddc nha't
ctia n6 da néi 1€n di€u nay.

Trong quan tra chat chdi & tAng mot, Kusanagi Shunpei dang nha'm nhap
cdc ca phé d& ec. Qudn gior ving tanh ving ngit.

“Anh Kusanagi!” Nguwoi d6 vira goi vira bwd'c vE phia anh. Kamata 1a
quan ly cia khéch san nay. Tr¢i chang oi birc may ma md hoi van chdy ra
rong rong tw thai dwong anh ta.

“Chao anh,” Kusanagi cui dau.

“Phi€n anh mdt chit dworc khong,” Kamata th€ thot hoi.

“Puoc thoi,” Kusanagi dap.

Anh ta ngdi1 xudng gh€” do1 dién Kusanagi, khong quén ngé nghiéng
mAy nhén vién 1€ tn c6 vé ranh rdi. “Man phép hdi anh, tinh hinh sao roi
a?’?

“Anh néi tinh hinh 1a sao?”

“Thi 1a, viéc dréu tra d6. Cac anh da phat hién dworc gi r61?”

“Chuyén d6 thi van chwa ¢6 gi dau.”



“Vay a? Nhung nghe d6n ngwoi vor khdng ¢ chirng ¢ ngoai pham.”

Vién quan 1y trung nién vira dit 1oi, Kusanagi lién ng'di ngay ngén trén
cdi gh& sofa 1am bing da tong hop. “Thyc ra ching t6i dang suy tinh ti't ca
cac kha nang. Trong d6 c6 nhirng chuyén c6 th€ khi€n dai truy€n hinh hay
gi¢i truyén thong ming nhu bit dwoc vang. Bon ho luén thém mim giim
mudi nhirng chuyén nay roi moi dang tai hay phat séng. Cho nén anh dwrng
d&bj dit mili béi nhitng thong tin vé vah nhw vay.”

“Chung t01 ¢c6 mudn vdy dau, nhwng dac thu nganh kinh doanh nay la
th€’, mot khi nhirng chuyén nhw vay xay ra, chiing t6i s€ ganh chiu ton that

nang né. Nén chi mong cac anh giai quyét vu an cang som cang tot.”

“To6i ra't hieéu cam giac cda anh. Ching t6i cling dang doc toan lyc d€
diéu tra.”

“Tram sy nho anh. Con chuyén nay ntra.” Kamata ghé sat mat Kusanagi.

“Cha la, can phong d6, ching t6i can gitr nguyén hién trang d€n khi
nao?”

“Viéc d6 thi toi phai xin chi thi clia cAp trén di. Vi lai ching ti van
can di€u tra them. C6 van dé gi hay sao?”

“Chaalng 16 ¢6 phdi van d€ khdng, nhung chuyén kinh khing dén thé& xady
ra ma ctr d€ can phong nhw vay thi ngwoi ta s€ loan truyén nhiéu loi don
dai that thiét. Anh canh sét chic ciing nghe nhiéu roi chir. Pai loai nhu
khéch san chd nay chd kia cé ma.”

“A.” Kusanagi gat gu hi€u ra. “T6i cling ¢6 nghe dén.”

“Vi vay, that 1ong t6i mudn cb bién phap nao d6 d€ giai quyét cang sé'm
cang tot.”

“T6i hi€u roi. T6i s€ bdo cdo v&i cap trén.”



“Xin nho anh,” quan ly khach san cui dau, quay lung bwdce di. Voc
ngwoi anh ta tron lan, tim lwng trong that u€ oai.

Khi Kusanagi vwra rit bao thud'c ra thi Yukawa Manabu khodc 4o jacket
mau den bwde vao tr sanh chinh. Kusanagi 1én nhan mat, cit bao thudc di.
Hit thu6c tredc mat Yukawa la diéu ca'm ky.

“Dén mudn the?”

“Xin 16i nhé! Toi phai tw vAn cho sinh vién.”

“Tw van? L€ nao 1a tw van tinh cam?”

Puwong nhién Kusanagi néi dua vay thoi, nhung Yukawa chang cuoi.

“Con rac r6i hon chuyén yéu dwong. Mu6n cudi nguwoi con gai minh
yéu, nhwng bd me hai bén phan ddi thi phai Iam sao, ndi dung dai loai the”.”

“Lap gia dinh khi dang ng'6i trén gh& giang dwong a? Thé  tai sao lai hoi
y ki€n cau?”

“T6i chju.”

“Vay cau khuyén giai thé¢' nao?” Kusanagi tim tim hoi.

“Tdi bao rang tdi ma l1a bd me thi cling phan d6i.”

“Gi vay, th&’ ma ciing goi la tw van a? That khong ngo cau suy nghi cO
hd nhw th€". Né&u Ia toi thi tdi s€ khuyén ho hay virng vang d€ vwot qua sy

phan d6i cua bd me.”

“Van dé khong phai co hui hay ti€n bo. Toi ndi dya trén xac sud't thong
ké.”

“Xac suad't thong ké?”



“S& nguoi hoi han vi 14p gia dinh sodm so v&i s& ngwoi hoi han vi
khong 12p gia dinh s¢'m thi bén nao nhiéu hon.”

Kusanagi nhin chong choc gwong mit ctia nha vat 1y tré tudi, bdng dung
mudn hdi cdu sdng v&i quan di€m nhw thé” ¢6 vui khong, nhwng lai im ldng.

“Nao, vy cho t6i xem hién trrong di!” Yukawa néi.
“The& khong udng ca phé a?”

“Toi xin ki€u. Ngwri mui thoi cling bi€t khdong phai ca phé ngon.”
Yukawa khit mii, bueoc di.

Thé& ma ldc nao cling udng ca phé hoa tan, Kusanagi vira nghi tham vira
nd1 got theo sau.

Hién trwong 1a phong 807, dang phong doi.

“Nan nhan Yajima Tadaki nhan phong vao khoang 3:50 chiéu ngay 13.
Anh ta khong nho nhan vién hanh 1y hwedng din, ma ty minh di 1én phong.
Sau d6, khodng ai con thd’y bong dang anh ta ntra. Bong dang nguwoi con
sdng &y.” Kusanagi dirng gan 161 vao phong, vira nhin s0 tay vwa thuat lai
tinh hinh. “Khéch san nay lam tha tuc tra phong lic 11 gio trwa. Nhwng
hém sau dén gio tra phong roi ma khach mai khong xu6ng. Nhan vién
khach san goi dién 1én phong thi khong ai nhac may. Gan 12 gio’, ho dén
phong xem xét tinh hinh. Lic gd ctra, khong thdy ai trd 1o, ho dd mo cia
phong bing chia khéa téng.”

Nhan vién khéch san tha’y vi khach nam nim ngtra, dang rong tay chin
trén giwong. Trén cd khach c¢6 dau vét khac thwong, nén thoat nhin ho da

biét khong phai khach dang ngd. Nwde da cua khach ciing xam xit.

“Anh ta bi si€t c0. C6 vé bi si€t 1i€n mdt 1eo cho d&€n chét bang mot soi
day manh.”

“Co dau vet x0 xat khong?”



“Khong. Nan nhan mé man do uéng thudc nga.”
“Thudc ngu a?”
“Cé vé n6 dugce tron trong ca phé lon.”

Bén canh ctra s 1a mdt chi€c ban va hai cdi gh& k& d6i dién nhau. Lic
phat hién ra thi th€ clia Yajima Tadaki, trén ban van con hai lon ca phé va
gat tan. Dya trén k&t qua giai phiu, canh sat diéu tra lai hai lon ca phé thi
phat hién mot lon cé chira thudc ngt. Ngoai ra, ca phé dwoc mua & may
ban hang ty dong dwdi tAng mot.

“Thoi gian t& vong wdce tinh tie 5 gior chiéu dén 7 gio t6i ngay 13. Suy
dodn nay dang tin cdy. Vi nan nhan an banh monaka ldc ba gio chiéu, tinh
trang tiéu hda cua dau dd cling trung khép.”

“Thém ntra, Yajima Tadaki bao v&i nguoi nha la di 18y tién no, con
phong khéach san dwoe dat dwdi tén Yamamoto Koichi,” Kusanagi néi thém.
Anh tin Yukawa la ngwoi kin miéng, cling thira hi€u mudn hédi y ki€n nguoi
dan 6ng nay thi phai k&' ra ta't ca nhirng gi minh biét.

“Nghe xong roi tdi van chwa hi€u van dé & dau.” Yukawa néi sau khi
ngo quanh can phong don di€u. “Ké ndi sé trd s6 ti€n dé la hung thu ding
khong? Thuc t& hdn khong c6 kha ning chi trd, nén m&i du nan nhan dén
khéch san nay d¢€ sat hai.”

“Pwong nhién, ching t6i cling nghi theo huwdong @6 trede tién. Nhung
hién gio’ c6 diéu tra thé nao ciing khdng xdc dinh dwgc ké d6 1a ai.”

“Po6 1a do diéu tra con thi€u sét chir gi nira? Tém lai, t6i van chwa hi€u
1y do cdu goi tdi d&€n day. Mot vu si€t ¢O thong thwong thi can gi d€n nha
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vat ly.

“Van dé 1a & d6. Ctr cho 1a si€t ¢ chét thong thwong nhwng c6 hai diém
khién t6i ban khoan.” Kusanagi gio’ hai ngdén tay 1én r6i ctr thé” chi xudng



san. “Th nhat 1a tdAm tham & bén canh cdi giwvong kia. Cau nhin ky tdm
tham di!”

Yukawa buwdc dé€n do, cii ngwoi xudng. “Bi chay r'oi.”
“Thay chwa?”

T&m thdm mau be trai trén san cé vét chdy xém v&i chi€u rong khoang
mot xang-ti-mét, chi€éu dai nam xang-ti-mét.

“Héi nhan vién khach san thi ho néi h'6i tred'c khong ¢6 vét nay.”
“Ho c6 n6i d61 khong vay? Khéich san nay citi rich ma.”

“Chaamg 1€ vi mudn gitr the’ dién ma ho ndi ddi cd canh sat?”

“Ma thoi. Cau con ban khoan di€m gi nira?”

“La cai nay.” Kusanagi thoc tay vao trong tdi 4o khodc, 18y ra mdt birc
anh. “Pang 1€ t6i khong dwgc phép cho nguoi ngoai xem may thir nay.”

Vira nhin tha’y birc dnh, Yukawa lién nhan nhd.
“Pung 1a to1 chaamg mudn xem cho 1&m.”
“Chiju kho di, ching ta phai nhin ngwoi that viéc that chi.”

Trong anh chyp vét si€t cO trén thi the. Nhwng khic v&i binh thwong,
vung da doc v€t nay bi rach. Pwong nhién, mau ciing ri ra tw do.

“Sié€t manh dén rach ca da a?” Yukawa lam bam.

“Khong phai. Theo bdo cdo thi c6 vé gidng vét trdy xwdc hon. N&€u an
soi ddy manh Ién da, kéo sang mot bén s€ tao thanh vét nhw the”.”

“Binh thwong sié€t cO s€ khong tao ra vét nhu vay a?”



“Khong bao gio.” Kusanagi qua quyét.

Yukawa khé 4m w, cAm birc anh trén tay, doan d0 ap ngwoi xuéng cai
girong bén canh. Thi the tng ndm trén cdi giwong nay. Cong tic khdm
nghiém hién treong da xong xudi, nén hanh dong nay chang anh hwdng gi
dén viéc diéu tra ca, nhwng Kusanagi phuc sat dat than kinh thép cia nha
khoa hoc khi ¢6 thé€ than nhién lam nhw th€”.

“Thé hién tai khong c6 nghi pham nao sao?”

Yukawa hoi.

“Q, cling khong phai la khdong c6.” Kusanagi ha't ngwoc téc mai Ién.
“Ching t6i dang d'6n hét sy chd y vao nguoi vo.”

“Vo u? bong cor 1a gi?”

“Tién bao hieém.”

“A. Nan nhan mua bao hi€m nhén tho v&i s& tién 16n a2”
“Mua & nim chd. Tong s6 tién hon 100 triéu yén.”

“Thao nao. Thé thi dang nghi that.” Yukawa chdng dau 1€n tay, quay mat
vé phia Kusanagi. “Han cdc cu da tham van git gao.”

“Gét gao hay khong thi tdi khong biét, nhung cling nim Tan bay lwot
triu tap de hdi chuyén roéi.”

“Cam gidc thé¢' nao?”

“Cé mui am mudi.” Kusanagi theamg thin bay td. “Chj ta ra khoi nha twr
bon gio chiéu hom dé6. Khoang tam gio tdi thi vé nha. Tha'y bdo di mua
sim, nhung chitng ctt ngoai pham khong rd rang. Khoang 5 gic chj ta xem
d6 cho con & ctra hang quan do trong bach héa Ginza, 1oi khai cia nhan
vién ctra hang da lam sang t6 diéu nay. Hon 7 gior thi mua thit c6 1€t chién



va banh khoai ty trong ctra hang @6 dn dwdi fdng ham cua mdt banh héa
khéc, nhin vién & d6 van con nhd. Nhung chi ta lai khong c6 ching ci
ngoai pham trong khoang thoi gian gitra hai mdc d6. Tw Ginza d&€n khach
san nay, néu di taxi chi mat mwoi, mwoi lam phit 1a cing. Mwoi phit 1a da
dé€ra tay ding khong?”

“Chi ta khai thé' nao?”

“Khai udng tra trong quin ca phé, nhwng quan & dau thi khong nho.
Khong gitr bién lai tinh tién, ky trc V€ quan thi qua mong lung.”

“Ra la vdy.” Yukawa lai ngtra mét 1€n troi. Anh ¢ nhin chong choc tran
nha ma ndi. “Bach héa & Ginza lic nao cling nhdn nhip ngwoi mua ké ban,
k€ ca ngay thwong, nhi? Th& ma nhén vién cla hai ctra hang d6 van nhé chi
taa?”

“Nghe ndéi & ctra hang quan 4o tré em, ¢6 cdi 4o so-mi bé teo ma chi ta
din do cAm 1én dit xudng gan mot ti€hg dong h'd, roi cudi cling khong
mua. Nhan vién cta hang ngan ngam, nén c6 an twong siu sic. Con & clra
hang d6 an chi ta deng ch6n chan trwdc ctra, doi dén sat gio dong cira d€
thit cot 18t chién dworc gidm gid, nén nhan vién nhé 16 14m. Ngit ndi du ¢
bao nhiéu chirng ¢ ngoai pham ¢& d6 thi ciing chang ¢6 tich sy gi. Quan
trong 1a khoang thoi gian & gitra co.”

Yukawa khong dép lai, chi dam chiéu suy nghi gi d6.

Kusanagi bi€t nhirng Iic nhu th€ nay c6 hoi gi cling v6 ich nén anh ng'6i
yén trén ghe” doi.

Mot 14t sau, Yukawa cit ti€ng. “C4u din to6i d&n nha nan nhan dwoc
khong?”

“Pueec thdi.” Kusanagi dirng day. “Tha’y hirng thi roéi a?”

“T6i hirng thd voi mot viéc.” Yukawa ng'di day. “Vo nan nhan khoéng c6
chirng ctr ngoai pham. Tai sao chi ta khong ¢6 nhi?”



3.

Trong xwdng co khi Yajima, ba ngwdi dan dng mdi ngwdi dang 1am mot
cong viéc khac nhau. Hai ngwoi trac 35 tudi 1la Suzuki va Tanaka, ngwoi
dan 6ng nhiéu tudi hon ca la Sakai.

Dang dung khoan tao 10 trén mi€ng kim loai, Suzuki trong tha’y
Kusanagi, kh6e mi€ng lién x&ch 1én.

“Lai la anh a? Con viéc gi can dén ching t6i nwa?”

“Khong, hdm nay chéng co viéc gi ddc biét ca. Toi dinh tham thd trong
nha xwdng thoi.”

“Thé& thi dwgc, nhueng dung lam vedng tay veong chan ching téi. Du
lam in bé&t bat, nhwng ching tdi van c6 cong viéc dang hoang.”

“Vang, t6i hi€u ma.” Kusanagi coi niém nd.

Suzuki li€c vé phia Yukawa roi chép miéng. “Hom nay ba chu lai bi
canh sat goi di. R6t cudc chuyén la thé nao?”

“Vi ching t6i c6 may viéc can xac nhan.”

“Xdac voi cha nhan, nyc cwoi that. Cac anh that sy nghi ngo ba cha ha?
Qua ngu xuan. Ba cha khdng doi nao lam viéc d6.”

“Thém ga di!” M6t giong ndi vong ra tw bén trong. Ngwoi cat giong la
Sakai. “Pwng n6i ma’y chuyén v& van nira, mau tip trung lam viéc di!”

“A, vang.” Suzuki khé gio tay 1én, roi quay lai chd may khoan. Sau do
anh ta li€c Kusanagi, tic lwei mot cdi rd to nhe mudn ndi tai cdc ngwoi ma
to1 bi an mdng.



Kusanagi dirng canh Yukawa, nhin bao quat bén trong nha xwdng. Anh
khong hiéu quan sat nhw thé nay d¢€ lam gi, nhung day la cha y cua
Yukawa.

Bén trong nha xwdng, may moc va bd ca’p dién co 1on x€p thanh hang
déu tim tdp. C6 1& trede day ho thué nhiéu cong nhan hon. Nhung d&n
cudi cung chi con ba ngwoi hién gio tru lai.

“Ho c6 chirng cr ngoai pham khong?” Vwa di Yukawa vira thi thao.

“T6i xac nhan roi. Ca ba déu c6. Hai ngwoi tré lam viée sudt ¢ day. Co
ngwoi hang x6m lam chirng cho ho. Sakai, ngwoi dan 6ng 1én tudi nha't thi
di giao linh kién cho cong ty ddi tac. Cong ty d6 & Saitama, di nhanh co
nao thi mot chiéu cling phai ma't mot tiéng rudi. Ong ta roi d6 lic ndm gio
ba mwoi phit, hon bay gio thi vé dén day. Chaalng da thoi gian d€ dén
khach san Cay Cau dau.”

Yukawa ldng thinh git dau.

Anh nhén vién tén Tanaka dang ch& tao thir gi d6 trong nhw cai can nhya
mau tring. Anh ta gfn hai ntta c6 hinh thu phitc tap lai, tao thanh mot cdi
can. Thay vi stt dung keo dan, anh ta dung nhiét nung chdy vién can, lodng
mot cdi dd gén hai nira lai v&i nhau. N6i ndm na day 1a k¥ thuat han. Dung
cu lam néng vién can la mé han phealng, det nhw s¢i mi. Md han dwgc udn
cong theo hinh dang cta vién can.

“Ra vay, anh lam gidi qua!” Pung sau lung Tanaka, Yukawa tram tro
than phuyc. “Dung cong str dung md han c6 hinh dang gidng v&i vién can d€

cac phan déu tan chay cung ldc va cing mot mirc do.”

“Pay la tuyét ky cua xwdng ching t6i.” Tuy ndi nang coc 16¢c, nhung
giong diéu Tanaka van xen 14n niém héanh dién.

“Anh dang ché& tao thk gi vay?” Yukawa hoi.



“Binh dyng nudc tay ria kinh chin gi6 6 t6. Nhwng van 13 san pham thi
nghiém thoéi.”

“Thé& co a,” Yukawa gat dau. Kusanagi doan d6i mét nha khoa hoc dang
don hét sy quan tim vao ky thuat cia nha xwdng nay d&€n mirc chirng nhw

da quén ludn ca vu an roi.

Anh mit hi&u ky cta Yukawa ding lai khi nhin thiy bitc twdng trude
mit. “D6 1a gi viy?”

Kusanagi cling nhin ra d6. Trén birc twong dan to gidy viét hang chir
Nha't xa nhap h'dn bﬁng muc den.

“Cai d6 do gidm doc viet.” Giong ndéi phat ra sau leng anh. Anh quay
dau lai, thd’y Sakai ding do.

“A, viy 47" Kusanagi néi. “Nhat xa nhap h'on nghia 1a gi?”

“La bin sting d4’y.” Sakai gio' ngén tay thanh hinh khau sting, 1am tw thé’
ngdm bén. “Nghia 12 khi 1am viéc cling phai tap trung cao dd nhu lic bin
sung.”

“A... Anh Tadaki tirng bi b&n r'6i 42"

“Chiu, t6i chwa nghe chuyén dé bao gic’. Chéc 14 vi von vy thoi.”

Kusanagi git dau, nhung chflng thay thuyét phuc cho 1dm. Tai sao lai vi
v&i chuyén bén siing nhi.

“Nhan day t6i mudén ndi thé nay.” Sakai cdi gang tay, hé€t nhin mat
Kusanagi lai nhin mat Yukawa. “Cau Kazu ban nay cling néi roi da'y, cac
y
anh hay thoi nghi ngo’ ba chu v6 co di!”

“Chtng t6i ¢6 nghi ngo’ gi dau.”

Kusanagi voi thanh minh, nhung Sakai lic d4u.



“T6i ndi that long day. Nghe cho ky day! Hom d6 giam doc bao di 18y
lai s& no’. Thé thi ¢6 1y nao ba chu 1a hung tha duoc?”

“Nguoi goi gidm dd'c Yajima ra ngoai ¢6 1€ 1a ké khac.” Yukawa néi xen
vao. “Nhwng ciling c6 khi chi nha da nho va ké d6.”

Sakai 1tr m&t nhin Yukawa mét ldc 14u, roi thé dai.

“Céc anh nghi vay vi chéng hi€u cdi quai gi vé cap vo ch'ong d6 ca. Hai
ngwoi d6 khdi nghiép tr nhirng viéc 1at vit, roi gdy deng nén co’ ngoi ngay
hom nay. Ho da dong cam cdng khd th€ nao, ching tdi dé€u hiéu r6. Khong
bao gio’ ¢6 chuyén mot trong hai ngwoi d6 phan boi nhau dau.”

Kusanagi im 1ang, dwong nhw khong tim ra loi nao d€ dap trd. Yukawa
cung im thin thit.

“Xin 18i, nhirng hdom nay moi cdc anh vé cho. Ba chi sdp vé roi. Chéc
chj 4y khong mudn vé dén nha roi van phai thd'y mit canh sit.” Giong diéu
Sakai chat chira sy thu dich.

Ra khoi xwdong co’ khi Yajima, losi dau tién Yukawa thot ra l1a: “Cong
nhan ngwoi tho d6 gidi that! Ky thuat d6, néi ding hon la tai nghé cua
ngwoi tho han sé thach thirc ca may tinh.”

“Quan trong hon, cdu nim dwoc gi chua?”

“Né&m céi gi?”

“DPurng vo' vit nira. Thé& ciu nghi t0i d4n c4u t¢i diy d€lam gi?”

Nghe giong Kusanagi c6 vé buc boi, Yukawa lién n& nu cwoi an y. R6i
anh 187y ra thr gi d6 tw tdi quan. D6 1a mot s¢i day c¢6 dwong kinh khodng
hai, ba mi li mét, chiéu dai khodng mwoi xang-ti-mét, mau trang, mot dau

day cudn thanh hinh tron.

“To6i thd'y roi & goc nha xuwdng.”



“0), cu nhdt lic nao ma nhanh thé™?” Kusanagi cam s¢1i1 day. Nhin ky thi
n6 khong phai s¢ii diy binh thwong, ma 1la mot bé nhirng s¢i manh nhw soi
chi ghép lai. “Cai nay la gi vay?”

“Tdi1 chwra bi€t. Quan trong hon, t6i mudn hoi cau day. Cau thdy s¢i day
nay c¢6 khop voi vét si€t co trén thi the' nan nhan khong?”

Nghe vy, Kusanagi 1ién mwong twong lai thi the trong khi vAn chdm
chu nhin s¢1 day.

“C6 18 tring khép day.”

“Né&u vay thi thd vi that. Cuc ky thd vi.” Trai v&i giong diéu phan khich,
d6i mét nha vat Iy khong 4nh 1&n nu cudi.



4.

DPung mot tuAn sau thoi di€ém xdy ra vu dn, Yajima Takako bdng dung dwa
ra chirng ctr ngoai pham ctia minh.

Chi ta dich than dén t0 diéu tra don canh sat Hisamatsu, chia tAm bién
lai cho mdt di€u tra vién xem. P6 la bién lai quan ca phé chi ta d€n vao
hom x4y ra vu dn. Chj ta twdng viet di roi, héa ra van con trong tdi xdch.
Ngay thang trén bién lai ding la ngay 13, trén d6 cling in con s& cho thady
da thanh todn vao lic 6:45 t0i. Qudn tén Diép Khiic. Pung lic dang ranh rdi
nén Kusanagi cling ciu dan em Makita da di xac thyc chirng ctr ngoai pham
nay.

Quén Piép Khiic nim & khu phd ba Ginza. Qudn nim trén ting hai cta
toa nha, nén tw trong quan c6 th€ nhin xudng dwong Chuo qua vach kinh.
Noi tha't va d6 trang tri déu dwoc cham chit ti mi, ¢ vé quan chi trong
phong cach cao cadp. Kusanagi hoi ngac nhién, b&i Yajima Takako khai vo
tinh budc chan vao ddy, nén anh cir dinh ninh 14 quan ki€u binh déan thoi.
Hon nira, viéc chj ta quén mot quan dé tim nhw th& nay qua 1a ky la.

“A véang, diing 12 vi khach nay tieng dén ddy.” Cht quan néi khi nhin bikc
anh Kusanagi dwa, anh ta tré trung, mic 4o so-mi trang, trong that hop ro
v&i 1an da rdam néng. Birc dnh chup Yajima Takako.

“Anh chéc cht?”

“T6i chic chin. P& xem ndo, thit Nim tuan trede phai khong?”

Né&u 1a thir Nam thi ding ngay 13 roi.

“Tri nh& anh t6t that. Ngay nao cling nwom nuwop khach khira thé” nay

N

ma.



“Vi chiing t6i cling dang tim nguwoi nay.” Chd quan néi. “Chi &y bd quén
do.”

“Quén d6 u?”

“Céac anh cho td6i mot chit nhé!”

Anh ta d&€n qudy thu ngan, roi quay lai voi cdi tdi gid’y nho trén tay, sau
d6 18y mén @6 trong tui ra trede sy chirng kién ctia Kusanagi. D6 1a mot

hop phan cu.

“Chj &y d€ quén thr nay trén gh&’. T6i doan sdm mudn gi chi &y cling
quay lai 18y, nén mdi cat di.”

“Chiting t6i s€ chuyén cho chi ta.”
“Vay thi do cho t6i qua a.”

“Nhwng ma,” Kusanagi néi. “Cé ding la ngwoi phu nix trong anh khong?
Phi€n anh nhin ky lai mot [an nwra.”

Cht quan nhin lai btrc anh, vé hoi kho chiju.

“Chac chan la ngwoi nay.” N6i roi anh ta trd lai biec anh. “That ra hom
dé ¢6 mot vu rdc r61. Nhung goi la rac r61 thi hot qua.”

“Réc 161 gl vay?”

Kusanagi vira hdi xong, chi quan ddo dac nhin xung quanh, r'oi ghé sat
mat anh.

“Trong d6 udng cua vi khach nay cé con trung.”

“Con trung w?”



“M0ot con buedm nhd, ¢ mot, hai xang-ti-mét bay vao co¢ tra da cda chi
A7 29

ay.

“Thé 1a vi khach nir d6 l1am "am 1én a?”

“Khong hé,” chu quan 18c dau. “Lic 4y toi tinh co’ ¢6 mét & d6, nén chi
ay goi toi lai n6i nhd. Nho thé” ma cac vi khach khac khong phat hién.
Puwong nhién t6i da doi cho chi &y ¢6 udng khac.”

“C6 chuyén d6 ntra a?”

Kusanagi thic méc tai sao Yajima Takako khdng khai diéu niy v&i canh
sat. Du chi ta khong nhd ndi tén hay dia chi cia quan, nhweng néu mudn

dwa ra chirng cir ngoai pham thi dang 1€ phai k€ chuyén nay ra chtr.

“Xin hoi,” d&n day Makita hdi chi quan. “Trong trwong hop nay, thong
thwong nguoi ta s& doi mién tién @6 udng ding khong?”

“Puong nhién 1a th&. Nhung khi d6, vi khach nay ning nic trd tién cho
bang dwoc, nén chung t61 danh nhan.”

“Ning nic tra tién 2?” Kusanagi nhin chim cham vi khach dang tra tién
& quay thu ngan. Pung lic khach nhan bién lai.

Anh cam gidc tht chi ta mudn l1a to bién lai.

Sau khi roii khdi quan, Kusanagi cling Makita d&n nha Yajima. Takako
da vé nha.
Trong thdy hop phan, gwong mat chi ta ¢ vé mwng ro doi chit. “T6i d€

quén & quan d6 a? C twedng lam ma't & dau roi chi.”

Kusanagi xac nhan lai chuyén con bwd'm trong cdc tra da. V& mat chi ta
nhw swc nho ra.



“Anh nhac t6i m&i nhé, ding 1a c¢6 chuyén dé. Sao tdi lai khong nhé ra
nhi? O ding r'6i. Mot con budm nhd bay vao cdc. Nhwng tdi chwa uéng
ngum nao, nén khdng mudn lam 1én chuyén.”

“Né&u chi nh& ra chuyén nay s¢m hon thi da khong phai moéi chan di lai
ro1.” Kusanagi do xét.

“U nhi, nhung lic d6 1ong t6i 161 nhw tor vo, nén dau 6¢c khong con minh
man. Xin 101 cac anh.” Chi ta cui dau.

Lic ra khdi nha Yajima, Kusanagi trong thd'y Akiho dang di & déing
tred’c. Bwdre chan c¢d bé trong that nang né. Kusanagi nhé ra minh chwa hoi
chuyén c0 bé nay.

“Chao chdu,” anh danh tiéng.

Akiho dung budc véi vé canh gidc.

“Chdau vwra tan hoc a?” Anh twoi cwoi hoi.

“Céc chd tim ra hung thi chwa?” Akiho héi bing bi€u cam cing nhic.
Giong diéu nhw ba cu non.

“Céc chu dang ti€n hanh di€u tra. Nén n€u chdu phat hién ra di€u gi, thi
cho chu bi€t nhé.”

Co bé 1ap tirc 1am vé mit hon doi.

“Nguoi 1on sé khong chiu tin chuyén chau néi dau.”

“Khong ¢6 chuyén d6 dau. Thé chau c¢6 diéu gi mudn ndi a?”
Akiho nhin lai mat Kusanagi. “Chu nha't dinh s€ khong tin dau.”

“Khong ¢6 chuyén d6 dau, chi hira day.”



Loi Kusanagi néi khi€én gwong mat Akiho thodng phan van. Nhung roi
cd bé nhanh chong mé miéng.

Ping 1a nguoi 1on sé thdy chuyén dé kho tin. Tw gitra ciu chuyén,
Kusanagi chi htia vao ma’y loi cam than.

Chuyén qua cau l&a chéc 1a ¢6 bé nhin nham thoi. Chang lién quan gi
dén vu an ca. Kusanagi nghi tham trong bung.

Nghe Kusanagi bdo cdo, gwong mat thanh tra Mamiya v6 cung cau co.
Ong budc phai thira nhin chirng c ngoai pham ctia Yajima Takako qué
hoan hao. Hanh ddng tw khi ra khoi ctra d&€n khi vE€ nha cua chi ta hdau nhw
da dwgec chirng minh. Prong nhién c¢6 mot vai khoang tréng d6 hai muoi,
ba mwoi phit, nhwng ba’y nhi€u d6 thi khong dt d€ thwe hién hanh vi pham
toi.

“Vay la viéc diéu tra quay lai vach xud't phat a? Téi nghi ngwoi phu niv
dé6 rat dang ngor.” C6 vé Mamiya chwa chiu bd cudc.

Thanh tra hi€m nghi chi ta khong phai vi chi ta khdng c6 chirng cr ngoai
pham. Ma b&i canh sat da lam ro, phéan 1on hgp dong bao hi€m nhén tho
ding tén Yajima Tadaki déu dwoc ky két trong vai thang tré lai day.

“Nhuwng t6i van khong hi€u. Chuyén chj ta khong nhan ra minh bd quén
hop phan thi ciing khong ¢6 gi la, nhung chuyén con trung bay vao do
udng phai d€lai &n twong sau sic cho chi ta chix. Khi bj truy hdi vé ching
ctr ngoai pham dwong nhién phai dem chuyén nay ra néi triedee tién.”

“N6i thi n6i vay, nhung né€u chi ta da bao quén r'o6i thi ching ta chi con
cach tin th6i.” Mamiya néi voi geong mét nhan nhé. “Hay chi ta ¢6 d6ng
pham la dan 6ng?”

Noi bd to dféu’ tra coi day la 1ap luén c6 tinh thuyét phuc. Nhwng xung
quanh Takako, chang tim ra bong hinh ngwoi dan 6ng nao cé kha nang do.



“Pa di€u tra nhém mau cla nhan vién xwdng co khi Yajima, hai nguwoi
¢6 nhom mau A, modt ngwoi nhém mau O. Khong ¢6 ai nhém mau B.”
Makita n6i. O thoi didm hién tai, canh sét cho ring hung tha ¢6 nhém mdu
B. Tt ddu mau thudc 14 con sot lai trong gat tan & hién treong ma ho suy
dodn nhw vady. Nan nhan Yajima Tadaki ¢6 nhém mdéu O, lai khong hut
thud'c. C6 the n6i dau mau thudc 14 1a vat duy nha't hung tha bd lai. Trong
hai lon ca ph&, mot lon da lau sach di'u vén tay. Trén tay nim cira ciing tim
tha’y vet lau twong tu.

Ngoai ra, & hién treong con co tidi the thao ctia Yajima Tadaki, bén trong
tdi chi d€ may quyeén tai li€u cia cong ty.

T&1 d6, lic Kusanagi dang thudng thirc bira t6i mudn tai quan mi ramen
canh d6n canh sat thi dién thoai di ddng reo vang. La Yukawa goi tdi.

“Tinh hinh sau d6 th&€' nao?” Giong di€u Yukawa that thanh thoi.

“Pang lao dao 1dm ddy. An mdt don phan cong bit ngd tir Yajima
Takako.” Kusanagi trinh bay so’ lwgrc vE chirng cir ngoai pham cua chi ta.

“Thid vi that!” Yukawa c6 vé hao hirng. “Manh khée dang déan hién ra

roi.
“Ménh khée v?” Kusanagi si€t chdt dién thoai trong tay.

“T6i c6 thir nay mudn cho cdu xem. T6i mai, hady d&€n phong nghién ciru
cua toi!”

“Ra vé quan trong héa qua dd’y. N6i ludn di xem nao!”
“Tram nghe khong bing mot tha’y. Thé nhé!”

“0, cho d3.” Kusanagi voi vang néi. “Cé chuyén nay chic ciu thich daYy.
Mudn nghe khong?”

“Tuy xem noi dung thé nao.”



“Pam bao cdu mudn nghe. Du sao ciling 1a chuyén vé qua cau Iwa.”
“O1”

“Mudn nghe r'6i phdi khong?”

Kusanagi thuat lai cAu chuyén Akiho k€.

“Tuyét voi!” Nghe hét cau chuyén, Yukawa cam than & dau diy bén kia.
“T6i mong cho cudc gap ngay mai day.”

“O, nay.” Dién thoai ngit k&t ndi ngay khi Kusanagi bat ra tiéng.



S.

bén treong dai hoc vao buoi tdi qua la rung ron, Kusanagi vira buoc di
trong khuon vién khoa Khoa hoc ty nhién treong dai hoc Teito vira nght
vdy. Anh nh& h'6i sinh vién, ¢6 Ian phai ¢ lai treong vao gio’ nay. Cau lac
bd cau 16ng luyén tap dén tan khuya, nén anh cr & li trong phong thé chat.
Lic anh g6 ctra phong nghién ctru s& mwoi ba b mon Vit 1y thi da qua
tdm gior t6i. VAy ma van thd’y vai thanh nién ra ddng sinh vién di t&i di lui
trén hanh lang. Mot Ian nita anh cdm nhan ndi co’ cwc clia nhitng sinh vién

chuyén nganh khoa hoc ty nhién.

Mot tay cam cdi c6c sir ¢ vé ré tién, Yukawa ngoi trén ghé’. Trong coc
chdc van la ca phé hoa tan moi khi.

“T6i vira 1ip dit dung cu xong, dang nghi x4 hoi mot teo. Cu udng ca
phé khong?”

“Khong, t61 khong udng dau.” Kusanagi khé xua tay, dwa mdt nhin ban
thi nghi€ém & bén canh. Nira than trén clia ma-no-canh nam trén dé. “Cai gi

day?”

“Con can giai thich hay sao? D6 1a mé phdng nan nhan Yajima Tadaki.
T6i mwon tiw cho nghién ctru hiéu &ng chiéu sang.”

“C6 phat hién giroi?”
“Pwa ra dworc két luan theo céch cta t6i thi ding hon 1a phét hién.”
“The” do la gi, no6i to1 biet di!”

Yukawa dat c6¢c st xudng, dieng ddy, budc lai gan ban thi nghiém.



“Ma-no-canh nay nang phét ddy. M&i ¢ nira than trén da thé nay, néu
ma mwon ca than ngwoi thi chét mét.” Yukawa quay dau nhin Kusanagi.
“Ma-no-canh da th&’, ngwoi that thi con mét nira diing khdong? Nan nhéan ¢6
than hinh cwong trang, lai khong ctrng nhw ma-no-canh. Khiéng dwoe 6ng
ta 1én giwdng chéc 1a cyc nhoc 14m.”

“A.” Kusanagi budng cau cam than.

“Tw tinh trang hién treong c6 th€ suy ludn don gidn thé nay, Yajima
ngoi trén gh&” ddi dién v&i hung thi, chi€c ban & gitra. Anh ta u6ng ca phé
bi bd thudc ngu, nén gitra chwng thi€p di, r'oi bi hung tha sié€t co. Tuy
nhién,” Yukawa gio’ ngén tay trd 1én, “sao hung thu phai khi€ng Yajima 1€n
girong? N&u muc dich cia hin 1a gi¢t ngwoi, thi cit d€ Yajima ngll guc trén
gh€’ va si€t co la xong.”

Kusanagi dit tay 1én miéng. C4u ta néi ding. Anh thic méc sao dén tan
bay gio’ chwra c6 ai khac phat hién ra diéu do.

“Chuyén kho hi€u khéng dwng lai & d6. Tai sao hung thd khéng don dep
ci phé & trén ban? MAt cong lau ddu van tay dinh trén d6, chi bing hin
dem lon ca phé di c6 phai chic ci hon khong? Pau mau thudc 14 trong gat
tan ciing the. N&u cho ring hung thi so’ y bd quén thi c6 phan vo 1y.”

“Vay phai gidi thich thé nao?” Kusanagi st sing hdi.

Yukawa th4o kinh, diing vat 4o tring lau mét kinh roi lai deo 1én mit.

“Suy lu4n clia t6i nhw sau. Viéc ndm trén giwdng 1a chil y clia Yajima.
Chu nhan cta lon ca phé va dau mau thudc 1a khong c6 that, tdt ca déu do
anh ta mot tay sap x&p. C6 nghia Ia Yajima Tadaki khong bj sit hai. Anh ta

tw ti r'0i deng hién treong gia nhw mot vu an mang.”

“Tuw t& w?” Kusanagi cao giong. “Pua a? Néu Ia ty sat thi cau gidi thich
tinh trang hién treong nhw thé nao?”



“Giai thich nhw binh thwong thoi. K&t qua 1a dan dé&n k&t luan nhw vay.
Anh ta da lya chon cdi chét d€ ctru gia dinh, nhan vién. B&i néu ty ti trong
thoi han mo6t nam k€ tr khi mua bao hi€m nhan tho thi khong dwoc chi tra
tién bao hi€m.”

“Ng& ngan vira thoi. T trede dén gior toi dd tin mét chirng kién bao
nhiéu thi th€, nhwng chwa bao gio' gdp thi th€ nao ty si€t cd minh ca.
Puong nhién t6i khong néi chuyén d6 khong c¢6 kha ning. Vi du t6i nghe
n6i néu dung khan tay wot si€t co, thi sau khi nan nhan ba't tinh, lyc siét s€
khong y&u di, nén vAn mit mang. Nhung d6 1a ngoai 1&. Con nhin vét siét
¢ ctia vu ndy, toi khong tai ndo nghi rang nan nhan ty siét c& minh.”

“Vu éan Tan nay la ngoai 1€ ctia ngoai 1€. Yajima Tadaki da 1€én mot k&
hoach vo cung ti mi d€ ty si€t ¢ minh.”

Kusanagi lac dau, néi di néi lai cau “Khong the' nao.”

Yukawa 18y mot thix gi d6 tir tdi 4o tréng ra. LA s¢i ddy anh lwom dwoc
& xwdng cor khi Yajima bira truedec.

“T6i da nhin ra ban cha't cia s¢i day nay. Cau nghi né 1a gi?”
“To1 chiu.”

Yukawa 14p tirc ma't hiit & bén kia cdi gid sach. Liic quay lai, trén tay anh
c¢am mot thir Kusanagi khong ngo' dén. D6 1a mot cay cung.

“Caidola...”

“Soi day thyc chat 1a day cung cua cdy cung nay. Cau nhin cho ky di,
giong nhau dung khong?”

Trén cdy cung cang mot s¢i ddy manh. D61 chi€u voi soi diy nhat &
xwdng co khi Yajima, qua nhién 1a cing mét thir. Vong tron nho & dau soi
day la d&€ méc vao ciy cung.



“Trén bilrc twong ctia nha xwdng dan tor gid'y ghi dong chir Nha't xa nhap
h'on ding khong? Cau néi d6 dwoe nhitng nguwdi bén cung st dung. Ngay
xwa toi ¢6 ciu ban & ciu lac bd bin cung, nén da co an nghe cau ta noi.
Cau nén diéu tra can k€ lai lich ctia Yajima Tadaki. T6i ddm chdc d&n hon
t&m muoi phan trim 13 anh ta ¢6 kinh nghiém v&i mén bin cung.”

“To6i s€ thi di€u tra. Nhwng viéc doé thi ¢é lién quan gi?”

“T6i s€ giai thich ngay bay gior. C4u nhin 1a hi€u ding khong, diy cung
s€ cang khi bi kéo v&i mot lye rd't manh. T6i doan Yajima Tadaki da loi
dung lyc kéo nay d€ si€t co minh. Van d€ la cach thirc thyc hién.”

Yukawa tré lai chd ban thi nghiém, sau d6 anh d3it ciy cung céch dau
ma-no-canh khoang vai xang-ti-mét. Ti€p theo anh chinh vi tri diy cung
sao cho né cham vao phin ¢& ctia ma-no-canh. PAu ma-no-canh nim gitra
day cung va ciy cung.

“Nao, dwong nhién d¢€ yén thé& nay thi chaamg co gi xay ra ca. bén day sé
c6 mot day cung nira xua't hién.” Yukawa m& ngan kéo cta ban thi nghiém,
16i ra mot s¢ri ddy cung m&i toanh. “Tuy nhién ddy cung nay dai hon day
cung dang kéo cing kia ba xing-ti-mét. Toi dd d&n cau lac bo bin cung,
nho ho dic biét 1am gitp diy cung nay. Nghe néi khi dd sanh sdi vé bin
cung, ngroi ta chi mua vat li€u 1a sgii manh r'6i bén thanh day cung cho phut
hop véi minh. Hoi vién 1am gidp t6i ddy cung nay cit can nhin 13 chwra lam
day cung dai nhw thé nay bao gio.”

Yukawa méc mot dau cua day cung dai hon vao mot dau cua cdy cung,
sau khi quan quanh cd ma-no-canh mdt vong, thi méc ndt dau con lai vao
dau kia cta cay cung. Day cung bi chung mdt chuit.

“Vay la c6 hai day cung méc tren cay cung. Nhwng gio sori day cé vai
tro udn cong cay cung 14 day ngén hon. O trong trang thai nay, di€u gi sé€
x4y ra néu ciu cit diy ngin?” Yukawa d6 Kusanagi.

“Piéu gi a, dwong nhién cay cung givong thang ra roi. Nhwng con mot
day cung ntra méc & d6.”



“L’an nay lgc cua cdy cung sé tdc dong 1én day cung. Khi day cung bi
kéo ciang nghia la c0 ma-no-canh bi siét chit.” Yukawa mim cwoi nhw
muon néi “Cau ro roi dung khong?”

“Y cau 1a sau khi thyc hién méanh khée nay, Yajima di cit day cung ngén
a?r’

“Du lam vay ciing di d& két liéu mang song clia minh, nhung anh ta
khong Iam nhw vdy. Anh ta da day cong tinh toan d€ khi€n minh mat mang
trong lic mé man vi thudc nga.”

“Nghia 1a st dung ti€u xdo d€ diy cung ngin ty dit 42 Bing cach ding
d6ng h'0 hen gio hay mot thir gi d6 teong tw.”

“Hin 1a st dung dong h'6 hen gio r'oi. Nhwng van dé l1a dung cach gi d€
cit day. Toi da rdi tri chd nay. Tém lai, d€ st dung cho cung tén, thi day
cung phai lam tir vat lidu bén va chic chin. Diing dao hoic kéo c6 thé cit
dat day, nhung lai can mot co’ ché” twong ddi phire tap cho day ty dut. Toi
dang nghi xem c¢6 manh khée nao don gian, gon nhe hon khong.”

“R'6i sao, ngwoi tai gidi nhw cu chac nghi ra dap an r'oi ding khong?”

“N6i 1a t6i nghi ra thi khong ding 1dm. Gi thi gi, tdi cling di ¢ goi ¥
ma.” Dt loi, Yukawa lai ¢dm s¢i ddy nhit & nha xwdng 1én. “Poan day
cung nay c6 1€ ra doi trong nhirng Tan Yajima Tadaki lam thi nghiém. R'6i
t6i quan sat mit cit ctia day. Qua nhién khong c6 dau vét bj cit bang dao.
Nhin trén kinh hién vi, d4u cta ting soi déu tron nhin. P&n day t6i da biét

N
1

manh khoe do la gi.
“Ménh khée gi vay?”
“Nhiét.”

“Nhigt w?”



“Day cung cdu tao ti polyethylen mat do cao. Tuy c6 dd bén co hoc,
nhwng kha nang chju nhiét kém. N6i cach khac, nung chdy cho dén khi dut
la cach nhanh nha't. Vy dung cach gi d€ tao nhiét?” Yukawa v¢i tay 187y
soi day dién d€ & géc ban thi nghiém. O dau diy gén mot que kim loai dai
khodng nim xing-ti-mét. “Dung cdi niy. Ciu cé nhé thit gdn & dau diy nay
khong?”

Bi hoi vay nhwng Kusanagi khong tai nao nhé ra, nén chi bié€t nghiéng
dau.

“Cau ciing thd'y & xwdng co khi Yajima roi ma? Mo han dwoc st dung
d€ 1am binh dyng nuwde tdy riva kinh chin gié 6 to. Py 12 md han da dwoc
cit ngin.”

“A.” Anh dd nhé ra. D6 1a cdi mdy Tanaka st dung. Yukawa ding kim
kep vao phan cén cia md han, roi cho né cham nhe vao day cung dang kéo
cang.

“Yajima Tadaki chic chin da chuah bi mot cong cu don gidn d€ cd” dinh
mod han & trang thdi nay. Nhwng hom nay t6i gitt nhw th€ nay. Pang 1€ t6i
phai chuan bi cd dong h'0¢ hen gior, nhwng chang con tay d€ bé nira, nén
ching ta s€ dung dong h'6 hen gior Kusanagi nhé!”

“Pong h'6 hen gio’ Kusanagi?”

“Khi nao tdi ra hiéu, thi cdu cam day dién ndi voi mo han vao 6 cam.”

Theo 1€nh cta Yukawa, Kusanagi cam phich cam cta ddy dién 1én, dirng
san bén canh O cam.

“Nguy hi€m day. BPung c6 lai gan ciy cung nhé! Nhwng hay nhin cho
that ky!”

“Bi€troi.”

“Nao, chuan bi. Bat cong tac!”



Hiéu 1énh vwra ca't 1én, Kusanagi 1ién cam day dién vao 0 cam.

Ngay lap tirc, md han trong tay Yukawa doé ruc 1én. Gidng véi mau anh
trong thdy & xwdong co khi Yajima.

“DAay cung sip dirt!” Yukawa hét 1én.

Ngay sau d6, mdt ti€ng lach cach vang 1€n, cay cung va ma-no-canh chi
chuyén dong trong chdc lat. Day cung cho dén ban nay con kéo cang da bi
dirt ma't mot phéan, ri dau xudng. DAy cung con lai th& chd, kéo cing siét
c0 ma-no-canh.

“Ping r&i mét! Van con ti€p da’y.” Yukawa néi. Mo han van tiép tuc tda
nhiét. Nhiét d0 nay khi€n cho day cung con lai tan chady.

Cung v&i mot Am thanh chét chda, cAy cung nhdy bin trén ban thi
nghiém. Cung lic d6, diy cung bi dit bay 1én khong trung. Pau day chay
khong ngrng, ngon Itra trong nhw dang nhay mda.

“Tat cong tdc, Kusanagi!”

Bi Yukawa hdi thic, Kusanagi cu6ng cu'ong rut phich cam. Yukawa can
than dem mo han con néng d&€n bon rira tay.

“Po6 1a ban chat ctia qua cau lra a?” Kusanagi 1am bam. “Vay ra dém
tred'c hdm xay ra vu an, Yajima da lam thi nghiém Ian cudi cung. Va canh
tworng do da bi ¢ bé Akiho trong thdy u?”

“Chac chan dau day cung chdy la tha pham gay ra vét sém trén tham.
Thém ntra,” Yukawa néi r'oi chi tay vao c0 con ma-no-canh, “ciu nhin cai
nay di!”

Nhin chd Yukawa chi, Kusanagi khé cdm than. Trén c& ma-no-canh dé€
lai vét tray sic gon. D6 khong phai vét siét cd binh thwong.



“Nhw cdu thdy dd’y, khi ddy cung th nha't bi dirt, khong con thir gi can
tré lwe cda ciy cung nira, nén cay cung s€ giwong thealng ra. Lyc nay khién
ddy cung quan quanh c& ma-no-canh 1ap tirc bi kéo cing. Ma sat dé tao
thanh vét tray xwdc nay.”

“P¢6 chinh 1a nguyén nhan gay ra v€t thwong trén cd Yajima a?”

Kusanagi ng6i xuéng cdi gh& bén canh. Ta't ca manh ghép da dworc chap
nd1 lai.

“Thé& nao ha canh sat Kusanagi?” Yukawa hoi. Anh né nu cwei noi khée
moi, han 1a vi man nguyén v&i két thic cua thi nghiém.

“Nhung & hién treong ¢ thd'y manh khée nay dau.”

“Pwong nhién dong pham da x& Iy gon gang r6i. Nhin thi twdng la
ménh khée phtrc tap, nhung lai khong kénh cing cho 1dm. K& ca ciy cung
nay, n€u thao roi thanh ba phian, thi ¢6 the' cd't gon vao trong tdi thé thao.”

“Nghia 1a c6 d6ng pham u?”

“Chéc vay. X4c sud't phai d&n 99,9 phan trim.”

Bao suy nghi quan quanh trong dau Kusanagi. Néu dén khach san d6
vao ban dém, rii ro bj bét giip khong nhiéu. Hay 12 Yajima Tadaki va dong
pham da thong nhit chd gidu chia khéa tw tredc? Pong pham tim thay
chia khéa, hién ngang di vao trong phong. Sau d4, vira can trong hét mirc
de€ khong cham vao thi th€, vira thu don td't cd manh khée. N&u cir thé” ma
cam di thi sé& tro’ troi cdi tdi th€ thao rdng, nén hin md&i phai nhét may
quyén tai liéu minh dem theo vao trong tui.

“Vay dong pham la Takako a?” Kusanagi noi.

“Cau nghi th&€ sao?” Yukawa hoi.

“To61 doan sai a?”



“T6i nghi Yajima Tadaki khong néi k& hoach nay cho vo biét. Thuwong
thi ngwoi ta nghi vor s€ ngan can.”

“Né&u the” thi 1a ngwoi dan 6ng d6 v?” Guwong mat Sakai Yoshiyuki hién
1€n trong tdm tri anh.

“C6 th€ 1am. Viéc 6ng ta c6 chirng cr ngoai pham hoan hao hon ba't cir
ai ngwore lai cang dang ngo'.”

“Pueee roi!” Kusanagi dieng day. “Yukawa, cau c6 th€' lam lai thi nghiém
nay cho cac sé€p cua td6i xem khong?”

“Néu can thi chi con ciach ds.”

“Chac chan la ¢can roi.” Kusanagi chay nhw bay vé phia ctra.



6.

Thanh tra Mamiya cling phai tram tr'6é kinh ngac v&i bao cdo ciia Kusanagi.
Khong riéng gi 6ng, nhirng di€u tra vién khac cling dwo'c mot phen chan
dong. Canh sit nhanh chéng di€u tra lai lich cua Yajima Tadaki. K&t qua
ding nhw nhtrng gi Yukawa khéng dinh, anh ta c¢6 khodng mwoi nam theo
dudi mon bén cung, tr h'6i con di hoc. Va lai, khi do hdi cdc cita hang ban
cung tén trong thanh phd’, ho nim dwoc anh ta tirng mua vat liéu d€ 1am day
cung.

Goi la thu hoach thi chi ¢6 bay nhiéu doé thoi. Ch§ng tim thay vat chirng
nao cho th@y thi nghiém ctia Yukawa da dworc thye hién tai khéach san.

Puwong nhién trong xwdng co khi Yajima cé ddy du dung cu d¢€ ti€n
hanh thi nghiém. M6 han, d6ng h'd hen gio, roi diy dién. Nhung viéc
ching dworc tap hop & d6, khong cé nghia la ching da dwoc st dung.

Thoi gian troi di trong vo ich, cdc diéu tra vién van ding ngdi khong
yén.

Khoang mdt thang sau vu an, Kusanagi ghé tham phong nghién ctru ctia
Yukawa. Py ciling 1la chuyén ghé tham dau tién k€ tw lic anh chirng kién
thi nghi€ém do.

“Vay Ia vy an roi vao mé cung roi a?” Yukawa néi sau khi nghe
Kusanagi k€.

“N6i1 ding hon, ching t61 d2 xong nhiém vuy. Viéc con lai s€ ban giao
cho phia doi hai.”

“Ra vdy. Tirc 12 mdt vu da thanh Itra ddo tién bdo hi€m 4?” Mit Yukawa
van ddn chit vao man hinh mdy tinh. Kusanagi chang hi€u nhing hinh 4dnh
phirc tap hién thi trén d6 1a gi. “Khong tim tha’y cdy cung ding khong?”



“Chi tim thd'y hdp dung trong nha kho cua gia dinh Yajima thoi. Cai
quan trong 13 cdy cung thi lai khong cdnh ma bay. Chic tay Sakai d6 da tiéu
hily r'6i. Trén ciy cung c6 1€ van con dd'u vét ciia manh khée.”

“B&i Ong ta biét néu la cac cdu, han s€ diéu tra ky dé€n marc d6.” V& mat
Yukawa dang néi rang chang c6 gi ba't ngo'.

“Préu t6i khong hi€u trong vu nay la vé Yajima Takako. C6 that chi ta
khong dinh ddng d&€n vu ty sat cia Tadaki khong?”

Cénh sat da diéu tra can k& v€ Takako. Nhwng chaalng tim thdy noi mot
s vi€c nao cho thay chi ta dinh liu dé€n vu 4n.

“Khong dinh déng truc tiép ding khong? Nhung ching phai c6 thé néi la
chi ta c6 cong Ion hay sao?”

“Cong 1on w?” Kusanagi nhin gwong mat nghiéng nghiéng ctia Yukawa.
“Y cau la sao?”

Yukawa xoay gh€’, quay vé phia Kusanagi.

“T6i cho rang Yajima Tadaki khong k& cho vo nghe vé k& hoach nay.
No6i vay, nhwng khong phai chi ta khong biét gi. Trong bd dang cia Yajima
va Sakai, han chi ta cling 1o mo’ doan ra dwore chir.”

“Chi ta bi€t ch'0ng sé ty sat d€' 18y tién bao hi€ém a?”

“Céau dinh no6i 1a bi€t ma sao chi ta khong ngan can ding khong? Chéng
phai vi chi ta cling bi don dé€n bwdc dwong cung, d&n mirc khdong lam noi

viéc do hay sao?”

Kusanagi khong phan bac dwoc Yukawa. Theo canh sat diéu tra dworc,
xwdng cor khi Yajima dang & trong trang thai gidy chét.

“Nguwoc lai, chi ta, bing mdt hinh thitc ndo d6 di c& gop sirc cho k&
hoach danh cwgc mang s6ng cia chong minh. P6 chinh 1a ching ¢ ngoai



pham kia.” Yukawa ndi ti€p. “Theo 1oi cu k€, chi ta da tao chirng cir ngoai
pham & ba noi nhi.”

“Ping vay. Dau tién la ctra hang quan do tré em, ti€p dén 1a quan ca
phé, cudi cling 1a ctra hang @6 an dwéi ting ham.”

“Cau nght tai sao lai chia lam ba noi1?”
“Pé6la vi...”
Kusanagi ngéc ngit. Anh chua tirng nghi theo huéng d6.

“Suy luan cua t6i nhw sau. Chi ta khong bi€t ch'dong minh dinh ty sit vao
ldc ndo. Chéc chi biét khodng thoi gian Sakai Yoshiyuki tao ching ci
ngoai pham thoi. Viéc nay sé kéo dai bon dé€n nam ti€ng dong hd, nén néu
chi di mot chd thi khong da.”

“Chuyén la thé"a?”
“Con mét 1y do nwa.”

Yukawa gio’ ngén tay trd 1€n. “Chi ta ¢6” chon khoang thoi gian khong ¢6
chirng ¢ ngoai pham that chi ti€t. Cac cdu wdc tinh thoi gian Yajima
Tadaki t& vong tr 5 dé€n 7 gior chiéu d€ diéu tra chirng clr ngoai pham. Nén
chi ta khong da dong gi d€n chuyén & quan ca phé. Muc dich cta chj ta la
tam hwdng sy tinh nghi cia canh sat vé phia minh. N&u bj hoi vé chirng cir
ngoai pham sau 7 gio t&i, chi ta chic chin s& gidu chuyén & ctra hang d'o
an.”

“Hoba ra chi ta chd dinh sau khi ddnh lac hwéng canh sat chan r'oi moi
ba't chgt nhé ra chirng ¢t ngoai pham a?”

“Cau khong nghi minh da chui vao céi by chi ta giing ra a?” D6i mét
sau cdp kinh cua Yukawa thodng l6e 1én vé nham hiém.



“T6i khong pha nhan diéu d6.” Kusanagi thang thdn thira nhan. “Néu
khong bi chi ta dit mii, c6 1& ching t6i da nghi theo hwdng khéc. Tdi cam
giac cudc di€u tra so’ by da bi ro1 tung r61 mu.”

Pon ctr nhw viée tim nhén chirng. Cac diéu tra vién dinh tim nhan chirng
trong tha’y ké kha nghi & quanh khéach san trong khoang thoi gian tir 6 dén
7 gio t6i. Nhwng viéc d6 chang c¢6 tich sy gi. B&i ké ¢6ng pham Sakai doi
dén dém hdém d6 mdi ra tay.

“Chiting t6i da bi choi mot v6™ dau diéng.”

“0, thi ciing ¢6 sao d4u.” Yukawa binh than néi. “Toi ¢Au troi khan phat
cho ho binh an vd sy nhan dwoce ti€n bao hieém. Du vu ty sat d6 xay ra khi
chra day mot nam, nhwng viéc gia dinh Yajima mat di try cOt la sy thuc
ma.”

“Nhung day 1a pham t61.”

“C¢ 1€ 1a vi pham quy dinh. Nhung con s& mdt nam thi c6 y nghia gi?”

Kusanagi khong nghi ra ciu trd loi nao thoa dang cho cau hédi Yukawa
dat ra. Anh chi c6 th€ n6i da 1a luat thi phai tuan theo.

Pung lic dé. Dién thoai di dong cia anh reo vang. Anh 18y ra xem thi
tha’y Makita goi. Cau ta bdo tin mgt vu an khac.

“To61 xua't tran day.”
“L’an toi deng mang vu dn nao dén day nira nhé!”

B4 lai cau né6i cua Yukawa sau lung, Kusanagi ra khoi phong.



Chuong 5
TIEN TRI



1.

Ban an bay bién thinh soan, mén chinh 1a hai san. Shizuko chéng ma’y khi
ch& bién thit, chic bdi cod khong thich. Minemura Hidekazu mang chai
vang trang vi thanh mat d&n day, c6 1& do biét s& thich clia c6. Naoki rat
ung di€ém nay cda cdu ta. Tan tdm v&i nhitng di€u nho nhit, gidi thy co’ tng
bién. Lim ldc hin nghi ciu ta 1am k¥ sw ding 12 udng phi tai ning.

“Thay bdo rwou Sur Lie lam tir nho thu hoach s¢m, nén c6 mdt chut
hwong vi tré trung. Ma em chi nghe vy thoéi, ch thit ra lo mo’ 18m a.”
Minemura giai thich vé chai rwou minh mang d&n. Hén thira biét ciu ta
dang can trong hé&t mic d€ viéc giang giai ki€n thiwc khong khi€n cho
ngwoi nghe thd’y khé chiu.

“Hwong vi diu nhe, ngon that anh nhi!” Shizuko cdm ly rwowu trén tay,
quay sang Naoki nhe mudn tim ki€m d6ng minh. U hin gt dau. Thd thuec,
hén chang phan biét dwoc sy khac nhau ciia cic loai rieou vang. Han khodi
reoru Nhat hon.

Minemura 13 dan em cda Naoki hoi dai hoc. Cau ta kém hén ba tudi,
cung sinh hoat trong ciu lac bd thuyén budm. Cé diéu hai ngwoi hoc khoa
khac nhau, Naoki hoc khoa kinh t€’, con Minemura theo khoa ky thuat. Ho
khong gin b6 keo son tir h6i d6. Mang tiéng 12 cu lac bo thuyén budm
nhung goi 1a hdi nhom th€ thao thi ding hon. Gitra dan anh va dan em ludn
t6n tai mot birc twrong vo6 hinh ngan cach.

Tinh cdm xwa dwoc ndi lai khi Minemura vao lam tai cong ty ciia Naoki.
Naoki tre thudc phong Truyén thong, con Minemura dau quan cho phong
Phat triéh san phdm, dd trong cong viéc chang m&y khi va cham, nhung
gitra ho cé di€m chung 1a thuyén budm. Naoki tau dwgec thuyén riéng ngay
sau khi ra treong, mot nam vai Tan cing chié€n htru dong bu'dm ra khoi, gio
lai c6 thém mot cAp dudi dang tin cdy, nén tha’y vitng tim 14m.



Mudi nim troi qua, mdi quan hé van dwore vun dip. Vai ngay trudce khi
ra khoi, Minemura s€ d€n nha Naoki ban v€ chuyén di. TO1 nay cau ta cing
dén vi ly do d6. Tién th€ moi cdu ta thwedng thiec tai nghé nd'u nwdng cua
vor minh 1a sy bi€t on theo cach ri€ng ctia Naoki.

Lic chai regu Minemura dem dén sap can, dién thoai di ddng d€ trén tu
dung ly réo inh 6i.

“0 kia, anh Sugawara c6 dién thoai.” Minemura noi.

“Thé& ha? Cé viéc gi ma goi vao gio’ nay nhi?” Naoki dirng day, nhung
khong voi 18y dién thoai ngay. Mot dy cdm chang lanh lwdt qua. Hin thay
buc boi ban than, sao lai bA't cah khong tit ngudn dién thoai chit.

Dién thoai van réo lién hdi. Khong nghe mdy thi th& nao Shizuko va
Minemura cting sinh nghi. Cwc chang da, Naoki danh nha’c may 1€n nghe.

“Vang,alo.”

Hin hit mdt hoi that siu, ling nghe giong phu nit thin quen vang trén
dién thoai: “Em day.”

“A, chao anh.” Dy cam cta han da ding. Naoki quay lung vEé phia hai
ngwoi ¢ ban an.

“Anh dang & dau thé?”
“Khong, téi dang ban ti€p khach, tdi s€ goi lai sau a.”

Nguwoi phu nir & dau day bén kia cwoi phd 1én trede dién xudt cla
Naoki. “Anh dang & nha chi gi?”

“Vang. Cho nén tdi s& goi lai cho anh sau a. Mong anh thiz 16i.” Hin néi
lién thodng, toan dip mdy ludn.

“Purng c6 dap may da’y! Anh ma dip may em sé goi thém vai Ian ntra.
Ciing dirng hong tit dién thoai. Goi di dong khong dworc em s& goi d&n nha



anh. Em bi€t s6’ ma.”

Toan than Naoki néng ran. Hanh x& ctia nang r6 rang khac moi khi.

“Véng, t6i hi€u a. Vay phién anh cho’ mot 1at.”

Naoki van dp dién thoai trén tai, roi mé ctra, di ra hanh lang. Hén c&’
khong nhin Shizuko va Minemura, vi khong bi€t nén trung ra vé mait gi
trede ho.

Hén chui vao phong k& bén. Pay 14 phong 1am viéc cta hén.

“Rot cudc l1a chuyén gi vay? Pung lam kho anh chir!” Naoki néi sau khi
ng 01 phich xudng ghé’.

“Sao anh lai khd' s&? Anh mudn gidu chuyén vé em dén thé sao?”
“Em hi€u chuyén chiit di. Vo anh dang & ngay bén canh.”
Nghe dén day, ngwoi phu nir bat ra ti€ng “4 a” ¢6 vé ngac nhién.

“Anh da htra s€ n6i chuyén vé em v&i v anh ding khong? Vay thi d€
cho chi ta bi€t dwoc ro1 do.”

“Anh noi 1a sé€ lya thoi dieém thich hop con gi? Nhirng chuyén thé nay
rat quan trong thoi dieém.”

“Anh ldc nao ciing n6i the. Em nghe d&€n nham ca tai roi.”
“Tém lai, mai anh s€ goi cho em. Pwgc chwa?”

“Khong dwore.” Nang dap cau gon 16n.

Naoki len 1én budng ti€ng thd dai.

“Co6 gi ma khong dwoc?”



“Em ma't long tin & anh r'6i. Anh c6 that long mudn chia tay vor khong
day? Cr lng khing mai thé nay em khong tin cling phai thoi.”

“Anh khong Itra em d4u. Bo cdi trd hon doi nhw con nit d6 di!” Naoki
khé thi thao. Hén lo Shizuko va Minemura & phong bén nghe thay.

“Gio’ anh n6i ludn di!”

(‘Hé()”

“N6i chuyén vé em voi vor anh.”

“Pirng doi hdi vo 19! Kiéu gi thi kidu anh s& néi sém thdi.”

“Cai gi vo 1y?” Giong nang day kich dong. “Lic nao cling so'm thoi,
som th6i. ROt cudc em phdi dgi bao 1au nira thi anh m&i vwra long? Em

khong doii ntra dau. Nén mai phai goi dién thoai thé nay.”

“Em thwra bi€t 1a c¢6 hdi thic anh cling vo ich ma.” Naoki doi sang giong
van nai.

“Né&u anh khong néi dwoee thi d€ em. Anh dwa dién thoai cho vor di!”

“Nhw vay dau c6 duoc. Thoi dwgre roi. Mai gdp nhau néi chuyén dang
hoang nhé! Em mu6n gap & dau?”

V¢é phan minh, Naoki mu6n thoat khoi tinh hudng nay cang som cang
tot. Nhuwng nang dirt khoat khong nghe.

“P¢ vo anh nghe may di!”
“Purng c6 ngd ngan!”

“Anh nghi em néi nhirng loi nay d€ duia a?”



“Nhwng 1o rang em dang ma't binh tinh ding khong? Phai d€ cho dau 6¢
tinh tao da!”

Nghe dén day nang 1ap tirc im bat trong chd'c lat. P& véi Naoki ma néi,
s im lang nay qua la dang so'.

“Pang 1€ anh nén that long v&i em.” Giong nang tram xudng.

“Y em la sao?”

“Anh dang & trong phong minh ding khong? Anh m¢& rém ra xem nao!”
“Cai gi?”

“Em bdo anh m@ rém ra. Hay anh khong mu6n nhin thdy ban mdt em
lic nay?”

Cam gidc bat an vut qua tim Naoki. Ngwoi dan ba nay dang nghi cai
quéi gi khong biét.

Hdn veon tay, ndm vao mép tdm rem. R'01 kéo tdm rem sang mot bén.

Hinh danh mot tdoa chung cw hién 1€n trwdec mét h&n, hin nhin tha’y ban
cong clia cin hd d6i dién. TAm rém gén trén ctra s& clia cin hd d6 ciing mé
toang hodc. Trong cin hd, ngwdi phu nit dirng quay miit vé phia hin. Thi
nang cam trén tay hin 13 dién thoai di dOng.

“Chuyén nay r6t cudc la th€ nao?”” han hai.

“Néu anh khong that 1ong thi em ciing chuan bi tinh thén réi.” Dut loi,
nang lui vé phia sau.

Bén d6 c6 mot gia treo quan 4o bang &ng sit. Gid dang treot, nén c6 thé
diéu chinh do cao, c6 vé &ng dd dwoc chinh cao hét c. Trén gid ching treo
bd quan 4o nao. Nhin thdy thir dang dung dwa trén gia, Naoki nin the. D6
12 mot soi diy, dau diy budc thit nit hinh tron.



“Nay, em tinh lam gi th&™?”

Nhwng nang khong tra 1oi. Chi tréo 1én trén vat gi d6 ké duoi gia. Ti€p
d6 nang ngoanh mat vé phia Naoki, roi dwa co qua thong long.

“Nay, Fuyuko!” Naoki goi tén nang. “DPua viy khong hay dau!”
“Em khong dua! Em da bao chuan bj tinh than roi ma.
“Duwrng lai di em! Pwrng lam chuyén ngu xuan.”

“N&u mudn ngan can, xin hay nghe thinh cau cia em.”

“Anh hi€u r'6i. Anh s€ thd nhin v&i ve. Trong mdt ngay gan diy anh
nha't dinh s€ néi. Thé nén em dwng nghi chuyén dai dét.”

“Em khong tin loi anh nira. Anh chuyén mdy cho vo ngay bay gio di!
Em s& c& hét strc d€ bay té ndi 1ong ctia minh v&i vor anh.”

“Tha cho anh di ma! Sao phai de doa anh th& nay? Giay vo anh em vui
1&m 47"

“Anh thi sao? Kho dau anh giy ra cho em bao nhi€u lau nay, anh tinh thé&’
nao? Em khong chiu dwoc nira. Tha chét di con hon.”

“Xin 16i. Anh c6 16i v&i em. Cho nén, em dung.”
“Goi vor anh dén day!”

“Bay gio thi khdng dwgrc.”

“Tai sao lai khong duoc?”

“Tai vi anh khong c6 lya chon.”

“Vinh bi€t anh.”



Hin nhin thAy nang nhay khoi buc. C4i gid treo quan do lic Iw nghiéng
nga.

“Oi khong, Fuyuko!” Naoki gao thét. “Nay, nay Fuyuko!”

Hin khong nghe thdy gi trén dién thoai nira. Hin nhin chong choc vao
bén trong can phong phia ddi dién. Co thé nang lo’ Ittng gitra phong. Pau
do guc veé phia tredce, hai tay budng thong. Trong khong gidng nhw dang
dong kich.

Khodnh khéc ti&p theo, hin nghe tha'y ti€ng ai d6 chay huynh huych trén
hanh lang. Ti€p do6 l1a ti€ng gob ctra ram ram.

“Anh Sugawara, anh m& cira ra mot chit dwgc khong a? Lon chuyén
roi.” Giong cua Minemura vong dén.

Poi mai khong thd’y Naoki trd 101, Minemura bén t¢ m& ctra ra. Thay
dién thoai trong tay Naoki, vé mat cau ta thodng do du.

“Oi, em xin 16i. Anh vin dang goi dién thoai a?”
“Khong. To61 xong ro1.” Naoki tdt cude goi.

“Khinh khing qua anh a. Cé ngwoi phu nv ty t¢ & cdn nha doi dién
day.” Poi mit Minemura dd ngau.
“Cau trong thdy a?”

“Vang. Em vo tinh nhin ra ngoai ctra sO thi thdy canh twong d6.” No6i
dén day hinh nhw Minemura nhén ra ctra s6 phong nay dang m& hé rém.

“Anh Sugawara cting tha’y roi a?”

N
(‘O’ 29
.



“Chting ta nén bdo canh sat nhi. Em nghi ngoai ching ta ra, khong c6 ai
trong tha’y dau a.”

“Khong, chd chiit da!” Tha'y Minemura sip stra ra ngoai, Naoki lién
ngan lai. “Shizuko thi sao?”

“Vor anh ciing thay a. Chj &y s6c 1im. Gi& c6 18 dang ndm nghi trén
sofa.”

“Thé& 47" Naoki cin mdi. Bao nhiéu suy nghi dang cudn trao trong dau
hin. T4t cd 124 mdt mé hdn loan. Sdp x&p ching khong phai chuyén don
gian.

“Anh Sugawara, em bdo canh sat nhé!”

“Poi da!l” Naoki xoe ban tay phai ngén lai. “T6i dang qua lai v&i nguoi
phu nr dé.”

“Anh nd1 sao?” Minemura tron tron mat.

“Gio khodng ¢6 thoi gian d€ giai thich cu the s tinh, tém lai 1a nhw vay.
Thé& nén ban ndy c6 ta m&i goi dién cho t6i. Con doa néu t6i khdng thi
nhan chuyén vung trom v&i vor thi s€ chét. Toi cir twdng cd ta doa sudng
thoi.”

“R0i cO ta ty tir that a?”

“Chuyén la vy da’y.” Naoki gat dau. Bao strc lyc trong ngwoi bi rit hét
ca.

“Khong thé€' nao...?” C6 vé ngodn tir cia Minemura cling bay bi€n hét.
Naoki dwa hai tay 6m dau.

“Chét do’! Néu canh sat diéu tra can hd cda co ta, thé nao chflng biet 1y
do cd ta ty t&e. N&u vay cong ty ciling s€ phat hién ra.”



“Em hi€u r'6i. Anh Sugawara, tam thoi em ¢ qua d6 xem thé nao da.
Puwa c6 ta d€n bénh vién bi€t dau lai gitv dworc tinh mang. Thoéi em qua do
nhé!”

“Chaamg bié€t ctru dwgrc khong ntra.” Naoki ba't lwc dap lai. Cau néi cia
Minemura nhen 1én cho hén tia hy vong mong manh, nhung béng t3i bao
trim tred'c mat van con nguyén do.

“Em khong bi€t. Nhwng chi con cach dé thoi ding khong a?”

“Cau noi dung. Vay phién ciu qua do6 giup to1.”

“Em hi€u roi. Em sé bdo két qua ngay.”

“Chia khoa ¢ day.” Naoki mé ngan kéo ban, 12y cdi chia khda ca't bén
trong. Nhung Minemura 13c dau.

“Ty y xOng vao khong hay a. Vin nén nho quan ly chung cv mé cira
giip.”

“O), cau nodi phai.” Minemura néi ding.

Minemura roii khéi phong, nhwng khong ra phong khach ma di thaalng ra
sanh. Hin khong biét ciu ta néi gi v6i Shizuko.

Naoki nhin chi€c chia khoéa trong tay minh. Chi€c chia khéa mang t&i
con 4c mong.



2.

Seto Fuyuko la nhan vién ntr lam viéc tai dai 1y quang cdo. Naoki quen
nang khi cong ty hén trién khai chién dich thic day doanh s& ban hang cho
san pham m@i. P6 1a chuyén cia mot nam trede. Dang vé nang khodac trén
ngudi bd com-1é cé thiét k& cirng nhéc, tdic phong 1am viéc nhanh thoin
thodt hién 1én that troi m&i trong mét Naoki. Xung quanh hén, ching c6
ngwoi phu nir nao coi trong sy nghiép dién hinh nhw nang ca.

MG&i tinh chdm né tir nhirng cudc goi cia Naoki. Sau vai Ian dn udng
cung nhau, ca hai nhanh chéng ti€n dé€n quan hé th€ xac. Quang thoi gian
bén nhau, nang da the hién nhirng khia canh rat nr tinh cda minh. C6 lic
nang thot ra nhirng 1o ghen ghét, thi thoang lai lam minh lam may y nhw
nhirng ¢6 gai m&i 1on. Nhirng khac biét so v&i ldc lam viée clia nang ting
khién Naoki bdi rdi, vé sau lai thu hit hdn. Cudi ciing hin mé nang nhuw
diéu do.

Vo hin, Shizuko thi hién lanh va diém tinh, nhw mot c6 hoc sinh gioi,
nha't nhat viéc gi cling phdi chu toan. Trong hoan canh nao, cd ciing nghi
cho ch'dng con trieére tién. Hin thich tinh c4ch d6, nén méi 14y ¢d 1am vo,
nhu’ng nam thang qua di, gio’ hin lai chdn ngdy sw can trong thai qua cda
c6. Han thay nguoi tinh nhw thay do. Nhung chang c¢60 md1 tinh nao bén
lau. Chwa k€ vai cudc tinh mot dém nwra.

Nhung véi Fuyuko thi khdc. Han tim thd'y niém hanh phiic trong khodng
thdi gian & bén nang. Chang ma’y sau d6, hén lai tham lam mudn & bén
nang tron doi tron ki€p. Nhwng cdm xic ma xui quy khi€n nay veé sau lai
tré thanh ndi An han caa hin.

Vung trom dwoc ntra ndm, Fuyuko cé thai. D6 1a cai gid phai trd cho
man miy mwa khong dung bién phdp trdnh thai, cling bdi men rrou din
161, hin ty huyén hoic ring “Cudi ngwdi phu nit nay ciing khong sao.” Biét
chuyén nang mang thai, Ian d4u tién hin tha'y hodng h'én. Hin khong th& d&



nang sinh dira bé ra. Ping 12 hin ting c6 suy nghi cudi nang, nhung chua
hé chuan bj tinh than lam dréu do.

“Trwdc sau gi anh cling chia tay vor, em chiu khoé doi dén lic d6 nhé!”

Hin ciing thot ra cAu cira miéng ciia bao gi dan 6ng khdn don khi thu
don tan cudc ngoai tinh. Quan trong 1a phai bo cdi thai da. Chuyén sau do
thi d€ sau d6 tinh, hin nghi vay.

Nhuwng méy clu van vé d6 con khuya mdi thuyét phuc dwgc Seto
Fuyuko. Sau khi giai quyé’t cai thai, nang bit dAu cé nhirng hanh dong
khi¢n Naoki hdt hoang. Bing cich nio d6, nang chuyen dén toa chung cw
do1 dién nha hin. Hon nira, ctta s6 nha hin nhin thang vao can ho do.

“Tién thué€ nha dat qua, nén chung cw dé chang c¢é ma nao thué ca, nhiéu
can con trong lam. C6 diéu can d6é con trong ding la may man. Em cam
teong nhw dinh ménh sap dat vay.”

Naoki nhé lai dang vé han hoan dé cta Fuyuko. Thit nang dwa hén lic
Ay 12 chiéc chia khéa hin dang cam trén tay. Pan 6ng nao ciing thdy birc
bd1i khi ngwoi tinh & qua gan. Khdng ding lai & d6, Fuyuko con gy stec ép
dd duwong cho Naoki. Nang bam theo Shizuko di mua sdm, c6 lic lai goi
dién cho hin d& néi cau gon 16n “T&i nay anh nhim rwou v&i cd bon ding
khong?” R6i lic Naoki va Shizuko séng do6i di dao, nang s€ ¢ tinh di tw
huwdng ngroc lai, cham vao tay hin khi ho lwét qua nhau. Mot Tan no,
Naoki v6 thirc nhin ra ngoai ctra s0, thd’y nang dang dung dng nhom quan
sat minh.

Né€u hdn dem chuyén nay ra phan nan, y nhw rang nang s€ van lai.

“L0i tai anh d4y. C6 em & bén roi con sdng v&i vor mai. Em mudn quay
ray anh da’y. Vi em yéu anh, nén khong nhan nhin dvoc.”

Dan dan Naoki thdy so' Fuyuko. N&u nhim mét 1am ngo, khong hiéu
nang s€ gay ra nhirng chuyén gi.



“Anh dang nung ndu y dinh bd roi em phai khong?” Thi thoang nang
th6't ra loi d6 khi ca hai dang man n'dng. “Né&u anh c¢6 y dinh d6 thi hay néi
cho em ngay nhé! Em s€ roi bd anh. Nhung anh dirng mong dwore yén on.
Em s€ tung hé tat tat chuyén vé anh cho moi ngwoi xung quanh. K€ ca
ngwoi ciia cong ty em, hay cong ty anh. Pwong nhién cd vor anh nira. Sau
d6, em s€ doi tién bdi thwong. B&i anh da thé thdt s€ cwdi em lam vor ma.
Em bi€t mot ludt sw ra't cao tay. Anh cir chuan bi tinh théan di.”

Vé mit nang khi n6i nhirng loi nay sao ma giéng loai yéu ma quy quai.
Naoki thd’y con lanh chay doc s6ng lwng, 161 rit thanh minh: “Anh khong
h€ c6 suy nghi do.”

Gan day, ¢t hé ra 12 hdn nghi phai gidi quyé&t so'm thdi. Hin cim gidc sy
chiu dung cia Fuyuko da dén gi¢i han. “Nhwng...” Naoki vwa trin tr6i
nhin cdi chia khéa vira nghi. Hin khong ngo nang lai 1am nhw the nay.

Mot thir gi d6 chuyén ddng trong cin hd ciia Fuyuko lot vao tAm mét
hin. Naoki lom lom chia 4nh nhin vé phia d6. Piing ldc mot nguwdi dan dng
trung nién la mat rén rén budc vao trong. Minemura dieng sau lwng Ong ta.
Ngwoi dan 6ng mac bd ¢6 mau xanh tim than trong nhw dong phuc. C6 1€
Ong ta la quan 1y chung cu.

Hai ngwoi chdm rai x6 dO gid treo quén 4o, ha co the Fuyuko lor Iitng
trén d6 xudng da't. Do ban cong che khud't tdm nhin, nén chuyén sau do6 ra
sao, Naoki khong thdy r6. Nhwng rat nhanh sau d6, ngwoi quan ly ding
ddy, m& ctra bwdc ra ngoai. Vé mat 6ng ta vo cling nghiém trong.

Ti€p d6 dén lwgt Minemura dirng ddy. Cau ta ap dién thoai trén tai, quay
mat vé phia Naoki. Di€n thoai cia Naoki réo vang. Hén 4 nit nghe, khong
dori Minemura 1én tiéng di s6t sang hoi, “Tinh hinh thé nao r6i?”

“Em ciing khong 15, nhung chic hét dwong ctru van roi anh a. Co ta
khong thé cling khdng ¢6 mach dip.” Giong Minemura u 4m. Hin tha’y ciu

ta lac dau trong can ho doi dién.

(‘Véy ?a?”



“Nguoi quan 1y vira lién lac véoi bénh vién va canh sat roi.”

“T6i hi€u roi. Xin 16i cAu nhé!”

“Khong c6 gi a. VAy em nén lam gi v&i rém cira a?”

“Reém ctra u?”

“P& rem ma ¢6 dwoe khong a?”

“A, khong, cau dong rem giap td1.”

“Em hi€u roéi.”

Hin trong thad'y Minemura déng rém sau khi dip mdy. Naoki thé dai mot
hoi ndo né roi deng diy. Co’ th€ han nang nhw chi. Han mudn ctr thé nay
lan ma't tam. Nhwng han khong th€ lam th€’. Viéc canh sat tim dén day chi
con la van deé thoi gian. Minemura that tha nhe d&€m, chac chan s€ khong
noéi ddi canh sat.

Trude ldc d6, c6 mot viéc han phai 1am. Han ra khéi phong, d&€n phong
khach. Minemura n6i dung, Shizuko dang ng61 trén sofa. Mét ¢c6 xanh nhw
tau 14.

“Anh o1i, ¢ toa chung cw d6i dién.”

“Anh biét roi.” Naoki ¢& diéu hoa hoi thé. Nhwng chi thd’y mdi ldc mot
kho thé thém. Han néi trong nhip théd gap gap. “Thuyc ra anh c6 chuyén nay

mudn néi vori em.”

Hinh nhw Shizuko nudt nwde bot.
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Mot cau chuyén la lung, nhung chwa d&n mirc goi la vu an, diéu tra vién
Oda nghi. Chi it cling khong phai m6t vu 4n mang. Mgt a dan ba dau 6c
khong binh thwong ty t& d€ tréu tirc nhan tinh, chuyén chi c6 vay théi. TO
giam dinh két luan khong c¢6 di€ém gi kha nghi, chwa k& con cé nhan chirng
muc s& thi thoi khéc ¢6 ta tw ti.

Chi c6 mot di€m anh thic méc, 4y 12 mdt trong hai nhan chitng chinh Ia
nhan tinh clia ¢d ta, nhung lai ¢6 ngwdi thit ba l1am chiéng ring hin & nha
vao ldc d6. Nén c6 the khang dinh hin khong c6 kha ning ra tay.

Du vay diéu tra 1a kém theo x4c nhan, canh st van phai tim thém cac
nhan chitng khéc nita. Ciing dan em chdng may hdm hé, diéu tra vién Oda
dén can ho 705. Can hd 706 bén canh la nha ctia Sugawara Naoki, nhan
tinh cda ngwoi phu nir da chét. Anh &n chudng ctra, mot giong phu nr ¢6
vé la ba ndi tro vong ra. Oda li€n xwng tén.

Cénh ctra 14p tirc mé ra. Mot ngudi phu nit vée ddng nhd nhén, tam 35
tudi 16 mit sau cira. Chéc biét d5i phwong 14 canh sit, nén chij ta c6 phan
cang thang. Chuyén chang dang dirng ma.

Oda xua't trinh phu hiéu canh sat, roi hdi chi ta ¢6 bi€t vu an t6i qua
khong. Khodng mwoi hai ti€ng d6ng h'd da tréi qua k€ twe ldc canh sat nhan
dwore tin bdo. Bay gio’ dd hon chin gio sang.

“T6i chi bi€t xe canh sat Iwon qua lwon lai, gao rd inh 6i thoi.” Chi ta trd
161 v&i vé bat an. Chic vi sic mit nhot nhat, nén trong chi ta ct ¢6 céi vé
bon chon khéng yén. C6 1€ chi ta khong phai dang ngdi 1& d6i mach véi
ma’y ba ndi tro’ hang x6m.

“O' chung cw d61i dién ¢6 ngwoi phu niv ty t.”



Oda vtra dit 161, chi ta dé tron trirng mét. Anh thodng ngac nhién, thoi
budi nay con cé ngwoi sing s6t dé€n vay vi chuyén tw ti w?

“Nhung ma ter ddy vira hay nhin thdy ctra s6 can hd clia ngwoi phu nir
d6. Nén to6i nghi bi€t dau trong nha chi ¢6 nguoi trong thay gi ddy.” Vwa
néi, Oda vira nhan ra minh da hdi mot cau ngd ngan. Ba khong biét gi vé
vu an thi hi€n nhién 1a khong nhin thdy gi r'oi. Cau dan em ding bén canh

da bat dau nhin sang hudng khic.

Nhwng phan (rng cta ba ndi trg’ trdi ngwoc voi suy dodn cia anh. Chi ta
ha hd'c miéng, mat chop lia lia nhw theé v ciing ngac nhién.

“Cé chuyén gi hay sao?”” anh hoi.

“Xin héi. C6 phai ngwoi phu nir d6,” chi ta viea dit tay 1€n ngye, vira noi
ti€p, “treo cO phai khong?”

Oda quay sang nhin cdu dan em, roi lai nhin chj ta. “Pung vy, nhung
sao chi biét 1a treo c0?”

“Chuyén do6, la do con gai t61.”

“Con géi chi?”

“Véng, t6i ¢6 dira con gdi, va con bé,” néi d&n day, chi ta cii gam mat
xudng, “ma thoéi, chuyén nay cé 1€ khong nén ndi v&i canh sat a. Chac don
thuén 1a trung hop thoi.”

Lam gi c6 a1 khong t0 mo khi nghe cau do.

“Chuyén gi vay? Du 1a chuyén gi cling dwoc, chi néi cho chiing toi biét
duoc khong?”

Dwong nhw chi ta con phan van, nhuwng cudi ciing van do de mé miéng.



“Con géi t6i ndi diéu nay la lam. N6 bdo da nhin thdy ngwoi phu ni
sOng & can hd doi dién treo ¢ tw ti.”

“Nhin thay w? Chuyén xay ra khi nao vay?”
“Chuyén d6 thi... Con gai t6i ndi thé vao buoi sang hai hém trwdc.”
“Hai hom trwdc ha?”

Hai cdnh sit quay sang nhin nhau.



4.

“Ra la tién tri a? Va canh sat Kusanagi Shunpei chuyén phu traich may vu
ky bi da bi goi dé€n.” Ngoi trén ghé& phu, Yukawa cham choc. Anh nga gh&’
hét c&, bit tréo d6i chan dai, trén nguwoi dién com-1€ den hiéu Armani, deo
kinh rAm mau den. Nhin t&i nhin lui cling khong thd’y giong mét nha vat 1y.

“Khong phai bi goi d&€n. T6i nghe ngéng tin d6 twr canh sat dia phwong,
thd’y t0 mo nén quyét dinh tim hi€u xem thé& nao théi.” Vira xoay vo ling,
Kusanagi vira ndi.

“Vay canh sat dia phwong phan doan thé€ nao?”

“Cé phdn doan gi dau. Néi tring ra, hinh nhu ho coi d6 12 mot sy triing
hop don thuan. Vu an hau nhw da dwoc giai quyét xong xudi theo phwong
hwdng 1a moét vu tw ti.”

“OY gé¢ do ty tir thi c6 di€ém ndo kha nghi khong?”

“Khong c6 gi ca. K&t qua giai phiu khong cho thd’y di€m kha nghi nao.”

“Nghe n6i vét si€t co trén thi the ty ti va thi the' bi gi€t hai khac nhau.”

“Pwong nhién diem dé khong cé van dé gi.”

“Néu vay ché’ing phai nén gac vu d6 sang mot bén sao? Cau phu trach an
mang ding khong? Mdi ngay trdi qua c6 bao nhiéu ngudi bi giét hai. Chic
cau khong ranh d¢€ vui vé 1ai xe dé€n noi nay.”

“T6i cling bié€t thé’, nhung cr thd’y ban long.”

“Cau vuedong ban gi thi mac ké ciu, nhwng dung lién luy dén t6i. Pong
bdo cdo té hai ciia dam sinh vién dang cho téi cha'm diém day.”



“Thé& a? Nhwng to6i thad'y hirng thd véi nhirng vu an ki€u nay 1a do chiu
anh hudng cta ciu day chiz. Khi c& ging lam sing td nhitng diéu ky bi
dwdi gée d6 khoa hoc ta sé nhin thd'y chan 1y ba't ngo.”

“Nghe may tr khoa hoc, chan 1y thot ra tor miéng ciu, cam gidc la that
day, cit nhu giti gdm hy vong vao th¢ ky hai muoi mot.”

Kusanagi da 1ai chi€c Skyline dén hién trerong. May toa chung cu cao
chét vot x€p thanh mét day, nhin ra truc dwong chinh.

“Nao, dén dau trede day?” Budc xudng xe, Kusanagi nhin Ian lwot hai
toa nha. Can ho Seto Fuyuko ty t& & tdoa mau xam bén trai. Con can ho
nhén tinh c6 ta sdng ndm trong toa mau tring bén phai. C6 bé tién tri ciing
sOng ¢ tda nha nay.

“Pén dau cling dwgre. Cr 1am nhwr cdu mudn. K€ cd ¢6 bao t6i dgi trong
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Xe.
“Nao, dé€n gdp co gai tién tri nhé!” Kusanagi tom tay Yukawa kéo di.

Phong 705 gén bién tén Izuka. Kusanagi hudng vé dién thoai nodi bd 14p
& sanh chinh tAng mot, xung tén, bang di mdt lat, anh nghe thay ti€ng
“Moi vao!”, cling lic d6 ctra tyy ddng mo ra.

“Cé6 vé ching ta da dwoc phép dién ki€n cd bé tién tri.” Yukawa néi khi
& trong thang may.

“Chuyén do chealng quan trong, ma ciu thao kinh ridm gidp téi v&i. Trong
khi canh sat 13 tdi dang c& td vé than thién, thi c4u lai ddp bd c& ging d6
cua toi la sao?”

“Néu la c6 bé tién tri, tdi nghi s€ c6 kha nang nhin thdu ban cha't con
ngwoi.” Yukawa néi r'oi thao kinh, deo cdp kinh xanh vang thwong ngay 1én
mét.



Lic d&n cdn ho 705, ho dwoc dan vao phong khéich rong chung hai
muoi chi€u. Goc phong ké mot chi€c dan piano. Kusanagi va Yukawa cung
ng'6i xudng sofa k& xung quanh ban da cam thach. Ngwoi phu niv tén Izuka
Tomoko ti€p dén bon ho. Chi ta néi gia dinh minh ¢é ba ngwoi, hai vg
chdong va cd con gdi. Chong chi ta la b&p tredng cuia mdt nha hang noi
ti€ng trong thanh phd’.

“Khong c6 van dé gi dau chi a, ching téi chi muén xac nhan thong tin
mot Tan nra nén mdi d&n day. Luc chi ban ron ma con dén lam phién,
ching t6i thanh that xin 16i.” Kusanagi cdi dau I4n nira.

“Co6 vé t6i da n6i may 1o thra thai. Pang 1€ t6i nén chi y hon. Ch'dong
toi mang cho mdt tran nén than, bao t6i ndi ra chuyén dé chang gidp dwoc
gi, ngroc lai con khi€n ma’y anh canh sit ton cong.”

“Khong dau, ching t6i cling khong bi€t chuyén gi s€ tr¢ thanh manh
mdi cho vu dn, cho nén chi ctr bi€t gi néi nd’y la tdt nha't. Nhan tién, toi

nghe ndi con géi chj ¢ trong nha sudt a?”

“Vang. HOm nay con bé cling & nha. Tw khi chao doi tim né da khong
t0't, nén c vao ra bénh vién lién mién.”

“Vay a? Chung t6i c6 th€ gdp c6 bé khong?”

“Ciing dwgc, nhwng mong cac anh dwng dé cap dén nhirng chuyén qua
kich dong. T6i ndi r'oi da’y, co’ th€ con bé rat yéu &t, mot chuyén con con
cling ¢6 thé’ khi€n né phat bénh.”

“Chtng t6i hi€u ro r'oi. Ching toi sé hét sirc can than.”

“V&i lai, toi c6 mot thinh cau a.”

“Gi vay?”

“Xin dwng ti€t 10 chuyén con gai to6i v&i gidi truyén thong a. Nho ho
x0n xao Ién, r'oi thoi phong la con bé tién tri dwore vu an thi kho cho chiing



to1 ldm.”

C6 th€ 1am chr. N&u biét cd bé tién tri dwoe vu viée, chac chdn cdnh
truyén thong s€ do x6 d€n ngodi nha nay.

“T6i hi€u r'oi. Téi cam doan s€ khong hé riang nira 101 voi gidi truyén
thong.”

“Tram sy nho anh. VAy moi cc anh di 161 nay a.”
Theo chi din ctia Izuka Tomoko, hai ngwoi di dén cidn phong & cudi
hanh lang. Tomoko mot minh bwdc vao trong tredc. Sau d6 mot 1at, canh

ctra mo ra. “Moi vao,” chi ta noi.

Bén trong 1a mot can phong ki€u tiy rong khoang tdm chi€u. Trén twong
ddn gid’y hoa tiét hoa xinh x4n.

Canh ctra s6 ké mot cdi giwvong g0, mot c6 bé khodng mudi tudi ndm
trén d6. Nho me gidp, cd bé m&i ngdi diy dwoe. Cd bé xanh xao, mai toc
dai mau nau.

“Chau chao cac chud a.” ¢6 bé néi.

“Chao chdu.” Kusanagi ciing chao lai. Yukawa chi ding canh ctra, cti
dau chao. Kusanagi nho ra ciu ta khong wa tré con.

“Cht nghe néi chau da trong tha'y mét thir ra't dang s¢.” Plng bén canh
givong, Kusanagi hdi.

C6 bé ngang dau 1én, gat manh dau.
“Chau tha’y lic nao th&?”

“T&1 thir Ba tudn nay a. Nhung lic d6 da hon mwoi hai gior, nén goi la
the Tw cling dwoc a.”



C6 vé la tv dém khuya hom thir Ba 1an sang rang sang hom thir Tuw.
Nghia la tredc vu dn ba ngay.

“Chau trong thay gi vay?”

“Gitra dm chau tinh gid’c, nén dinh m¢& rém ra d€ ngam sao. Chau vra
mo ra thi thd'y ngwoi phu niv lam chuyén la lung trong can ho cda tda nha
doi dién.”

“Céan hd nao ha chau?”

“Can ho do6 a.” ¢6 bé vén rém, chi tay ra bén ngoai ctra so.

Kusanagi khom Iwng, nhin theo dau ngén tay thanh manh cia cd bé. Anh
tha’y 6 ctra sO chang tA'm rém mau xanh 14 cay.

“Chuyén la lung la chuyén gi vay?”

“Thi budc s¢i ddy vao mdt thir giong xa don, that nidt hinh tron & dau
soi day, roi dwa co qua d6 a.” cd bé ap ung ndi vE& sau.

“Sau do thi sao?”

Th&y Kusanagi h61 thic, ¢6 bé 1i€n cii gam mat xuéng. “Hinh nhu ¢6 ta
ctr th& nhdy khoi cai buc.”

Kusanagi quay dau lai nhin Yukawa. Nét mat Yukawa khong thay doi,
chi chuyén dong mdt bén 16ng may.

“R0i sau d6 sao nwra?” Kusanagi lai héi ti€p.
“Sau d6 thi chau khong bi€t.”

“Sao lai khong biet?”



“Xin 106i anh, nhw con bé n6i da’y, n6 hodng qua nén lin ra bat tinh nhan
s. Th& nén mai d&n sdang hdom sau, vgr chong tdéi mdi nghe con bé k€
chuyén nay.” Izuka Tomoko néi xen vao, chic chj ta mudn gidi viy cho con
gai.

“Chuyén la vay a? R%i anh chij phan tGng th& nao?”

“Nghe chuyén t6i cling bang hoang, nén 14p tirc nhin sang can hd do.
B&i n€u loi con bé ndi 1a that, t6i phai tic to'c goi canh sat.”
“The€ roéi sao?”

Izuka Tomoko khé thé dai roi 1ic dau.

“Theo nhirng gi tdi quan sat, thi chuyén con bé néi khdong xay ra trong
cdn ho 2y dau.”

“Nghia la chi khong tha’y thi th€ trong tw th€ treo cd ding khong?”

“Piing vay a. Chrfmg nhirng th&’, ngwei phy nir d6 trong khde nhw vam
khi dirng & ban cong. Hinh nhw ¢6 ta ra d6 d€ goi dién thoai, toi thay co ta
cwoi ntra ma.”

Kusanagi hdi ¢6 bé. “Chdu cling thd’y ngwoi phu ntv d6 chir?”

Co bé gat dau.

“P6 c6 phai ngwoi phu nir treo ¢ ma chau nhin thd'y d&m hdém truoc
khong?”

“Ch4u nghi viy a.”
“Or” Kusanagi khoanh tay treéc ngwe, mim cwdi. “Ding 1a chuyén la.”

“T6i nghi 14 con bé nim mo' thoi a. Chuyén thudng xay ra 1m. N6 hay
k€ cho chiing t6i nhitng chuyén 14n 10n gitra mo’ va thye.”



“Chau nghi d6 khong phai mo' a.” c6 bé 14m bam bang giong If nhi. Xem
ra c6 bé cling khong ty tin d¢ khaamg dinh thir minh thay la that. Vi nguoi
phu nir d6 ngdy hom sau van con sdng so’ so ra do, nén danh chip nhan vu
treo cO khdng c6 that.

Qua nhién cd bé ndm mo’ sao? Nhung mo' va thure ¢6 the tring khép dén
murc d6 a? N&u khong phai mo, thi thir ¢6 bé nhin thd'y 1a gi?

Kusanagi lai nhin Yukawa. “Cau c6 hdi gi khong?”

Yukawa dirng twa vao ctra, dam chiéu nghi ngoi gidy lat, roi méi hoi,
“Chau c6 nhin rd gwong mét va quéan do ciia ngeoi phu niv d6 khong?”

“Chdu c6 thdy. C6 ta mic quan 40 mau dd a.” cd bé dap.

“Rala vdy.” Yukawa gat dau, nhin Kusanagi.

“Pu chwa?”

“O, duge roi” Yukawa thiing thflng noi.

Sau d6, bd lai c6 bé trong phong, ba ngwoi quay tr¢ lai phong khach.
Kusanagi hdi Izuka Tomoko do6i ba cau vé Sugawara Naoki nha bén. Nhung
Tomoko hau nhw chang trd loi dwore cau nao d&n noi d€n chon. C6 vé chi

ta khong heé giao du v&i hang x6m.

Kusanagi néi cdm on chi ta, r'oi cing Yukawa roi khoi do.



S.

“Cau nghi sao?” Kusanagi hoi khi ho vira ra khdi chung cw.

“Cau thi nghi thé¢’ nao?” Yukawa héi vian lai. L'an nao cling c6 man héi
xody ddp xoay nhu the nay.

“T6i khong r5. Nhwng nhin ¢d bé d6, t6i c6 cam giac loi ¢c6 bé ndi la
that. Xem nao, nhitng nguoi co’ th€ yéu &t hay c6 tric giac nhay bén kéo
lai ding khong?”

“Ttec 1a ciu nghi ¢6 bé mo thi’y gid'c mo tién tri a?”

“Co 1€ the'”

“Thé" 1a dwore r'oi. Co bé do tién tri ngwoi phu nit & can hd doi dién ty
t, va diéu d6 da trd thanh sy thyc. Suy luan thé 1a dwoe r'oi ding khong?
Chang c6 van d€ gi nira.” Yukawa ndi vay roi di vé phia xe 0 t0.

“Nay, cau di dau the&?”

“T6i di vé. Cau da két luan 1a gid’c mo ti€n tri roi thi toi lam gi con dat
dung vo nwa.”

Sao cai ga nay 1ap di thé” khdng biét, Kusanagi vira nghi trong long, vira
buwde lai gan Yukawa, r'oi tom 18y tay cdu ta giong ban nay.

“Ngudi tran mét thit ching toi s& 1ap tirc bj cudn theo chiéu hudng ky
bi. Ngan can diéu dé la viéc cua nha khoa hoc ding khong? Nao, di tho6i!”
Kusanagi kéo tay cau ta 161 di. L'4n nay anh di v€ phia toa chung cw mau
nau & bén trai.

Do di nho ciy canh sdt dja phwong, nén anh dé dang mwon dwoc chia
khoéa can hd cta Seto Fuyuko & phong quan 1y ctia chung cw. Quan 1y la



ngwoi dAu tién phat hién ra vu viéc, d&n tin bay gior van con s¢ sét khong
ddm bén mang dén can hd d6, nén chi ¢6 hai ngwoi 1a Kusanagi va Yukawa
1én phong.

“C6 th€ nodi gid’c mo tién tri 1a k€t qua c6 xac suat.” Yukawa néi trén
dwong dén can ho.

“Cau nghi binh thwong con ngwoi ta mo' ma’y gid'c mo’ trong mdt dém?”
“T6i chiu. Chwa ting nghi dén.”

“Hwr,” Yukawa khit miii roi néi tiép. “Con ngudi ndim mo' trong gid'c
ngu REM. Chu ky REM nay dién ra khodng nim l'4n trong mot dém. Trong
thoi gian do, ngwoi ta sé gdp rit nhiéu gidc mo. Trong mdi gidc mo lai
chira mot vai cht dé€. Va con ngwoi cir dén t6i 1a ngd. Vi du né€u ta tinh s&
legng gidc mo’ cda ngwoi nao d6 trong vong mot thang, sé€ cho ra mot con
s& khong 16. Néu vay thi viéc gid’c mo nao d6 giong v&i sy kién trong doi
thyc cling khong ¢6 gila.”

“Nhwng ma t6i hi€m khi nam mo’ 1am. D ¢6 nam mo, cung lam chi mo’
mot gid’c mo la cung.”

“Pé 1a vi con ngwoi da quén phéan 1on gid’c mo ctia minh. Ho chi nhé
thir minh mo’ thd’y ngay triedre khi thirc gid'c. Nhwng ddi lic ho nho ra noi
dung cta gidc mo' minh da quén. Ay 1a treong hop khi sw kién giong véi
gid'c mo xdy ra trong thyc &, va kich thich tri nhé ctia ho. ‘A, minh di ting
mo thdy diéu nay,” d6 la cach ho nho ra. Bong thoi, ho sé quén sach mot
50 lwong 1on gid'c mo khong xdy ra trong doii thye. N6i ding hon, ho tham
chi chang nh& minh tirng ndim mo'. Gidng nhw cau d6.”

“Nhung cd bé ban ndy da tién tri dweee vu tw tir tredre khi nd xdy ra trong
thue t&. Cling ¢6 phéi ¢6 bé nh¢ ra gid’c mo nho’ vu dan dau.”

“Ping thé". Can ctr ti€p theo la ti€u xao ciia ngwoi tién tri.”

“Clucoy gi?”



“Péu tién s€ dwa ra that nhiéu loi tién tri. C& gang néi ndi dung gid’c mo’
cho cang nhiéu ngwoi biét cang td't. Chi Izuka d6 cling ndi roi con gi. Co
bé nay hay k& cho ho nhtrng chuyén lan 16n gitra mo’ va thye.”

“0O, cAu nhdc t6i moi nho.”

“Trong v6 van loi tién tri, thi th€ nao chéng cé cdai ding. Nguwoi tién tri
s€ nhan manh 1o tién tri ddng. Va ngwoi nghe s€ thd'y an twong voi diéu
nay, d&n mc quén hét nhirng 1o tién tri sai. D6 1a ti€u xao ciia may nha
tién tri bip bom.”

“Y céu la co bé ay da dung tieu xao d6 a?”

“Toi khong noi 1a ¢d bé ¢d' ¥, tdi chi néi viec c6 bé 1am ¢6 kha ning dan
dén két qua dé.”

Mai néi chuyén, hai nguwoi da dén trwdc cin hd cia Seto Fuyuko.
Kusanagi dung chia khéa so’ cua @€ mé cira. Bén trong van nhw ldc cénh st
dja phwong dén diéu tra. Ngit ndi canh sit dia phwong bdo cdo ring ho hau
nhu ching tim hiéu dwoc may.

Cian hd rong khoang mwoi chi€u 1a cung. Dang phbng don ¢c6 gian bép
nhd. Ta cé ngan keo ké sat twong, rat gon gang ngin nip. Cé mot chiec
giwvong doi. Hin ¢6 ta da nhiéu Mn cing Sugawara Naoki chim didm trong
niém khoai lac ai an trén do.

Cai gia treo quan 4o dng sat deng bén canh giwong. Nhw ¢6 bé dé ndi,
né ¢6 hinh dang nhw cdi xa don. Kusanagi lién twong dén dung cu kéo xa
ngay xwa. Cdi gid nay gidng voi dung cu do.

Chiéu rong clia gid chic chi fAm bay mwoi xing-ti-mét 1a hét c&'. Puong
kinh &ng khodng nim, sdu xing-ti-mét. Ong dirng c6 cAu tao dang truot,
nén co the thay doi chiéu cao. Gidng v&i nguyén ly thay doi chiéu cao cua
pé dan xe dap, Ong & phia trong ¢6 khoan vai cdi 16, x&€p chdng 1én 16 cla
Ong phia ngoai, sau d6 cho &¢c vit qua 16 d& cd dinh.



C6 vé 0ng ding dang & chiéu cao t6i da. Con 6ng gac trén gia cach mat
san khoang hai mét.

“Khong tim tha’y s¢ii diy nhi.” Yukawa ndi.

“T& giam dinh cda canh sat dia phwong mang di r'6i. Tha'y bao dé la day
nylon d€ phoi phéng quan do da cit ngén.”

“Chéic ciu s& chdn nhung tdi vAn phai hdi, vét trén ¢ thi th€ cé khép
voi sgi day khong?”

“Puwong nhién roi. Ping cé coi thwong canh sat chir.”

V&t thit trén cb cna thi thé bj siét ¢d va thi thé treo ¢& khdc nhau mét
troi mot viee. D6 1a kién thire co’ ban cua phap y.

Yukawa v&i tay, nhi’c 18y cdi Ong dit trén gia treo, roi gidm chén Ién.
“Ra vay. Khong ngo chac thé.”

“Nguwoi phu nir da chét nang khoang bdn mwoi ki-16-gam. Thé thi
khong c¢6 van d€ gi nhi?”

“C6 ta dung cai d6 lam buc a?” Yukawa chi tay vao cdi ghé€ ctua ban
trang di€m do'1an 16¢ dwdi chan.

“Hinh nhw thé"” Kusanagi dap. Trong bao cdo ciing ghi nhw vay.

Yukawa budc lai gan cira sO voi vé mat dam chiéu, sau d6 mo tdm rém
mau xanh 14 ciy ra. Tdoa nha mau trang 14p tic hién ra tred'c mat. D1 dién
la can hd cua Sugawara Naoki, con bén canh han la nha ctia Izuka Tomoko.

“Bi€t ngay la trung hop ma.” Kusanagi néi sau lwng Yukawa.

“T6i cling mudn nghi vay, nhung ¢ vai viéc khong the’ bo qua.”



“Cau n6i vay nghia 1a?”

“Co bé d6 md ta cdi gia treo quan 4o 6ng sit trong nhu mot cdi xa don.
C6 nghia c6 bé khong biét dé€n sy tOn tai cua cai gid nay. Ctx cho 1a ¢6 bé
nim mo thdy vu treo c& di. Nhung tdi vaAn bin khoin khi thit hoan toan
khong lién quan la céi xa don lai xul't hi€n trong gid'c mo’ do6.”

“Noi vy cluing dung.”
“Chuang ta hdy choi mot tro choi suy luan nhé!” Yukawa ng6i xuéng
girong, bit tréo chan. “Gia st thit ¢6 bé nhin tha’y 12 sy thyc, khong phai

mo. Trong treong hop d6, ¢6 the€ suy ludn gi nhi?”

“Suy luan rang,” Kusanagi vin dirng yén tai chd, khoanh tay treéc ngyec,
“ba ngay trwdc, nguoi phu nir cling da ty tir, nhwng tha't bai w?”

“Cau khong nh¢d 101 Izuka néi 2? Ngay hom sau ¢d ta vui vé tdn giu trén
dién thoai ma. BO dang d6 trong cd gidng mot nguoi ty tik bat thanh
khong?”

“Céu no1 dung.”

“N6i ngwoe lai,” Yukawa ti€p tuc, “nguoi phu nit méi d6é con cing tran
strc s6ng ma hai hom sau da ty t&¢ qua la khong binh thwong.”

“0,” Kusanagi khé bat ra ti€ng. “Cung dung.”

“Nguwoi phu nir vui vé creoi ndi trén dién thoai va ngwoi phu nit treo cO
tw tir, ddu mdi 1a bd mat that cia co6 ta? Toi cd cam gidc chia khoda giai vu
an nay an giau trong do6.”

“Pwong nhién la ldc treo ¢ r'oi. At han c6 ta khong ty tir d€’ dua.”

Cau ndi cua Kusanagi khi€n bi€u cam trén mat Yukawa khé thay doi.

Anh nhé&ch mép, chinh lai vi tri kinh. “Ty sat d€ dua a? Khong chwng suy
luén d6 lai gan v&i s that.”



“Bot gion mat di! Trén doi nay 1am gi ¢6 ai dem tinh mang ra lam tro
dua.”

“Né&u vay, n6i thé" nay dwoe khong? Treo co d€ dua. Nhung khong dinh
chét.”

Kusanagi chét sitng. Anh chwa tirng nghi dén viéc nay.
“Ty tir gia a?”
“Kho tin a?” Yukawa nhin xudng.

“Khong, c6 th€ 14m.” Kusanagi nhé lai noi dung ban bdo cdo. “Seto
Fuyuko d3 doa dim Sugawara, néu khong cho ¢d ta néi chuyén v&i vor hin
thi ¢ ta s€ tw sat. Sugawara twdng cd ta doa vé doa van, nén khong lam
theo 1o ¢6 ta. Th& 1a Seto treo cO that. Suy cho cung chuyén nay that ky
cuc. Khong thi€u phu nir Am ¢ v&i nhan tinh nén doi sdng doi chét, nhwng
thudng thi ching ai chét that ca.”

“Gia st ¢6 mOt manh khée & day.” Yukawa gio’ ngdn trd 1€n. “DE gitp
co ta treo ¢d, nhung khong chét that. Mudn doa dan 6ng, phu ntr phai dién
manh khée dé tredc mat anh ta. Nhwng ¢c6 mot van dé, d6 la can luyén tap
va chuan bj cho manh khée d6.”

“Ra vay. Thé nén ba ngay tredc vu an cO ta da treo c¢O a?” Kusanagi
bung ngon tay.

“Do6 1a man tap dvwot.”

“Né&u vay, Seto Fuyuko ché&t khdng phai do ty t&r, ma do tai nan. Vi mdt
nguyén nhan nao do, manh khoe 2y da tha't bai.”

“V&i suy luan tw tredee toi gior, thi 1a nhwe vay day.” Yukawa dung céach
néi kho hicu.



“Nhwng manh khée d6 la gi? N&u c6 gi thi to giam dinh phai tim ra
chi.”

“Puwong nhién ho s& tim ra. DA’y 1a néu mdnh khée van con nguyén &
de.”

“Ha?” Kusanagi nhin lai gwong mat Yukawa. “Y cdu la sao?”

“T6i dang néi d€n kha nang c6 ké da don dep sach s€ manh khée trede
khi canh sat dén.”

“Ké d6 1a ai?”

“Ch4c chin manh khée nay khong phai do mot tay Seto Fuyuko tao ra.”
Yukawa qua quyét. “Thi h'oi twdng lai 101 k€ cia c¢6 bé d6 xem nao! Dém
hom khuya khodt nhung c6 bé van thd'y rd m6n mdt canh twong trong cin
h6 d6. Tc 1a tim rém ctra da dwo'c mé ra. Seto Fuyuko tdp dwot cho ai d6
& can ho do1i dién xem.”

“Nguoi & can ho d6, con ¢6 Shizuko, vor ciia Sugawara Naoki.”

“Nguoi dé sao ¢6 th€ thu don manh khée chir.”

“Célu nod1 co 1y. Néu vay...”

Kusanagi liét ké tén cua nhirng nguwoi lién quan dén vu an trong dau.
Nguwoi phat hién ra thi th€'1a quéan 1y ciia chung cw va. ..

“Nguoi dan ong bao tin Seto Fuyuko treo ¢6 cho quan 1y r'6i cung di vao
can ho cua co6 ta w? N&u khong nham thi han ta tén Minemura, 1a dan em
ctia Sugawara. Han da thong dong v&i Seto sao?”

“T&t ca chi 1a suy ludn théi.”

“Khong dau. Thé la nhi€u roi. Nao, di gdp Minemura thoi! Trach nhiém
nidm & Minemura n€u hén xdi giuc ty t¢ gid, d€ dan dén két cuc khién nan



nhan bd mang vi sy ¢§.”

“Kusanagi!” Yukawa cat ti€ng. “Cau khong nén néng voi. Sy tinh co 1€
phtrc tap hon nhiéu.”

“Céu no1 sao?”

Yukawa dirng ddy, bwdre lai gan gia treo quéan do. Sau khi cham chd nhin
vao do, anh nhin Kusanagi.

“T6i ndi ¢o 1€ viéc ty tir gid tha't bai cling nam trong k& hoach cua hung
thu.”

6

Hin vira ra khdi trung tAm nghién ctru thi cé ngudi vd vao vai tir phia
sau. Quay dau lai, hin thdy tay dong nghiép Sakata dang cudi nhe nhon.
“Thiét bi phuc h'6i chirc nang st dung chéat 16ng ER chuan bi dwa vao san
xud't dding khong? Téi mwng cho ciu.”

“A, cdu ciing nghe tin roi 2? Héng nhanh that da’y.” Minemura Hidekazu
cling cwoi dap lai.

“Mdy chay bd ciing ban dit nhw tom twoi, bd phan cdc cau lién ti€p
gianh giai thwdng nhi.”

“To1 cung chwa bi€t thé nao.”

“Cau ctr khiém tdn, chi tAm vao thi€t bi phuc h'6i chirc nang la dang n€
roi. T6i khong ngo cha't 1ong ER lai rng dung rdng rai d&n thé&". Chang phai
chti nhiém Minemura da dwoc hiva hen thang chirc roi sao?”

Hai ngwoi di bo vEé phia nha ga. Nhan tién, Sakata ha giong.

“Nghe n6i Sugawara & phong truyén thong triedc sau gi cling nghi viéc.”



(‘Hé?”

“Gay ra chuyén dong tro'l nhw thé” ma & lai cong ty cling khé s6ng nhi.
Nhu’ng chang hé han gi ddu. B& me hin gidu nit d6 d6 vach. Kiéu gi thi
ki€u van #n sung mic swong thoi?” Sakata néi, giong diéu budn chuyén.

Cau ta khong biét Sugawara Naoki la dan anh cia Minemura.

“Pa di an vung con khong bi€t chui mép.” Cau ta cot nhd ndi tiép.

Sau khi chia tay cau ta, Minemura d€n Shinjuku. Quén ca phé tap nap
khdch khira ra vao 12 di€m hen hom nay cta hén.

Shizuko ngdi & ban thit hai tinh tir trong ra. Nang deo kinh rAm, chic vi
so’ bi ai bit gdp. Tha'y Minemura budc lai gan, nang khé mim cuoi.

“Hom nay em ndp roi da’y.” Nang ndi cut lan.
“Em n61 nop gi?7”
“Don ly hon.”

“A!” Minemura kh€ git dau. “Cam gidc nhw cudi cung ciing d€n ngay
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nay.
“Tié€p theo t&i lwgt anh da’y!”

“Em néi phai.” Minemura udng ca phé den nguyén chat, khong bd
dwong. Vi ding lan ra trong miéng hén.

Hin ta gip Seto Fuyuko khoang hai thang truedrc. Co ta chi dong dén tim
hén.

Sau khi ti€t 16 chuyén cuia ban than véi Naoki, ¢6 ta ndi da bi€t chuyén
Minemura va Shizuko vung trOm v&i nhau. C6 vé cd ta phat hién ra moi



quan hé nay sau khi chuyén d&n s6ng gan nha Naoki d€ tién do tham tinh
hinh cta anh ta.

“Nhung anh yén tadm. Gio téi chang c¢6 tAm tri nao di mach 1éo chuyén
meéo ma ga dong chia hai ngwoi voi anh Naoki dau.” ¢6 ta néi giong thuc
dung.

N&u ti€t 16 chuyén cta hai nguoi, cé 1€ Naoki s€ nghiém tdc can nhac vé
viéc ly hon voi Shizuko. Nhwng ¢d ta néi viéc d6 chang ¢ y nghia gi voi
minh.

“T6i mudn anh Naoki chia tay vor d€ chon toi. Hodc chi it, 1y do dau tién
khi€n anh &y d€ nghi chia tay v’ phai la t6i, n€u khong toi s€ khong cam
long.”

Minemura doan ¢ ta la ki€u nguoi s€ thad’y bt rirt né€u ban than minh
khong phai cdi r6n cua vi try.

Nhung ma, co ta ti€p tuc.

“Purng quén la toi da bi€t chuyén hai ngwoi. D€ wdc nguyén cia téi sé'm
thanh hién thyc, toi can anh gidp vai chuyén. Ch:flng phdi cic nguoi cling
dwoc hudng loi néu anh Naoki sém dé nghi ly hon hay sao? P& chic chén,
t6i nhic lai cho anh nh&, Shizuko dirng hong 147y 1y do biét d&n su ton tai
cta toi ma doi ly hon nhé! N&u chuyén thanh ra nhw the’, toi budc long pha1
néi v&i anh Naoki chuyén clia hai ngudi. Viéc d6 chic chang vui vé gi v&i
anh Minemura dau nhi.”

Seto Fuyuko diéu tra va bi€t dwg'c Minemura da co gia dinh.

“Con mot diéu nira. C6 1€ anh ciing ty hiéu, hiy bio Shizuko ring néu
anh Naoki d€ nghi ly hon thi phéi thuan tinh. Va nhé khuyén nhad ¢6 ta
dwng c6 voi vinh tién bdi thwong. Ngwoi phai cudn xéo khai can hd d6 la
Shizuko. Can hd s€ d€ lai cho anh &y. N&u anh thwc hié€n cac yéu cau trén,
toi s€ khong bép xép chuyén cuia hai ngwoi.”



Khi Minemura phan bac rang, v¢r chong Sugawara 6ng an cha ba an
nem, va yéu cau gi ma chi thdy lgi cho ¢0, thi ¢0 ta tron mat nhin anh ra vé
ngo’ ngang.

“Priing la ca hai vo’ chong ho d€u ngoai tinh, nhwng nhan tinh cia Naoki
la t6i, mdt ngwoi dang doc than. Con anh, c¢6 vo roi con cap k& voi
Shizuko. N6i cach khac hai ngwoi dang ngoai tinh kép. Hon ntra, néu
khong gap to1 nhw the” nay, anh s€ khong bi€t anh Naoki c6 nhan tinh. Néu
toi néi voi anh &y chuyén cla cac nguoi, va két qua la anh &y dé nghi ly
hon, thi Shizuko chealng nhtrng khong nhan dwoc xu nao, ngwoc lai ¢6 khi
con phai tra tién b'oi thwong. Nghi dén viéc do, chzatng phai anh nén cam on
to1 sao?”

Seto Fuyuko ra vé k& cong, nhung thye chdt c6 ta dang muu mo toan
tinh cho ri€éng minh. Néu chang may mdi quan hé voi Naoki bai 19, Van de
ly hon trd nén phirc tap, thi chang tha co ta 1t bai ngira tredc d& nim thé
thwong phong. Ma thét ra trong tham tam c6 ta mudn Naoki ly hon de lya
chon minh. Minemura biét diéu d6 khi c6 ta hdi y kién hin vé vu ti t gia.

Cho d&n lic d6, hin da vai Ian gip Fuyuko, v&i muc dich chinh 13 cung
ca’p thong tin. Hay tin Naoki chwa da dong gi dén viéc ly hon, cd ta gidn
tim ngwoi. C6 vé ¢d ta nay ra y twedng vEé vu tw tr gia khi da mat hét kién
nhan.

“T6i nghi phai doa anh &y mdt chiit. Hinh nhw anh 4y cho rang t6i la
loai phu ntr dé do pho.”

Du trong 1ong pha nhan diéu d6, nhwng Minemura van nghe yéu céu cua
co ta.

K& hoach ctia ¢0 ta 1a doa dAm Naoki, néu anh ta khong @€ nghi ly hon
ngay ldc d6 thi co ta s& ty tir. Ma néi bang miéng thi chwa chic di tin, nén
c0 ta s€ cho anh ta thd'y canh ty t¥ qua ctra s6. D&€n nwd'c 4y ma anh ta van
khong mui long thi s€ ty ti that.



“Purong nhién t6i chang ham h& chét dau. Ma chi mudn anh &y chju da
kich thoi. T6i dang nghi xem c6 cach nao trong giong tw ti that nhwng
khong chét ngwoi khong. Anh ¢ cao ki€n gi khong?”

Ping 1a mét k& hoach &u tri. Ngwoi phu nir Seto Fuyuko ¢6 ti€ng la
tha'u ddo, binh tinh trong cong viéc, th€ ma con danh mat ban than khi sa
vao ludi tinh. Hén khong cho rang vu ty t gid nay sé thanh cong. Céi tinh
clia Sugawara Naoki hén con la gi nita. Chic chén tinh cdm Naoki danh cho
¢d ta da phai nhat tir 1au. Fuyuko hin s& ndi khing 1én. H&n nom nép lo o
ta cd gidn ma't khon, roi bép xép chuyén tinh ctia hin va Shizuko cho Naoki
thi gay. Hin ciing muong twong con thinh nd cia Naoki néu chuyén dé xay
ra. Bj dan em minh hét long yéu thwong bao nam troi phan boi, Naoki hén
s& tung ra moi phwong cich d& hily hoai cudc doi hdn. Prvong nhién moi
chuyén ciing s& dén tai vor hin.

V&i Minemura, Seto Fuyuko chinh 1a hat gidng tai hoa. Han khong biét
cai hat d6 s€ ndy mam lic nao. Trang d&€m suy nghi, han di d&n quyét dinh
phai xtr 1y hat giong trwdc khi n6 ndy mam.

“Em dinh tuan sau s€ chuyén nha.” Shizuko néi roi uéng tra stra.

“Em da quy€t dinh sdng & dau chwa?”

“Trwd’c mat em sé quay vé nha b6’ me dé. Hai cu ciing bao em vé.”

“The” thi to't qua. Con can ho em tinh sao?”

“Bén ba't dong san khuyén em d¢i dé€n khi vu 4n chim vao quén lang r'oi
m&i ban. Can hd d6 & vi tri dac dia, lai rong rdi, dé ching ban dwoc bay
muoi triéu chir chang choi.”

“Th& ha?” Minemura gat dau. Trong vu ly hdn nay, ngoai khoan tién b'oi
thwong ra tim ra moén, can nha va xe 0 t0 cling roi vao tay Shizuko. Nang

cling dwge chu cAp tién sinh hoat hiang thang. N&u Seto Fuyuko con sdng,
nang da phai ra di tay tring r'oi.



Moi chuyén déu dién ra theo k& hoach clia Minemura. Ping nhu
Shizuko néi, gio’ chi con cho’ Minemura ly hon vo théi.

Nhwng k& hoach lai x6i hdng bdng khdng & budc quan trong nha't.

Chuyén xdy ra t6i qua. Vo hin, Kiko 18i vai birc dnh ra dit trwde miit
hin. V& miit ¢6 cirng do’, hung di.

Han hoi anh gi day. C6 n6i dwng hoéi, cir xem di.

Hin v&i tay 14y xAp 4nh. Vai gidy sau d6, hdn nghen lai khong tht nén
1oi. Han biét mit minh cit khong con giot m4u.

“Pay la...”
“Em d4 thué thdm t.” Kiko néi bing giong binh than. “Vi gin day anh
cw xtr la 1dm. That ra em nghi ngd anh ¢6 nguwdi phu nit khéc ti truedre roi.

Em ct*r mong linh ¢dm ctia minh sai.”

Minemura van nhin chim chdm vao xap anh. Hin khong ngin dworc ban
tay dang run I€n.

“Anh ngoai tinh v&i vo ctia anh Sugawara phai khong? Tang tiu v&i vor
ctia dan anh c¢6 on v&i minh. Chuyén khdn nan vdy ma anh cling lam
dwoc.”

“Em do¢i da, chuyén nay c¢6 nhiéu uan khic.”

“Chéng tréch duoe nhi, ¢6 1a phai thoi. Nhung hom nay em khong mudn
nghe. T4t cd hay ndi tai toa.”

“Toa an w?”

“Em s€ hdi y ki€én 6ng Ota. Strc em khong cang dang noi chuyén nay.”
Kiko néi voi giong diéu ranh rot. Ong Ota la luit sw ra't than véi bd ¢o.



“Nay, Kiko. Trud'c mét hai ching ta néi chuyén da. Chwa d&n mirc phai
161 nhau ra toa dau em.”

“Khong phai riéng chuyén ngoai tinh dau.”
(‘Hé?”

“Em n6i khong phai mdi chuyén ngoai tinh.” Dttt 171 ¢6 ridt mot tAim anh
trong xap anh trén tay Minemura. “Ngwoi phy ntr nay 1a ai? Khong phai vg
ctia anh Sugawara ding khong?”

Minemura khdng thé tra 1&i. Toan than hin toit m'6 hoi lanh.

“Nguwoi cia van phong thim ti ndi thé” nay. Nguwoi phu nir nay tw ti
may hom triedre. VA lai ¢d ta 1a nhan tinh cda anh Sugawara. Em cling doc
bdo d& xdc nhan roi. Nhung tai sao anh & canh c6 ta? Anh khong chi mdi
thé nay dau, ngwoi ta con chup dwoe canh anh ra vao can hd cia nguoi phu
nr nay. Lai con l1a ngay trwdc khi ¢6 ta ty tr. R6t cudc 1a thé’ nao?”

Minemura khéng tra 1oi dwgrec. Du han ¢ th€ nay ra hét sang ki€n nay
dén sang ki€n khac vé chuyén moén ky thuat vat liéu nhung lai chang nghi
ra mot 1ol nao d€ bién minh vao ldc nay.

“Tw tdi nay em s€ vé nha bd me.” Kiko thu lai xap anh, roi dieng day.

Bing moi gia Minemura phai ngin c6 lai. Nhung co’ th€ hén khong nhiic
nhich duorc.

“Mai em c6 di lai xe khong?” Minemura nhin cham cham cdc ca phé da
can, roi néi voi Shizuko. Ngay mai 1a thir Bay.

“Hay quéd! Nhwng n€u bi ngwoi ta nhom ng6 thi khong hay anh nhi.”

',,

“Can than khong sao dau. Nghi mot d€m & khu Izu nhé



“That a? VAy em phéi khah treong di mua sim thoi. Em chang c6 gi d€
mac. Pay 1a Tan dau ti€n em di du lich v&i anh. Nén phai an dién chit.” D6i
mét nang long lanh nhw c6 thigu ntr.

'?’

“O, em n6i ding.” Minemura mim cwoi. “Em cr 4n dién hét co di



7.

Khi Kusanagi m¢& canh cira phong nghién ctru s& muoi ba b moén Vit ly,
khoa Khoa hoc ty nhién, treong dai hoc Teito, Yukawa trong chi€c 4o
khodc tring dang chinh chiéu cao cia gid treo quan 4o Ong sat. Cdi gid nay
gidng hét cdi trong can hd cia Seto Fuyuko.

“0, da ti€n hanh roi a?”

“Cau dén ddng lic lam, tdi vira chuan bi xong. Lam cd'c ca phé truede thi
nghiém khong?”

“Thoi dwore roi. Vao viéc ludn di!”

“Puing la ngwoi dan 6ng néng voi.” Yukawa cwoi kho, roi chi tay vao
gia treo quan 4o Ong sat.

“Pueee thodi. Vay cdu thir du nguoi trén cai 6ng gidp t6i.”

“The nay a?”

Kusanagi veon tay, tom Véo gia treo. Anh ctr th& co chin 1én. Nhung
cung ldc d6, cdi 6ng anh nim trong tay bat dau cham cham tudt xudng.
Ong dting dang trrro't. K&t cuc, chan anh chang roi khoi mat dat.

“Chuyén gi thé nay, 6¢ vit chinh chiéu cao bi 16ng ra hay sao ay.”

“Cau néi ding di’y. Nhung tai sao cdi Ong van yén vi & phia trén cho
dén khi cau du ngwoi 1€n?” Yukawa nhoén miéng cuoi.

“T6i hiéu roi. Dung 10 xo lam manh khée.”

“Néu vay thi khi ciu tha tay ra, 6ng s€ dong thoi trd vE vi tri cli. Nhung
ciu nhin thi bi€t, 6ng cr ha xudng mai.”



“Ping that.” Kusanagi dat mét tay 1én 6ng, roi kéo manh xudng dwdi.
Cdi 6ng treot xudng, hau nhw khong gap luc can.

“The’1a sao?”

“Manh khée 1a thi nay.”

Yukawa nha’c cdi gdy dai khodng may chuc xang-ti-mét trén ban thi
nghiém I&én. Pwong kinh giy thay doi twe khic gitra. Pwong kinh dau 1om
roi vao khodng nam xang-ti-mét, dau nho chi khoang ba xang-ti-mét.

“Pay la cai gi? Mot loai pit tong a?”

“La van day. Cau thtt an nhe vao dé xem.” Yukawa néi roi chia phan
dau nhé veé phia Kusanagi.

Khi Kusanagi an dau ngdn tay vao d6, dau nho tw tir chui vao bén trong
dau lon.

“Ct nhw ldc choc cuc thach tokoroten /] a7y.”

“Pé 1a thi€t bi hap thy rung dong. N&u chi chuyén dong xi lanh ctia nd,
thi khong t6n nhi€u lyc. Nhung khong thé chuyén dong nhanh. Bén trong
xi lanh ¢6 chat 16ng, thiét bj loi dung tinh nhét cia chat 1dng nay. O trong
moi treong nwdc, con ngwoi ¢t dong khé khian hon & méi treong binh
thwong. Nguyén ly hoat dong cua né giong diéu do.”

“C4i van d6 dwoe 1ap vao trong gid treo quan 4o a?”
“N6 duoc ldp trong 6ng ding. N&u tic dong mdt luc y&u 1én trén dng
thi s€ chang c6 thay doi gi ca, nhung khi treo ca ngwoi 1€n, xi lanh s€ thut

vao trong, khien cho 6ng ha xudng.”

“A.” Kusanagi nhin gid treo quan 4o0. “Seto Fuyuko da loi dung mdnh
khée nay d€ doa dim Sugawara. Vit day qua 6ng r'oi treo c&. Nhung 6ng sé



ha xudng trwedrc khi ¢O bi that, nén chan s€ cham san va khong mat mang
dwoc.”

“To1 nghi manh khée nay 1a mdt tro dua thd vi.” Yukawa noéi. “Do ban
cong chin tam nhin nén tir ctta s& phia d6i dién sé& khong nhin tha’y chan cd
ta dung khong? Vi vay s€ gidu duoc viec chan cham da‘t. Tuy 6ng da trueot
that nhung & ding xa thi khé ma phat hién ra. Nguwdi chitng kién chi thay
tha't kinh thoi.”

“Thi&r c¢6 bé nhin thdy vao ba ngay tred'c vu an la thi nghiém da thanh
cOong my man a?”

“Co 1€ vay.” Yukawa git dau.
Canh sét da x4c nhan, dém d6 Sugawara di cong tdc nén vang nha. C6 18
Minemura da t&i nha Sugawara d€ chirng ki€n man tip dwot cta Fuyuko.

Purong nhién Shizuko cting cung mot giudc.

“Vay phai lam sao d€ k& hoach that bai? Theo suy ludn cua ciu, thi
Minemura di rip tdm khién k& hoach that bai ding khong?”

“Ban linh clia Minemura thé hién & chd d6.”

Yukawa chinh céi gid treo quan do vé chi€u cao nhw lic dau. “Nao, ciu
du thém lan nwra di!”

“Lai lam gidng hét a?”

“Dung vay.”

“Lam th& nay c6 tac dung gi?”
“Pueee r'oi, cie cam vao dng di.”

“Lai phai lam chuyén ky cuc.”



Hai tay Kusanagi cam vao cdi dng & trén glong ban ndy. Ti€p do anh
nha’c hai chan 1én. Nghi bung ding nao 6ng chang ha xudng.

Nhung k&t qua lai khdc. Lic anh gip dau gdi, chin vin lo lirng trén
khong. C4i 6ng hoan toan khong ha xudng.

“0, chuyén gi th& nay?”
“Cau & yén d6 di!” Dirt 10, Yukawa 4n vio cong tic gi d6 trong tay.
“0i,” Kusanagi kéu 1én. C4i 6ng bit dau ha xudng gidng ban nay.

“Chuyén gi da xay ra vay?” Kusanagi hoi sau khi budng tay khoi cai
ong.

“R6i, gio’ toi thir nay.” Yukawa chia dau van vEé phia Kusanagi. “An vao
day di!”

Kusanagi chia ngén tay, toan a&n vao d6. Nhung xi lanh khong nhuc
nhich teo nao. Cling chang c6 vé s€ nhic nhich. Thay vay, Yukawa an vao
cong tic & bén canh van. Céi xi lanh 13p titc chuyén dong tron tru.

“Day 1a manh khoe gi vay?”

“Cha't long dién ER.”

“ER a?”

“Tén chinh thirc ctia nd 1a chat 16ng dién bién. Piac tinh cua chi't 1ong
nay la do nhdt sé thay doi khi ¢6 hiéu dién thé” tdc dong. N6i mot cach dé
hi€u hon 1a binh thwong né nhw stra bo, nhwng chi can mot chiit hiéu dién
th€” tdc dOng vao, nd s€ bi€n thanh dang kem. N€u tac dong thém hiéu dién

th&’, n6 s€ cieng lai nhw kem dac.”

“Thé thi sao?”’



“Cai van ban nay dwoe do day chat 1dng bén trong va lgii dung dd nhot
ctia chat 1ong. Khac v&i van binh thwong, van nay chira cha't 1dong ER. Va
lai né bi tic ddng bdi mdt hiéu dién thé&. N&u viy s€ xdy ra diéu gi? Nhw
ciu vira trdi nghiém, chi v&i mot cdng tic, c6 the khién cdi 6ng khong thu
ngén lai dwoc.”

“C6 nghia la cdi gid treo quan 4o d6 cling st dung manh khée twong ty
ar’

Yukawa ng6i xudng ban thi nghiém, khoanh tay trweé:c nguc.

“Minemura Hidekazu da dang ky vo s& sang ché vé chat 1dng ER. Néi
cdch khdc, d6 1 biét tai clia hin. Suy ludn cla to6i nhw sau. Hin gidi thich
v&i Seto Fuyuko bén trong gid treo 14p van binh thuong, va hwéng dan cd
ta cdch thwc hién vu ty ti gid. Nhung khi budc vao man trinh dién that,
ngay truede khi cd ta treo ¢&, hin da dit hiéu dién thé vao trong van bing
thao tdc tr xa nhw st dung séng dién ching han.”

“Vay la cai 6ng khdong ha xudng, va tr¢ thanh treo co that w?”
“Madnh khée di dwoc hin thu gon sach sé lic ngwdi quan 1y khong con &
d6 nira. Nhw cau thd'y day, né khéng cong kénh gi ca. Gidu di trwdc khi

canh sat dé€n cling chang phai viéc khé khan.”

“Ra la vay a?” Kusanagi rén ri. “Suy ludn cta ciu cé th€ néi l1a hoan
hdo.”

Nghe vay, Yukawa nh&ch mép cuwoi.

“Vi chéng c6 ching ¢ nao. Nén tdi dit gia thiét Minemura 1a hung tha.
Va dwa ra k€t luén twr tién dé thir cd bé do trong thay 1a sy thwe, chir khong
phai gid’c mo’ tién tri. Cau cting khong tim ra dong co’ phai khong?”’

Kusanagi gat dau. Anh ciling ty hi€u mgt minh dang nhan nhé.

“Khong tim thd'y m&1i lién hé nao gitra Minemura va Seto Fuyuko.”



“Vay thi bo cudc thdi. Nhirng gi t6i ¢6 thé’ lam chi ¢6 vay thoi.”

“Khong, t6i s¢ khong bd cudc dau. Nghe suy ludn cua ciu, to6i cang chac
chan mot diéu. D ¢6 ma't bao nhiéu thoi gian, t6i cling s€ lam sang td chan
twéng vu an.”



8.

Quay lai tang bdy sau khi 18y buu phdm, Izuka Tomoko thdy Sugawara
Shizuko dang ding cho trede thang mdy. Du binh thwong chang may hoi
han, nhwng cham mat nhw thé nay thi khong the'lo’ di dworc.

“Chao chi, chi di du lich a?”

Tomoko héi vay la cé 1y do. Chi thdy Sugawara Shizuko xach theo mét
céi tdi to kKénh. Tt 167 dn mic 14n céch trang di€m déu c6 vé trau chud't hon
binh thwong.

“Vang, toi di Izu thoi.”

“A, th&" a. Nghe ¢ vé hay ddy.”

Sugawara Shizuko néi xin phép, roi bwde vao trong thang may.

Nha minh khong tién di du lich ldc nay, chi nghi tham. Phai wu tié€n chira
bénh cho con gai da.

Tré vao nha, chi di thang 1€n phong con gai. “Con chao me a.” cd bé n&
nu cwo’i nhwe mot thién sw.

“Con ngu c6 ngon khong?”

“Con ngt r'6i, nhwng lai bi thirc gid’c a.”
“Th& a?”

“Me o1, con lai mo’ thy gid’c mo’ la 18m.”

L& néi chia con khién chi ngao ngdn. Vu ty t¢ hdm triedc van con van
veong trong dau chi. Nhwng chi khong the hién cam xuic d6 trén mat, chi



hdi con. “Gid’c mo’ the¢' nao?”
“Con thdy ¢6 ¢ nha bén a.”

“Nha bén w?” Chi h6i twdng lai gwong mét v&i nhitng dwong nét can
d6i cia Sugawara Shizuko ma minh vira tha'y.

“Co 2y ro1 xudng a.”
“Roi xuéng ha?”

“Vang. Cuing mdt ngwoi dan dng nira, hai ngeoi roi xudng mot noi sau
hut, lai t61 tdm nhw vyc tham.”

Du cam khong lanh lwdt qua I'ong ngwe Tomoko. Nhwng chi ¢d xua di.

“Con quén chuyén d6 va ngu di nhé!” Chj vd vé roi dip chin cho con
gai.



Chu Thich
HI1 chigu =1,82 mét vuong.

2IMo6n thé thao bién thé tir quan vot, st dung qua béng mém hon va
vg't nhe hon so v&i quén vot thong thueong

BINha g6m phong khéch, phong in, bép, hai phong ngi.

HITyan tir cudi thang tw d&n d4u thang ndm gom nhiéu ngay nghi 1€ ndi
ti€p nhau.

BlCin ho g0m mot phong ngt va mdt phong tich hop bép va phong an.
IIMbt loai banh nhan dau dé ctia Nhat.
7IM6n thach rong bién. P& cit thach, ngwdi ta &n cuc thach vao trong

mot chi€c khudn gd, thach di qua phan lwdi kim loai & d4u kia ctia khuon
s& dworc cit thanh nhirng miéng mdng dai.
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